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purest of ail, oiy) dreaned of virtue-and wvith a highi ideal before
inii wvas practicaliy a cypher

Now go back eigliteen huildred ycars and start wvith Christ's gos-
piel, as it entcrs; on its ilistoricai piath. It enthroncs and enshriines
itself in a few hiumble, ilcarnied ienl, and their 1iv'es burx wvith iLs
beauty and end with voluuîtary niartyrdomn. FoIlowv the gospel of
Christ as it maurchies dowvî the centuries, and what (I0 yoti see ?
1lard hearts, cruel witil crime, that 11o iiii1119.» love coiild soften, 11o
huinanl power iniipress, are brokien iinto contrition and love. Weakz
woxnei, tiiînid and trenibling, are foti lied by it to dare the scouirge,
the rack, the stakce, the cross, or face without fear the fier-ce Nuillidi-
an lion in the arenia. Millions of mhartyrs iîxmler iio compulsion but
the swect constraint of love, wvelcoiiie the agonies of torture-and
fromn ail the grades of society corne UP to the colisein and soak its
sQands with their blood, rather than utter one word to disown or dis-
honor Him, wvhoin fot having sce they love.

he wvorld eau furnishl no parallel to this !Men have died for a
principle, and that principle an error ; for a religioas faith, and that
faiLli a fialsehood; but self-sacrifice so perfect, so pu.re, and su re-
peated, is peculiar to the(- fullow'ers of Christ, and it lias, challeîîged
the w~onde. ami applause even of the etieiiiies of Christ.

The teacingi( of Christ bas been for eigh]teeni centuries the leaveîî
and the lever utf society-the leaven to pervade-the lever Lu iUp-
lift. At lh'st a handfal oý disciples iii the humble homes of i>alestille,
then that handful flung l'y persecuition hroadcast over the surrouind-
ing counîtries, Liii froin Jeriisalcîîî the gospel spread to Antioeh aînd
]ùînie anld Alexandria and Constantinople. TI'ie cross of a cruceilied
cri iniaI at Calvary is the nueileus of a wvor1's illumîination and re-
formation ! The fauine of gospel triuîniphs spread beyond the fields of
('onfliet and as the Iiues of inifluencee lcngthenied and theiî' cirecles
reachied round newv enitres of power and wickediuess, in fear mien
cried out-it is turning the wvorld upside down!

The little arii.y of Jesus with no badges or banîxers, no weapon
but triith, and no force buit persuasion, in the face of fearful perse-
cuLions grew inighltier and mi ghtier ),ear by year. The blood of the
martyrs wvas the seed of new churches, it fell like a fertilizing( dew
on a barrenî soul. Met wvîth v'iolence, the followcrs of Christ used no
violence, thoughl they kept silence with respect to social sins and
vices which liad tah-en the form of institutions, yct they did not
tolerate evils wvitIî whicli they forbore. The gospel overcaxue evil


