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THE MI1NER'S TALE.

IREMIN-) mP, 't'vas like the mighity rush
01 roaring winds, as throu-h the distant drift
Thiat sound camne rumbiing o11; and eaci inan

iean'd
Lpon his spade-awe-struclç and stili-eacir

cheek
Bianeh2-_d ini the sickly lar'plight; 'twvas but

Amoment, t'ien cries and yells of warning
Tlhrough the vaul ts, and a man carne flying past
Wvith wild shout of agony-"1 the waters !"-

Aye, alldied! The youth in his golden primne,
And tire olfi time-worn miner in Ibis agye;
The warrn hcart and the sunny brow, the eye
0f passion and the breat of guile, grewv chili
And rigid 'neath that life-devouring flood ;-
They perishcd ail!

Six of us there were,
And we gained a iedge of rock above
The whelming wave, and scann'd ecd face to

sec
Whiat friends were there. The horror of our

dooni
Then wirlrered up our souls, searîng as
A lightning 'flash, its depths ; to be entomb'd
Ia rocks of adamant-foodess--hopeess,
O God! 'twas a wiid thought; so wiid, that

some
Grcw mad, and cursedl and lauglied with nrirth
WhVluih ias a mockery; and some lay down
Alid covcred up their hecads in speciess ivoe,
So sulent, that they seee bereft of thouglit,
And life in tîreir dcep nxisery. But one
There was, a boy-a young and gentie boy;-
Tire sad, bright tears were flowing down his

cheek,
As %vith clasp'd hands, nnd knee upon the rock,
Hle breatFr'd a prayer to hieaven, mingied
With iris mother's naine; 1 could not look upon
H-is holy grief: tire srrong inan crush'd and~

bowv'd,
The nianiac in bis rage, wec noîhing
To the prayer and tears.pf that pure child!1
Then brîrager came and gnaw'd within us, like
An undying worm, and the shrunk skin upon
Each spectral face, iooked hideously
In the cxpiring Iamp. It could flot iast.
Sorne sprang into the flood with blasphiemy,
But others were too wcak, nrd could flot rnove
Th eir fleshiess; limbs, save wiicn a spasm shook

thein;
These died hard, and when their cries werc

huslhed
There were nore ieft but uhepoor starving boy,

Whose rnoans greiy fainter as iis blue eye
clos'd.

1 knov not hov it %vas-I could not die;
Likze sapiess autuunr leaves they felU around,
Yet still 1 lingered on, witlr burning tiroat,
And swcii'd and speecliess tongue, craving

strengilh
To tear tire hiaif-cat shoe with litingry jaws,
And teetîr that chatter'd wvitl a lroilow sound
lu rackitirg, pain; yct still 1 did not die,
But grev delirious, and thoen, rnethought,
A gabbering d'2rnon sat before me,
Feastingr on a bonc-a human borie,
And as ho tore tire flesh wvitli wolish fangs
Hie iauglî'd with hellhsh gice, and 1 iaugh'd too,
Hie seem'd so merry; but tire sound 1 mrade
Scar'd me into sense, and ilren 1 wondcr'd
Wliere 1 was, it seemed so dark and stili,
And stretching forth my hiand I touc'd a face-
A shrivell'd, bony face-a nd shuddcring,
Rernember'd al; then numbness crept upon
MNy nerveless limbs, and thotnght and feeling

mrrg'd
In listless lethargy.

Yet stili I breath'd,
Abaot'ess thing wvithin that tireadful grave.

Encloscd in solid stone ;-a livinc man
Imprison'd in the bowcis of the earth
With tIre rank dead for his companions.
What tume elapsed I knew not, but a voice,
?i-akingr strange music in that lonely place,
Re-echoed through the cavern ; a light
Gleamed before my cye-balis and 1 iook'd,
And Io! a miner beat him over me,
But started when he saw rny famish'd face;
The waters had subsidcd-I aloTre,
0f those ili-fatcd mortals yet surviv'd
To tell this taie!

,SI. John, Dccembcr, 1842. EuGcrài.I

Habit hiath so vast a prevalence over théehu-
man mind, that there is scarcely any thinigioo
strange or too strong to be asser:ed of it. ie
story of tire miser, wlro, from long accustomu-
ing to cheat others, came at last to cireat hlm-
self, and with great, dclight anrd triumph pick-
cd bis own pocket of a guinea te convey to*ii
hoard, is flot impossible or improbable. lài
like mariner it fares with the practisers ofde-
ceit, wlro, from having long decci-eed tiheir ac-
quaintance, gain at last a power of deceiving
themuselves, and acquire that very opinion;ý
however lllse, of their own abilities, exelen-
cies, and virtues, into wliceh they have for
years, periraps, cnt1 eavoured to betray their
neighb>trrs.


