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Brigade " is a fanious epitapli to iùscribe on monumental tablets over
the gres of those brave ones wlio perishied beueath cold ]Russia'zs
sky tlîrough Bloody Cardigan's cruel blunder. But we dlaim for
Scotland especial prominence for home poems, for sketches of real life
and character, for tributes of warin, glowing axfetion, for truc love
idyls, for, in a word, family lyrics setting forth i.1 a proper li glit, the
loves ive bear ecdi other in the different splieres through whiclî
niankind is viewed. Every truc Scotehman loves lus own Ilauld
haine " the best, and his heart alwiays yearns for a visit to the old
scenes of his early youtlî. Statisties have proven, repeatedly, tliai
interchangre of tlîoughlt between Scotia and lier chljdren scattered al
over tlic globe, lias been the greatest of any country in existence, and
Ireland cornes next on the list. Love of lhonme, love of friends, love
of everything cnnobling, is peculiarly Scottisli.

These remarks have been cr.lled forth by the receept of somne advance
sheets of a new volume of Poems and *Songs, h1andsomely printed on
tinted paper, inu cear, well-defiucd type, by Messrs. J. & A. McMillan,
whichi the autiior, Mr. Wm. Murdochu, lias kindly placed at our dis-
posai. At this time o? lvriting, the book is nearly throug,,h tue press
and is Ilfast advancing towards construction."- This ivork is a new
edition of a volume of IlPoems and Songs of Scotland," ivhielh ias
issued in Svo formi in 1860, by the author, through the press of Messrs.
Barnes & Co. Mien it comprised some 160 pages. Since 1860 Mr.
M. lias -v'rittenl muclu of a fugitive character, mostly short songs aud
poems; and lias applied the pruning kaife to several of his "firsi,
fruits." So unsparingly lias hie been ini touing down, and altcring,
sorre of bis better efforts, tluat in their new guise the old familiar
liues svere harely discernible, aud they left lus hiands new poems. WC0eau ardy arce witli this altering and ame nding process,socmu
no01V-a-days wvith auithors, partieularly our poets. So mauy good
tliiugs, writteu whien the inspiration %vas on the writers, so niuc of t
soothing nature is rutlulessly Il eut ont " and we fa-,il, invariably, tu
recogni ze a poein ive once loved so much and wvhîch in our eariy days
made so lasting- an impression on our ininds. Il1k Marvcl " fouiud
this ont when lic attcmipted to revise a ncw edition of luis "lReveries,
o? a Bacheclor "-one of tlue best books ever penued. lHe liad s0 nînel
to leave out and so mtich to work in tlîat lie liad alînost before Ilim ini
alterations, additions aud emeudations, two new works in an incredibly
short tinie. To lessea his labours lie threwv to one side luis new ver-
sion of the old story aud adopted tue latter whlly, and printec, it iii
precisely tlue saine style as it Nvas issued to the public years before, in.i
aitered, unabridged and unshorui of its better thougli,,ts. In lds owil
words, iii its changed forin, it could not be the sanie work. Mr.
Murdoclu lias, however, left uis in the origrinal sufficieut of his former
pocuns, to make us relishi witlu a keener zest his uew poemns. Wlany of
these new thoughts have, ut intervals, becu before our readers, througlu
tlue mediumi of tlue newspapcrs and tluis magnzine and ail have becu
grected witlu a favourable reception. The autlior-"1 the liglit-use
poet'-"-wrs born in Paisley, renowncd for its fanions men, in 1823,


