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PLEASANT HOURS.

bars tho uso of tobacco, which is not
only disgusting and harmful to tho
individual, but also presents an ox.

2| amptoe which, when followed by tho
| young, operates to their serious physi-

¢sl, moral, and spiritual injury.
* Vo submit for the earnest con<

i| mderation of thoso connocted with our
Bl Church who are

engagod in thoe salo
of tobacoo, whether tho time has not

i1 come when it should bo discardod from

thetr stock of morchandise.”

In viow ot tho growth and ovil
effects of this praoctico, tho timo bas
come for tho Ohurch to take up the
matter in good earnost. A great deal
of good may be done by instructing
the children in our Sunday-schools on
this subject, and faithfully warning
them aguinet the practice. We earn-
estty exhort the young to reslst all
temptation to form this habit; and the
old, who have formed the habit, should
give it up, in order not to approve by
example what thoy condemn in words.
—Guardian,

SNARES,

WEAVER sita at an airy loom,
And a wary weaver ko
He sots his framo in the garden gloom,
And his distaflf who may geo t
He throws lus shuttle with oraft aud cary,
A thousand threads for a strand,
And toils are his, and a silken snaro,

The finest web in the land! ‘
i| He lurks unseen, while the winged and flaot’
f1 Aro caught by his art and guile ;

Asas, and alas, 1n that

on sweat,
For the victims of his wile !

A wesver sits at a darker loom,
And o cruel weaver he !
He sets his frame in & dark world's gloom,
And his Jdistaff who may scot

Ho throws his shuttle with craft and caro,
And dark is his web of sin,
and its woof a silken smare,

Its er
81 Bntapgling the souls within,

Hts bands are strong, fur & thousand coils
Are wrought in a single strand,
And clasp the victims in many toils

For the clatch of hia cruel hand.

B| Alas, alas, for tho sonls that flit,

Lawary into the gloom ¢

Alss, and alas, for the hidden net

And web of thie weaver's Joom !

—Clara Thuwailes.

THE QUEEN'S INFLUENOE.
Waex Mr, Gladstone and his col-

leagues were defeated in the House of
f| Commons a few weeks ago, and decided
| to retire from officé, the first thing the

Prime Minister did was.to teader to
the Queen the resignstions of all the
members of the Cebinef, The Queen,
who wag at Balmoral, in Sco.land,
tolegraphed her acceptance of the resig-
nations, and summoned tho leader of
Opposition, the Marquis of Salisbury,
to confer with him. .

When the Marquis arrived, the
Queen “commanded ” him to.form a
new Ministry, which he thoreupon
cesded to do. Eut tho Quesn might
bave sent for and issued the zame com-.
mand to any other statesman of either
psrty. She was not compelled to s:nd'
for Lord Salisbury, but in doing so
used her own discretion, while at the
same time sho followed the usual course

"in such cages,

Many geople, who are well informed

:in moset matters, labour under one of

two entirely different mistakea sa to
the position of the Qneep, or the

.sovereign, in the Knglish political;

a5atem,

Somo persons.are under-the impres-

.gion that she exorcises a great desl of
‘royal power, and in many waysactually,

directs thé government of her realm.
Othors regard her as & mero puppet, a

useleas ornament, with no power what-
evor, and wholly subject to the will .{
her Ministers.

Neither of theso views isn .. coch
Tho trath lies midway botween thom.
Many of tho powers and functions
which tho Queen apparcntly and nom-
inally exeicises, sho renlly dvos not
exorclzo at all,  For instance . acoord-
ing to tho lawa of England, the
sovereign has the power to declare war
or conclude peaca, to mako troaties, to
croato peors, to oxpend the rovenue,
to summon and dirsolvo Parliamont,
and to vato bills,

But each and all those powers are
really exorcisod by the Miniatry of the
day. The Quoen only doos theso
things on paper. Xer name is used
and her signature given to all theso
acts. But she is obii to act in
rogard to them as tho Minlatars advise
her. Should she undertake to do any
of theso things against the will of the
Ministers, she »ould probably provoke
a rovolution.

On the other hand, the Queen is far
from being a nonentity in the English
system, Sho has, indeed, no real,
arbitrary powoer to direct the policy cf
her State; but, as Mr, Gladstone has
pointed out in his ¢ Gleanings of Past
Years,” she hag & very great “influ-
ence.” She reigns, but does not
govern, Whilo sho cannot really com-
mand, she can do much, by reacon of
her exalted placo end her social
supremacy, to influence the course of
political eventa,

The Queen is always informed of
overy step her Ministers intend taking
in publio affairs, She discuzses these
steps, and gives her views npon them,
and her views are always listened to
with deference, Ministers will strive,
if posaible, to acceds to her wishes
‘Though without power, the Queen
thus has an important influence.

This influence, too, is L::Fely mes-
gsured by the personal qualitica and
character of the movereign. Her pru-
deitoe, experienco, zeal for the welfare
of the people, and familiarity with
-public affairs, if such qualities she has,
‘will tly inciease her influcnoa
On the other hand, a weak, foolish,
dissipsted, capricious, or inexperienced
sovereign would have much less weight
in public affaims,

Queen Victoria has reigned eo long,
bss shown such sensible and patriotic
qualitieg, and is known to bo 80 exrn-
estly dovoted to the well-being of her
empire, that her opinions and wishes
are an important factor in British
policy. Shonld her succeesor fail in
these traits, he wounld bo far less is-
fluential than Victoris now is in the
English realm.

COLLEGE AND OLERKS.

Maxaoens of deily papers are averse
to engaging 88 a reportor a young man
who bas just gradaated from college.
« It takes goveral months to knock the
nonsense out of the head of & a-

‘to, “aud we can’t lose 80 much time.”
‘Then, perhaps, he will tell the story
of a now reporter, a graduate, who. was
sent to report a coroner's inguest.
Tho ycuth describod the corpee, tho
coroner and the jurymen, but not a
-word did -he-write about the verdict.
Oollego graduates who geek clerk-
ships find that merchants slso =are
reluctant to-en them, Nine mex-
chanta out of ten balievo that o claszical
education unfite a yourg man for

‘ate,” says the mansger, when applied’

business. Tbx cling to their belief
1o defianco of tho fact that somo of the
moat eminent merchantspassed through
colloge into tho counting room.

A young man, a Bostonian, gradu
atod from Harvard o fow yoars ago,
with honour. Ho looked over the
profeesions and himsclf, and docided
that his vocation was business, Ho
applied to sevoral wmerchants, throngh
his father, for employment as a clork.
Ono roply met the application—* Wo
don't want a college graduato for a
clerk , wo profer a boy who comes
from the English High School.”

At last, the father asked & merchant
on whom ho had a claim for considera-
tion, to receivo tho yo man as a
salesman. Tho morchant did not
abaolutely refuss, but hesitated.

“I would like to oblige you,” ho
answered, ‘‘ but, to spoak frankly, I
don’t boliove in colfocgo graduates,
Thoy ave two uppish, and they don’t
know anything but a little (.0ek and
Latin, and lesa arithmetic, They can't
soll gocds, and they don't like to bone
down to bard work."”

“Try him for six months,” said tho
father, ‘‘and then, if he don't suit, dis-
charge him. But I want you to give
bim a fair chance to show tho stuff
thet's in him.”

The young man was taken on trial
Ho was observing, eager and obliging,
ready to do oven tho most insignificant
duty that peitained to his business.
The goods of his house ho made his
constant study, eagerly assisting in
every department that he might

months’ time what would have cost an
untrained clerk two years of appren-
ticeship,

A the end of that time ho was put
upon the road as a saleeman, A good
salesman’s strong point is his kmow-
ledge of huwan nature. The young
man had studied human nature where
there were several hundred specimens
of all sorts. Thus equipped, and with
the address and manners of a gontle-
man, he went out among buyers.

He mado failures, of courso, but
they taught bim more than hix sue-
oseses, Experfence gave him confi-
dence, and foon tho employer compli-
meated him. The four-months’ sales
man sold large bills to paying cnstomers,
at eatisfactory prices. One day the
merchant said to tho youth’s father:

“] am salisfied; ke is a bettor
salesman than some men we havo had
in our omploy for soveral years, I
belisve now in college men—at least,
T should eay, porbaps, in college men

who have common-senge, and
are not afraid of hard work."—Youtl's
Companion,

MAGGIE'S S8IXPENCE.

A MIBSI0XARY told us the other day
a very sffecting little incident. He
bed been p ing o mission eermon
in Scotland, and ‘clling of the oondi-
tion of the poor women of Indis, sad
he observed that many of tho audience
gecmed quite affected by his account.
A fow days afterwards, the pastor of
the church where ho had preack d met
on the stré st one of his parisbic iers, a
poor old woman, half blind, who
carned & procarions livelihood by going
on errands, or any othor little work of
thet kind that came in her way. 8he
went up to him, and with = bright

telling him that was to go for the
mission work {c Todis, Her mininter,
knowing how very poar sho was, said,
“ No, no, Mazgio; this {s o wuch
for you to give, you ~annnt affond
this,® 8he told him that she had just
been on an errand for a very kind
grotlemsn, aod instoad of the fow
coppers sho gonerally voorivad, he had
given her threo pennire and o allver
sixpenco, and eald ghee ** The ailver
aod the gold is tho Lord's, and ie
copper will do for poor Maggia” aw
many lesaons do God'’s r teach ua!
¢ Poor in this world, rich in faith, and
beira of tho kingdem '* At Jfome and

Abroad.
gnz had pot her hittla chllren to b,

And was witting befcre the fire
\"cuhing the sparks from tha back logs {ly,
Then {all on the hoarth and expire.
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HER TREASURES.

8ho was sitting alone, fur L*t Lushanl was

1ate, .
Dotained at tho little store
Whtehh}:kkopt {n tho mining-camp. Buot—
1

Is not that his stop on the Boor?

She tum?l with a amile , then her face grow
LH

For she saw in the lamplight's glare

Two men, with ferce and menacing looks,
\Whe wero standing bohind her chalr

8he did rot scream, but she pausel to think ¢

Then sho prayed to hoaven for s1d,
\Vhen cne of the men, in a rvagh voice, sl ;
**Weli, you don't svem muck afrail

s You'ro s sensiblo woman. Jusat show ns the

lsco
acquire the kuowlodgo ho scught. The{ o P d zol
result was that with a mind trained| pnd nm::: :‘m ofat ;ﬂv):r'nnb“ﬁ'd,”hm
and receptive he learned in twelve] No powerour wrath shall withhold *

" Como show us your treasurss,” the other

Thon a sudden smile lighted ber fece.
1 will,” sho replied, as sba took up the

lamp,
t Follow ms ; I will show you the place,”

She lod the way to the ch.ldron’s roem,
And there polnted to the bad
Where, nestling on either pillow, lay
A beautiful curly head.

¢t Thewa sto my treasurca; I have no more,”

She said, ** neither silver nor gold.”

As she c}:pa‘:te, down the forcmost robber's
e¢

A glistening tear-drop roiled.

**Y cannot staundt his, let us g0,” be eald |
¢t Little woman, you pat us to shame
Your treasures are safo.” And they stole

am{
As qmietly as thoy came.
-

NEATNESS.

A aIrL'8 every-day toilet is a part
of her character. The maiden who is
slovenly in the moining is not to bo
trusted, howover fino she may look in
the evening. No matter how humble
your home may be, thero are cight
things it should contain-—s mirror,
washstand, water, soap, towol, hair,
nsil and tooth brushesa Thean are
just =8 cssentin]l as your brenkfast,
before which you should make good
uso of tham. Look tidy in the worn-
ing, and saitor the dinner work is over
improvo your toilet. Bske it o rule
of your daily life to * dress up for tho
afternoon.” A girl with ecnaibilities
cannot holp fecling ewbarrassed and
awkward in a raggod, dirty dress, with
her hair unkempt, if a stranger or
peighbour should comoin.  You should
mako it 2 polat to look an woll a» you
cn, oven if you kmow wnobody but
yoursalf will sco you —Phdadelphin

smile put @ sixpenco into his hand,

Call,




