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only threc hundred of our fathers
withistood for four hours anid finally
routeci a force of seven tlîousand
inv'aders unider Gencral Hampton.

Dark days, however, were in store
for thiese brave defenders of our soul.
Bad roverni-ent, andi its attendant
evils oppresscd thien tilI in137
exasperated beyoiîd mneasu re, thev
rose under the leadership of Louis
Papineau to force a reclress of their
cyriev'ances. The rebellion was un-
sUccessful in its immnediate resuits but
obtained the real object iii view, the
establishment of responsible govern-
ment for the colony.

1 wisli to refer iii a special m)anner
to the Act of Union Of 1840 to em"pha-
size the fact that there lias alwavs
been a fixecl determination on our part
to retain the lan)guage of our- ancestors,
to reinain a distinct elenient in
Canada while contributing ail iii our
power to the general velfiare of the
nation. The illustrious Lord Dufferin
recognized the acivantage whichi
Canada derives from this elemnentwhien
lie said: "The French race is necessary
to Amierica,*anid the civîlization of the
niew world would be incomlete îvith-
out that eleinient."

The Act of Union xvas a piece of
unjust Iegislation 'and militated against
us by givingi' to the fifteen thousand
Etnglishi of Upper Cana-,da- the saine
iiumber of representatives in parliament
that it accorded to the oie hunclred
anîd fift)y-tlîree thousand French
Canadians of Loiver Canada. In flue
contest that followed we owe the
triumnphiant defenice of our riglits to
Lafontaine, Caron, Morin, Chýauveau,
and our great George-Etienne
Cartier.

Finally, the Act of Confederation
-ave to the French Caniadians of
Quebec the right to govern theni-
scîlves. They have kept up to the
tide of progress, notwvithstanding the
assertions of thieir enemnies to the con-
trary; and in soîne respects thev are
leading the country. 1 say Iaig
ivien 1 refer to literature, the standard
1w' which, ii flhc future, flic relative

progress of eaclh of the Provinces wvî11
be juclged. In i891, whien the Rev.
Principal Grant miade an attackr on the
xvhole French Canadian race, before a
%rast assemhly of Amnerican teachiers
gathered in Toronto, because of
certain misnianagement in one of the
Departmnents of the Fecleral Govern-
ment, presidecl over by a French
Canadian, the Rev. E. 1. Rexford,
Stipt. of the Protestant Board of
Education for the Province of Quebec
answered bu iii i these ivords: "1
stand lucre as the representative 'of the
Frenclimeu in a province almost wvholly
Frenchu, wvhicli bas mnanifested a mar-
vellous powver of the people to stick
together, surrounded as they are
wvhollv by English influence, cut off
from their native land, ruled and
gyorerned by the Englîshi people.
They hiave preserved their language
and thieir institutions, and Principal
Grant would be the first to admit that
under the greatest difficulties and dis-
advantages they have built up iii that
province a literature wbich stands
easily flrst iii the Domninion to-day.
The literature of the Province of
Quebec is far ahead of the literature
of other parts of the Dominion. Not
only so, MIr. Chairmnan, " lie continued,
"but they hiave developed in the
Province of Quebec, under peculiar
circunistances, institutions that com-
miand our admiration. "

1 may also notice that the Rev.
Principal of Queen's made a satirical
remiark as to the politeness of our
race. When wve consider that a man
at the hiead of a great institution of
learningr depreciates this trait wvhich is
a sign of the highest civilization, wve
cati easily divine the motives that
inspircd his words anid judge of Ilis
influence on our young country. In
the saine class I shall mention a
certain Rev. Mr. Sutherland of Toronto
who referred to the people of Quebec
as " one million five bundred thousand
barbarians." 0f course, Mien takeii
to task, lie denied having used tlîat
phrase, but it wvas nevertbeless a
remlar-kable coincidence tliat several of
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