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"Wall, Lady Mary, the old nan had à cap of otter skin, of
which he was very proud, and wore it on great days. One daý
I-was playing with it and hie sàid-' Ottbr funny fellow; ho like
play, too. Ho catch fiýh, too, sothetiiies. Indian go hunting
up Ottawa, thât great bik river, yo'i know-. Go one ruoon-lighi
niglit; lie down under bushos in snow : see lot of littie Cellow
and big follow at play. Run up and down baik-; bank ail
glass ice there. Sit down top of hanli; gooid slide there.
Down ho go spiash into water; up he cornes. Dowvn go an-
other into water; Ô-Ut again. Punniy fellow, thèse.' And
thon the old huiiter threw back his head, and .1auglwd tili you
could have seen aIl his white teeth, he opened his mouth so
wide."

Lady Mary wvas very mucli amused at the coniical way
in wvhich the- old Indian talked.

"Can otters swim. nurse?

"Yes, Lady M!ary-. The good God, wvho has creat'ed ail
things well, bas given to this animal %vebbed feet, 'which
enables it to swini; and it can also dive deep down in thé
waters, where it finids fish and musseis, and, perhaps, the Écots
of some water-plants to eat. .it inakes very littie motion or
disturbance -in the water when it ioeâ doôvn in searéli of its
prey. Its coat is thicli, and fornied of two kindsof hair; the
ointer .haie-is -lng,* Éilky; but àtiff and shining. The underpart
is short and fino, and warrn. The water cannot penetrate to
vetý tlierûý-the' cily~ nàture of the fur throwýs off the -mois-

ture. They dig large boles with their claws, which. are
short but výery, strong. They line their nests with drye gr ass,
and rushes, àtidý roots- gàWwed Èn*e, and do not pa-ý the
winter in sleep, as the dormice, and sonie squiriae, and rac-
coons, and bears-do. They are very innocent and playful.,both
when young and even after thoy grow old. The lurnbeiers
oflen tfume them., when young, andI they become sol docile that
they vill comae for a ca l- or -whistie. Liko ajI wild, aninialsi
they axe Most lively at, nigl"it lehen' thùey comae out to feed and
Play."

"Dear:iitle things- 1- shoulà like te kae a; famée tter to
p1ay- ith-ýaân& run. àffer.ý me;. but do ybu think hie wôuld ea't


