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THE STAMPS OF BULGARIA.

demanded that it should accept their
protection. Upon the refusal o accede
to this demand, a long war followed,
which left Bulgaria in such a weak
condition that it fell easily into the
hands of the Turks when they made
theif appearance in Europe.

From 1302 until 1879 it was a provionce
of the Tarkish empive, and during that
time retrograded  lamentably. The
*unspeakable™ Turk distinguished his
rule here, as clsewhere, by mal admin-
istration and oppression of the worst
kiud.

As was the e with Roumania,
Bulguria owed its deliverance from the
Turks w0 Russia. Emperor Alexander
H came to the rescue of the Christians
«f- Tarkey -and- tributary- states in
their struggle for hiberty, and the
RussiasTarkish War of 18i7 resulted.
As this ended disastrously for Turkey,
the demands of Russia for reforms in
the Balkan states were granted to a
large extent.

By the treaty of Berlin, Bulgaria
was made o tributavy principality of
the sultan with a Christian govern-
ment, a uatinnal mititia and the right
to make its awn laws, A prince was
to beelected by the people and con-
firmed by the porte with the conseat
of the powers. That poition of Bul-
geavia south of the Balkang was to have
a Christian gavernor appainted by the
sultan, to serve for i tern of ten years,
this appeintment to be coutirmed by
the pavers. °

Aiexander of Battenbung. brother of
the Into Prince Henry of Battenburg,
was clected princein April, 1579, and
duly confirmed. Things did not run
smoothly in the new state, howover,
Ministerial crises and inteynal dissen-
sions of all sorts embarrassed the
government. ‘The inhabitants of South
Bulgaris, that part under the Turkish
governor, were constantly rlamoring
for union with the princimlity. The
cfforts of the national jarty to bring
tkis about and the repeated interfer
ence. of Russin in the affairs of tho
country, caused continual uproar.

The fact that Russinng were in pos-
session of positions in the cabinet and

in the civil and military service was a
severo blow to the national pride. The
nationa! assembly opposed the foreign
officials, and us the prince did not
support them, the Russians gave up
their places and left the country.
‘This resulted in very strained rela-
tions between Russia and Bulgaria.
The South Bulgarians revolted, mado
their governor a prisoner and invited
Prince Alexander to rule over them
also. He accepted and declared the
two portions of the country united.
This action was, of course, contrary
to the conditions of the Treaty of Ber-
hu, but rather than provoke another
war, the porte allowed matters to re-
main as they were, and while South
Bulgaria nominally belongs to Turkey,
it is really in the hands of Bulgaria.
The enlargement of Bulgariz was

observed by Servin with jealous oyes,.

and that country declared war against

Bulgaria in 1635. The Serviang re-

ceived a good drubbing in the short
campaign that followed, but nochange
was made in the conditions of the
countries.

In spite of these successes, Princo
Alexander's government did not get on
well, and various conspiracics against
him were discovered. Finally he was
kidnapped by Russian agents and
taken to Russia. Ho returned to Sofin
later, and was received by the people
with enthusiasm, but ag it was impos-
sible for him to obtain the good will of
Russia, he resigned his position and
left the country.

Prince Waldemar of Denmark was
offered the vacant throne, but declined
with thanks, for which action he was
certainly not to blame. After search-
ing around Europe for a suitable
prin-e, the sobranjc elected (2837)
Prnince Ferdinand of Coburg, the

present ruler.
His has not been 2 bed of voses

since that time, as the powers huveo
never confirmed his clection, and it
can truly be sid that *‘uncasy sils
the head that wears the crown ™ in this
case, as the crown has never been
very steadily set upon it.

The assassination of the patriotic
cx-minister, Stambuloff, some months
ago, reflected very badly on the gow
crament, as it is belioved that the

murder was instigated by it. Stam-
bulofl was the foremost man of the
new Bulgaria.

As mentioned above, Prince Ferdi-
nand isnow trying to get into tho
good graces of the St. Petersburg
government. Whether he succeeds or
meets the same fate as Prince Alex-
andar remains to be seen.

The sobranje is a representative
body, being elected by universal man-
hood sufirage for a term of three
years. Each 100,000 inhatitants are
represented by one mewrber. The
executive power is invested under the
prince in a coupeil of six ministers.

The ecstimated aren of Bulgaria
proper is 24,860 with n populatibn of
ovér 8,000,000; that of Eustern Ron-
melis (South Bulguria) is 18,500, with
2 population of 960,000. The capital,
Sofin, has over 80,000 inhabitants.

—American Philatelic Magazine.
OTTAWA NOTES.

Nithout doubt Mr. Mulockis endeavor-
ing to get sometking more than a cursory
idea of the ramifications of his extensive
department. He knows that Rome
wasn’t built in a day, ncither can the
biggest depantment in the public service
be reformed ina week, One point was
settled by Mr. Mdlock lately which will
commend itselfto business people. Some-
time ago mention was made of some ill-
fecling on the part of merchants in To-
ronto, because they had been forbidden
to scll postage stamps, which come to
them in the shape of remittances. It
appears that the licensees to scll stamps
receive their permits on the distinct
understanding that they must purchase
their supplics from the Government, and
no person is allowed to sell stampsunless
he has a stamp vendor's Yicense.  This is-
a provision in the Postoffice Act, not a
merc abitrary ruling on the part of the
depantment.  Thercason. for it is that, if
the sale of stamps were unlicensed it
would leave so many opportunitics. for
boys tosteal them,and it was uith the
specific object of preventing. speculation
of stamps that the provision was inserted
inthe Postal Act. Tomeet the grievance
that marchants, who receive stamps as



