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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

— e

WESLEYAN MISSIONS,

SOUTH AFRICA.

Tuasa *Nenw, Brenvasa Distaier,
October 8th, 1840,

Hoxourkp Faturns axn Brerunes,

1 send you herewith a copy of the ¢ Prodizal
Son,” in the Sitolang dialect, prirted at cur Mis-
sion Press, on this station, 1 am happy in being
able to inform you, that [ have succeeded in get-
ting this department of our work into a more elfi-
cientstate than it has hitherto been.  We are now
able to supply all the schools on the ditlerent sta-
tions with lessous, books, Nc. n the various dia-
leets of Sichuana spoken in this part of Afii- a.
1 have lately sent to the different stations in this
district a large supply of school lessons in Siro-
lang, Sisuto, and Dutch. Ior our Muntatee Stu-
tions, [ uint in Sitlokua, in which dialect [ have

a large supply of scripture eatracts ready for dis-
tribution, “Lhus a people who, afew years siuce,’
were in utter darkness, have the word of God sugp- .

plicd to them in their own language, and are able
torcad it. 1 have Leen ewsabled lately to tran-
slate the Wesleyan Catechising No. 1, into Sio-
Jong, the fisst half-sheet of which is worked off,
and the second in type. We have long felt the
want of a Dutch hymu-book, fur the conjrezations
to whom we preach in the Dutch language, I
otder to obviate this ditliculty, we ate now jeint-
ing a selection of about two hundred hymns, se-
veral of thein translations of Mr. Wesley s Hymns,
by the brethren Haddy and Cameron, Tl bou!

will contain three hundred pages.  We are puiut- |

ing a thousand copics.

The difference between the various dialeets of
Sichuana, spoken in the Backaana country, some-
what impedes our progress.  ‘The lessons which
arc adapted for one station, are notin all instan-
ces suitable for others,  We have, therefoie, to
ptint in Sitolonz, Sisuto, and Sitlokua; and as
we advance farther castward, we shall doubtless
have to supply our schools with lessons in othes
dialects than those with which we are at preszut
avquuinted,

1 am, Honoured Fathers and Brethren,

Very respectfully and affectionately yours,
Ricuann Ginny,
‘To the Ceneral Secretarics, &2,

INTEREST FOR THE GOSPLL.

Mn, Coay, in writing fiom the Sundwich Iilands
to the American Board, gives affecting stutements
of the interest of the people for the Gospel :—

4 My frequent tours give me access to the sick
and fecble of the flack. ~ Somc of these I visit at
their dwellings.  Others are Lrouzht on litte;., or
on the backs of friends, o the placz of mecting
nearest their place of residence.  Some of the de-
ctepit-and heipless, who are not near a school-
house, or place of meetng, are brought and laid
under the shade of a tree by the wayeside, w here
they are instructed and prayed withs  The blind
are led by a string, a slick, or asuip of kapa.
The sightless husband follows the wife, the wife
lie husbard, and the patent the child; while the
¢ jittle child? leads the afflicted parent, or the trem-
bling grandsire, to the place of prayer—to the
place where blind eyes are opened, and deaf eass
unstopped—rhere the lame man leaps a3 2n hart,
and the Jumb tonguesings. It is affecting to sce
this class of people paticntly treading their way
over kill ard dale, and through iunsxle,sloazh, and
1iver, in order to hear-the word of li'e, and to 02
the ¢ Light of the world.?

2% One blind man, Bartimeus, a member of this
church, followed me thirty milts, over tivers and

ecipices, on the most difficult roa 1] ever trave!-

ed, to hear the Gospe), and pray fcr the prace of
Jerusalem. 1 would have prorounced it incre-
didle, if not impossible, that he should have pas-
sed gafely over such a toad, had Inot seen it
He was exceedingly animated with the tour, and
ip order.to.keep up, and lose noue of the meetings
on the way, he would run wherever Lie found a
few 1ods of level road. ¢ My natural eyes,? said
he, €are blind, but my soul sees.’ He 15 2 devo-
le& and good man, but he has not yet ¢attained
to the first. Bartimeus, whe left us two or three

em_a’g,o,ml who now resides at Wailuke on
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INTERESTING MISSIONARY MEETING.

—

Reve Mu, Giry a Missionary in the South Seas,
of the London Missionary society, gives an ine
teresting account of the formation of a Missionary
Society at Rarotonga, one of the stations: Time
ma, the Chicefy was appointed Lreasurer, and Se-
tephiano, his son, Secretary.  ‘Ihe collection con-
sisted chiutly of aurow toot, and amounted to 700
Cbses wnd dolls, aud half dulls., &c, wete given to
e amount of fourteen dollars,  Aftenwads, a
;large quantity of miscellancous oflrtings were pre-
sentedy of hittle value in themselves, but pleasing
to e received, us showing the disposition of the
: people : these being their only property.  Amonyg
rthem were thitteen bundles ot picre, the native
Yimica s thoty-two small neatly wrought native
! baskets; fuity-two stones of murder, used former-
v their wars 5 oe basket of breast oraments,
-und vlier heathen fiaeiivs § seven baskets of va-
ptious hinds of sea-shellsy by the poor childen s
vend a great namber of icathen car-diops,

b6 The peopley with gladdened hearts, sat down

allerwards to a feast prepared for the occasion;
Viany sincerely praising the Lord, and all coum-
g themselves happy o have fived to sce such a
day.  In the afternvon, another service was held
in the chapdl, ia order to give many an oppostu-
nity to eapress the feelings of their hearts, and to
, exliort one anothier to diligence and love in the
cwork ol the Lorl, ‘U'welve or fifteen speeches
“were delivered, which ealibited mach humble
gratitude and holy joy on the pait of those who,
prior to the intioduction of tae Gospel, satin dark-
nessy and revelled i all that can be conccived as
polluting and debasing,

¢ There was one old man present whohad been
a areat waniory and whey in Lis heathen state,
seldom appeared wathoul huzraa gbsh hunging on
his hook ¢ but who now, having obtained redemp-
tion by Chuisty is washed and sanctified, uad for
many 3 oars has united wath the teithful in com-
memotating the dying love ot Christe This poor
man, Lhaving on his person wmany scars of his aine
cicut saoguinary conthictsy referra d our miads, in
the course of the remarks which he made, to the
yeats of dathness which be had witnessed, stat-
ing, thet he had lived to bihold a new and won-
destul thing—the gathering together of the peo
ple to send thie word of the true God to the hea-~
then. It is trwey’ he suidy € formerly we used to
asscible, but it was cither {5 plan atiacks of mur-
der, or to floe froin attacks made by the encmy;
cither tadovise schemes of theft and pollation, or
to cary thuse sihicmes into exccution.  We then
met in fear, and with bearts tilled with envy and
malice, and dared not to assemble our wives and
cluldren ; but now the darkness has fled, 2nd the
true light of the Tine Sun has shone upon us—
Jesusy the Lord from heaven,  ‘The speats of our
wais are losty and we huld in our hand the sword
ul the Spint—the word of the Lerd; we biing
with us ous wives and our children, and feel that
our hearts are filled with love onc towards ano-~
ther, We not only love thoss of our own settle-
ment, but we love all, and e loved by all; and,
above ally this day we have met to show our lave
to those who are as we were, living in datkness,
having no God, and no hope 3 thisis anew and a
wonderful event, brought about by the great love
of God.?

& After many expressions of gratita le to Divine
Mercy, and exhorting otheis to cherish the same
spirit, he most aflectionately addressed the young,
who listencd with much attention ; and 1 trust
his evaortations will prove a wozd in scason to
many.”? :

MADAGASCAR.

THE PRESS IN NADAGASCAR,

InrorMaTiON has Leen received that a printing
press is now cstablished, but only very recently,
at Tananaiive, the capital of Madagascar, and
by the Missionatics; and that four of the natives
have been educated as compositors, and are able
to take their station at the frame or case. It is
added, that they are engaged in printing a version
of the Madagascar language. Further, that other
natives are employed in. * correcting the press,”’
and other eccupations connected with pﬁn&pof-
fice business,.

MORE MARTYRDON AT MADAGASCAR.

Rev. D. Joxcs, Missionary of the London Socie-
tys wiites, that soon after his arrival at Tanana-
11vo, July 220th, 1810, hie was told that sixteen
native Christians were arrested, and waiting theis
triale  They had succeeded in protecting them.
sclves fiom the persecution of the Queen for two
yeats ; but, in making an attempt to escape from
the island, to a laud where they might be Chris-
tians without the fear of death, they were over-
takeny and hrought back. Nine of them were
dvomed to die.

On the morning of the day desiznated for the
tragic scene, the preparations were commenced
hy a tremendous toar of cannon, anil thousands of
soldiers appeared, marching towards the parades
ground, About noon, the lirst officers went forth
to deliver the kabary respecting the sizteen Chirise
tians who hiad been taken in attempting to flee to
the Mauritiug, and to make proclamation that the
tqucen had ordered nine of them to be put to death
i the afternoon.  The firing'of cannon was kept
ap at intetvale, all day, but'the meaning of this
cetemony was not generally undetstood. Between
three and four o'clock, the Christians, each ticd
1o a poley and quile naked, were borne by men
along the western side of the town to Amboli-
polsy, the place of execulion,  After a short ine
tervaly a cannon was fired s a signaly the execu-
ironets approached, the nine were instantly spear-
ed to deathy and their spirits fled to eternal glory,

‘Thus it is seen, that the spirit of persecution
azainst the Christians continues to rage with un
abated rancour and malignity, and that the hosti-
lity manifested by the Queen and her counsetlory
to the Gospel and the work of Missions, is such
as to preclude the least hope of the door being
opened for us o resume our labours in this coun-
try, until some great change take place in the
present system.

A meury interesting service took place in White-
hall Chapet (Eng.) last month. ~‘Fhe Rev, Dr.
Vincent Gomez, the Rev. Padre §.. Melto, from
Lisbun, and the Rev. Padre di Minna, from the
Kingdom of Naples, made a public adjuration of
the faith of the Church of Rome, in the presence
of the Bisiiop of London und a numerous congte-
gation.

THE JEWS.

Sir Ronert Iscris, in his late speech in Parlia-
ment on the ¢ Jews Declaration Bill,2? stated,
that two centusics ago there was not a Jew in
Englend,

LITERARY NOTICE.

Asuaxnteg Asp THE GoLp Coast: being a Sketch
of the History, Social Slate, and Superstitions
of the Inlabilants of those Countries; with o
Notice of the State and Prospecls of Christign-
ily among them. By Jonn Bexcuaw. 12mno.,.
PP Xixey 376, (With a Map of Western Afri-
ca.) John Mason.

Wi have read this small but very com‘prehcnsiu

volume with no ordinary feelings of pleasure.

Weaie glad to have information on which we can

depend concerning a pattof Aftica which, though

at all times important, from ils connection with
the dense population lying to the southward of
the Gieat Sahara Desert, becomes increasingly so,
wlen tie Niger Expedition is remembered.” "We
are glad, too, to have a volume which, if it le-
scribes the horrid datkness of the night brooding
on such multitudes of the children of lhmgoints,.
li}i{ewis‘:‘, to lltzse cheeting i‘}dilc:“fiom whi i"pn-
show the specdy spproach of the day-spring from
on high, Mr.’Bel:x::hm is well kno?: as the-
zealous asserier of the great principle, that savage
nations can only be civilised by Christianity ; and:
the present volume furnishes such ppoofof its cor-
vectness, that the reader will earnestly desire its:
more extended application, and, if he has the-
means of 30 doing, he will strive to promote it.

At the approaching missionary services, Alrics,,

we hope, will be one of the principal and most in-

teresting themes ; and for bfmiz.o,lmuu-.
sons, we are glad that the volame '“mnd

just now. Wesincerely thaak Mr. e

ity and eatnesily recommend it to the -

| vourable notice of ong readers—Los.. .



