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« Well, Lady Mary, the old man had a cap of otter skin, of
which be was very proud, and wore it on great days. One day
I'wasplaying with it and he said—¢ Ottér funny fellow ; he hize
play, tdo. Hé cateh fish, too, sometimes. Indian go hunting
up Ottawa, thit great bif river, you know. Go one moon-light
niglit ; lie down under bushes in snow : see lot of little fellow
and big fellow at play. Run up and down bank; bank all
glass ice there. Sit down top of bank; good slide there.
Down he go splash into watér; up he comes. Down go an-
other into watér; out agein. Funny fellow, these.” And
then the old hunter threw back bis head, and laughed till you
could-have seen all his white teeth, he opened his mouth so
wide,”

Lady Mary was very much amused at the comical way
in which the old Indian talked.

“ Can olters swim, nurse 7

“Yes, Lady Mary. The good God, who has created all
things well, has given to this animal webbed iéet, which
enables it to swim; and it can also dive déep down in- the
waters; where it finds fish and mussels, and, perhaps, the.‘ roots
of some water-plants to eat. It makes very little motion or
disturbance in the water when it goes down in search of its
prey. Its coat is thick, and formed of two kinds of hair; the
otter hair is long; silky; but stiffand shining. The underpart
is short and fino, and warm. The vater cannot penetrate to
wet them,=~the' oily’ natire of the tur throws off the mois-
ture. They dig large holes with their claws, which are
short but v'ery strohg They line their nests thh dry grass,
winter in sleep, as the dormlce, and some squirtels, and rac-
coons, and bears do. They are veryinnocent and playful,-both
when young and even after they grow old. The lumberers
often tame them when young, and they become so. docile that
they will come for a cell or whistle, Like all wild-animals,
they are most lively at night when they come out to foed and

play.” .
% Dear little things’; I should like to havé a tamie otter to
play-with:and run; after' me; but do you think he would eat’
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