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DRAIN TILES.

The subject of Drain Tiles hanving
been on severai occasions roferred ta in
titis Journal, WCo dosire to cail the spocial
attention of all ixnproving farmers to the
following important conmmunication re-
ceivod some timo ugo from. Colonel Sin-
clair. Sevcral niatters are referred to,
and hints thrown out that are desorving
of caroful consideration. With a plenti-
fui supply of drain tiles and hone dlust
produced in ftic Province, thero wvi1l bo
ne excuse for bad farming:

Office of A. G..Y

DEAR Sziz,-1 amn mucli obliged for flie
Journal of Agriculture.

Taking 1ý inchi drain pipes as base
of estimate, these pipes seli in England
at about 18s. stg. per M. (S4.50) ; of
course, as ive know, lahor thero is not
only much. cheaper than hiere, aud the
mien do more a day. IVo nover, lu our
brickyard, averaged ï what English
moulders dIo. This is ar- united for by
the farl, that in Great Britain mon stick
=or o0 one avocation; bore thocy are
min -versatile. Wýith freiglit, I sc Mr.
Thomas pays $10.50; certanly a very
high price, but 1 question whether tlie
Crovin works could deliver them rauch
cheaper at WVindsor, as the rail freiglit
~vould, of course, 1-i mach beavier than
water freight, of i. early tlic sime dis-
tance. The uncertain demand is as yet
rather ini the way of our veuturing on
suchi machinery as We %vould wvisli to
liave in case of entering on tilo.making.
Suich a machine and engine would cost,
at least, £800 stg., aud wvould ruake about
two million tiles a year; perbaps nlot so
mauy in our short semsons.

The best draining evor doue in Eng-
land was performed by govornment.
Parliament, notwithstundliig7 the strong
agitation against governmental subsidies
generally, appropriated a largo sum for
agricultural draining, to bie lent to os-
tates, repayable by interost counting as
instalments, the security being on the
land.

Land bore, however, lias hardly that
coguizable value, except lu very Wel-
settled and cultivated places, which wiould
allow of such a system here.

The greatest advantage lu the place, or
at least one of the greatest, was that go-
verniment employed its own regular

gangs for tlic work, echd tuait ha' ing bis
proîbor post.-top spît, 2ird spit, d,rd spit,
&o,., scooper anti clnner, p)ipe-latyer aud
filler ; consequeridy'.ftie work ivus so
weli <lone aiways, duit, except by poplar
or ivillow roots gotting into the pipes in
solid frbrotis masses, or somo sucx neci-
dlents, the drains lasted for years wvithout
repairs.

I nover saw the collars alluded ýto by
Mr. TIhonmas used. Should wu detorinoi
to make dri.-i es, Qlhotilç make
roundi ones nlot noeeding collars, andI not
allow a crooked or imperfect o110 to beave
fie yard.

1 think Mr. Thomas wvili coneludo that
no drains in tlîis climato should bo laid
less titan four foot down. 'ie deepor
the drains, te a reasotiable exteut, tho
botter thoy draw sud the fewor are re-
quired ; for physical reasons, obvioua
on1ougLV.

Draining « i this country, speaking from
observationi, gots the frost ont of tho
grouind much ecarhier lu spring,-an oh-
jeet oftelr of some importance, ikot so
mucli for seuring early crops as for the
fariner to get work bl)ehind hlmi.

1 will send one of tlic papoers to my
brother-in-lawv, manager of the Crowrx
Brick Works, Noiv Glasgow, whio is an
cxporienced, practical E iglish agricul-
turist. Our present constructive state of
pottory manufacture nt prescrit oceripides
ail his time. By and bye, if we id wve
can attend to bricks sud tiles, aud got
contracta to justify the oitlay, Wo
may take the business up, as WC have
already mnder satisfactory arrangements
about the machiuery, slioulh we wvant it.

I slhould feel a dolieaey about offering
any suggestions coIbcer>ilg the p>iize.list
iu a niatter lu which I amn personally ln-
terestcd with others. Aftor aIl, 1 dou't
think that rentuneraCve prizos should ire
tlic objoot of exhibitors, oiy that they
should not bie expected te mun heavy
freiglit expenses; aud if flie railway car-
ries articles for exhibition free, I think it
wotild ho unreasonuble to complain about
prizes being few or- smallin amouint, as
many may nOt have aur advalitnges. Wo
do flot intend te limit ourselves Z)to siralH
ware, but should we kcep tho same mon
we have, WC expeot îve shail have sanie
large, iniposing pieces that will add te
the general appearauce of tho Exhibi-
tion.

These will ho worthi a considlerable
suin of money the pair. I hope the
eommittee will givo a timely Irint ta have
the shoky parts of the railwvay lino well
adjusted hefore the Exhibilon.. Wu
dare not send crockery by it ai present
(howevor, wator freighting is cheaper),
and I nover like ta ho importunate, my-
self, to the railway dopartmeut iu return
for much civility received.

R. B. SINCLAIJR.
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