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Trhe country assumes a more level aspect ini tht Oratage

Riuver Colouy, and is very like the rolling plain ini the North-

west of Canada, thougb the soil is not nearly so rich. At inter-

vais a sutail ifrld of grain or a few fruit trees airound a house

serve to relieve the monotonous laud--ape, though the fariner is

still the sanie unambitiotis being as in the northtrn part of Cape

Colouy. lu no part of the country have 1 seen a large field of

grain ail together, but tht rute seems to bt to have littie aif -

amr paclus he aud thtre at ail angles to ont another.

Bloemfontein is the first large town we came to since leav-

ing Cape Town. Before the war started -the* city could lay

dlaims to cleanliness and beauty, but now everything setms to,

be dirty. Streets, gardens and squares have been occupied for

months by thousands of horsts a"d ius, and in other open

spome large quantities of stores have been piled, which unakes

wallcing very nplessaut The public buildings aire veuy flue,

and every private dwelliug hmn a garden, so that the city bas al

tht avpvearance of a large county town. The native village, or

iLuflifontein, as it is officially calltd, is situattd about four

hundred yards southof tht town. Itisbuultchieily of sun-dried

brick, aud, counpared with other native villages, is quite a

aiperio place. Tht streets bure art well laid ont. and regular-

ity, a thiug alnuost totally wanting in tht sufller Boer towns, is

et least atttnupted.

Tht coutry continues ntarly the saune until the Vaal River

la reacbtd, wbtirt wt enter thetmiod-beariug district. Fine,

wliIe uand us its chief characteristic. At Elandsfontein, quite a

nubrof gold mines are to bu settu, tht intricacts of wbose

workts 1 had not an opportuuuity to examine. Hilla can bu

sme t a distance froni heme. and as tht capitol of tht Transvaal

us reachtd, tht railway crosses oves numerons sunail rivets and

turnF soute vmr sharp curves. Tht approaches to Pretoria ame

guarded by a number of forts situattd ou the tops of hbis which

overlook tht city and command a vitw of tht outside country

for tiltes. Whtn ont sees tht netural stregh of the place it is

bard ta, imagine why tht lBers did not mak, an effort to save

the city, as much dagtq could have een douà" to the British

while forcing the entrance. Having only ridden through the

det once, 1 saw little of il, but it is very similar ta Illotufontein

in the matter of buildings and street. Wood is more plentiful
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