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EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

Tiii. IEBtTE bctWeenl rcprcscnt.atives of .Toronto
University and McGill, of whiciî our readers ivill find
a fuli account in anothcr colunii, camne braveiy off
thc other cvening, ini the.MoIson Hall. \Vc shoulti
have been glati if oxîr meni couiti have %von distinc-
tionanud the debatc; but if thecy %vere not ta win, wc
know of ione by whonî it wouid be plcasanter to bc
worstcd than their skiiful andi courteous opponients.
\Vc heartily congratuiatc these latter gcntlcnien upon
their -tveil-catrncd success. It was no niere Ir ialk
over " for thein, and McGill niay bc hioncstly conigra-
tuiatcd also, for înaking a gooti second. The only
party who came out af the encouniter absoiutciy %vitli-
out laurels wvas the ulifortunate Scîîatc. E--ven the
learnr,.d judgc, iii summing up the arguments, %vas
obligeti to bc a littie bard uipon this august body;
-nid it is to bc hopcd that it (the body) inay take
warning iii timie, anti do thi ncdful, before the deci-
sion reacheti thc otiier evening cati bc carricti itîto
effect.

i 'Ne do not, howcver, %vish to be thoughit to make
ig iîht in a»)y wvay of thiese iliter-coliegiate meetings.
On~f the contrary, %we esteeni tlieni among the nîost
important events of the coilege ycar; anti ver>' glati
'«c %vcre, that thc large audience bath of students anti
of thecir fricnds showcd that we arc tiot alone iii this
opinion. Thoughi %vc do flot think that Canadian
Universities have, as yet, given that excessive promi-
incncc to athletics whiich lias aircady grown into an
adînittcd and serious cvii iii nîany institutions of
lcarniîîg, it is ilone thc icss worth while to reminti the
p)ublic (ranibcrs of the Universities, of course, nleeti
no reniindcr) thiat the students have otiier recreatiotîs
than foot-bai, cricket andi hockey ; andi that pro-
inent aniong tiese otiier recreations are the literary

anti dcbating societies. Ali nien are îlot bon orat-
ors-ve re ncllie tothink tiat tetrue orator, likce

the truc poct, ;;ascituir uz;/ft-but ail mien can, andi
as nîany as possible shouiti. at Icast lcarn ta express
%vliatever tlicy nia), have ta Sa', tira mnaticaliy andi
întciiigibly. WCe kîîaw of no better aid in acquiring
thîs potwC1 than sucli fricndly contests as the ane
that lias given rise to thiese reflectioiîs. Tiîey dcv-
clop not only a mastery of language, but, %what is better

*stili, a habit of accurate tiîinking ; anti bath are ac-
quisitions than '«hidi nothîng cati be more vi!uable
tar a mian, iii '«hatever position leicnay in af er lite
bc placeti.

linter-collegiaite debates, nioreovcr, are naL apt to
*bc attended withi the most seniaus danger ta which
the less important contcsts betvcen tiienibers af the
sanie sacicty are exposei -.- the danger of arguing
upon subjects '«hidi anc lias not taken tinie or pains
to thoroughiy study. Thîis, wvhicli can be productive
only af worduicess, is, as we have saiti, a danger from,
iviichi inter-coilegiatc debates are exempt ; since the
iîîîpottance of the occasion is sure to stimulate, if
notiîing more, careful preparation, before speaking.

Wc sîtoulti bc iicartily glati if the meînbcrs af aur
Literary Socicty coulti arrange for atiditional debates
%vith rcpresentativcs of other Univcrsities.

RUMOURS hlAvri LA rEIX BXcirculatiiig,-have,
iii fact, reachced lite secitidei sp)ot wvlierc '«c kcep aur
"boatrt,"thatiii conifornîityw'itli tlîc otlîcrcquipnments
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