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OUR FISHERIES.

T has always ecemed tons that the policy follawed
l by our Government, sloce the abrogation of the
Reciprool®y Treaty, with rogatd to the Fisherles has
been most ohildgish. They hizve clupg with tho utmost
tenscity to a ghadow, while thoy let the substance
slip from thele grasp. By way of asserting o right
of propristansbip, they lovied at first & meraly nominal
tax on United Btatos fishormen, assossed at the rato of
iRy conts & fon on the vostela used, rubsequen®v
ralsing the rate to & dollar, and last year to two dolinrs

¢ ton. This apparently {noreased tax, however,
did not yleld {n 1863, hatl tho aroount obtafned in 1867,
owing it must bo pressmed to {nfraction of our laws
by United States fGishermien, and jocfiiclent means
employed to pravent it on our part. The Now York
Tribune in & recent fssuc states that tho Gloucaster
fisherraen **irritated at the frequent and persistent
« Intetferdtitd of ‘British: cryleers-n thelr legitimato
« pursuits,"—interference which they wero not goiog
to put up with aoy longer—obtsined legal advice as
to tho extent of thelr right to resist, and rinco then
« have.armed themselves abundantly with Enfield
« riffes,” detormioed to be driven away by no med-
s dlosome” Britfshers  The Tribune further says
that * tho issap of a.contlictbetween 8 flect of o dnzen
« schoonors and a cutter would not be vory doubtfa),”
bot sdmits that tho internationat complications to
which it would givo riso, might bo cudless.

¢ our Governmout Instesd of merely levying an
{psignitizant tax oD foreign fishermen f+hivg in our
waters—to the ipjarv of our own fishermen-had at
onee takens the bold polioy of completely excluding
them, there woun'd have been nothing of this kind,
aod 7o chavce of ** complications.” 1t would bhave
been seon that we Wora fn earnest: no Gloucester or
other forelgn flshermen could attempt to cruiso §n
Canadiap wafers, except at the risk of capture: and
our own people-would bave taken the flsh, and would
have been ablo to el them too. apits of duty. to the
fish-eaters in the States

A memorandum- of the Minister of Marine and
Fisherles, on this subject dated February 27, 1863,
and conourrod o by the Irivy Council, shows that
Governmeaat did mot err through .ignorance of tho
effoct of thelr policy, or through indifferenco to its
resnit. Tho momorandum contains the following
parsgraph -—

 Thos the practical efsct of 8 formal licenso system
- has been to admit Americans to analmostirco uso of
- our fisheries,whilst incurring ov our part, and that ot
» thhe Imperial Government, a very oonsiderable and
* upgompensated expenss to merely regulate forelgn
+ participation in those important advantsges, to
« protect British fishermen in the concurrent enfoy-
* mept of their rightful privileges, and to g aard the
« fishing. grounds against sabstantial inju.y ” And
this ssmo memorapdum 8 little further on states that
* whataver may be at prezent determined on by Her
+ Msjesty’s Government, unless velore the advent of
« auother fishlng season 60mMO satisfactory arrange-
« ment shall be.ef ted, the exlsting and any other
“ mere provisionalsystem ought wholly to cease, and
- g}l concessive Jiberties of flshing bo absolutely with-

hetd.” Aod regarding this very witbholding of the
fniberty of fishing, while it is conceded that the
adoption of this vourse * i3 considered to be fraught

with diepgroeahte and perhaps dangerous complics.
tions,” neverthgless «it t3 obvious'y that ono which
. sooner or Mater must be adopted The difficulties
- and delicacies of this question constantly Increase
tbrongh-delerment **

1. was then, befara the commencement of the fish-
10g season of 1863, determined to cootinuo for that
sear tho licensing system 8% « tonoago rate of §2 por
ton but as ghewn, with the clear unders*anding that
such setem was ouly temaporary. and in default of
any satisfactory arraugement with the Uvited States,
ought wholly to cease before tho sdvent of another
season. Another geason has come and nearly gone,
and the eame system is stil) covtioned under the
recommendation of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, 28 we find from his memorzndum of 20th
April last,

Wo shonld Ifke to know how much longer this
shilly-shaliyioy s to last. It is of coBTSe BECPSSAYY,
as 10ng ca Princy-Edward's Islang {5 outsido tho Con-
federation, that nothing ehonld be dove in the
matter without tho gonent of Her Mejosty's Govern.
mont, bt it iscqually pocessary, and minizterschonld
o held 20 @ sirfos tocouulsbilisy §f they fuil §p this
rispach, that tho mastice should ba pousied on thd
Yoo prvcriieat 92 faal daclsdon,  Edthe wd kevd
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rights, or wo bava none; cither our rights aro value
able, or they aronot.  Wa Canadians hava mado up
our minds thst wo have cXclusive ripht tocur own
fiaherios, and wae think e privilege sufflclently valu.
abla. \We have comn to tho concluslea too, individu-
ally and as a nation, that our rights should be no
longer practically soviendered, but that they should
bo at onco claiard and enforced. Wo feel assured
that the Imperial Uovernmont wiil give copsent to
any policy on tho part of the Dominlon for the eettle.
ment of this question, provided it docs not lnterfero
with existing agrecments between England aud the
United Stales. And wo quite ngreolwl!h Mr Mitchell
that the only potley whioch would st all matoh the
cirenmstanass of the case, is that of total exclaslon
of Americans from sll participation in our fisherles,
within the prescribed limiits of three miler from our
ahores. o trust the Jicensing system wi'l end with
the prosent eeaton snd that ..t next session of Parlla.
ment -Government wilt be.sble to auuvancq that, not
as a measore of retaliation or coerclon towards the
Statos, but aya resumption ot our own rights, and as
aa encouiragement to our own fishermen, they have
decided to withhold altoguther from forelgners the
sight under any circumstances to catc. flsh in Cana.
dian §nahore Ssberies.

THE TRANE-CONTINERTAL RAILIVAY.

ITYHIS great railwsy project continues to attract
P much attention in the United States, particnlarly
1D the cities < Portland and (swego. The immediate
objact of tha promoters of the enterprise, 12 a lino of
| rstiwsy from I'ortiaod by the South-oast shoro of
| Lake Ontano—0swego being a principal- polnt—and’
| theneo to Chicago; but conuectlons aro expocted.to
| be mado with tho-great Northern Paciflo line, apd
| thus it 53 hoped there may bo & continons ling of rail
from Puget's Sound on the Pacifio, to Portland on the
Atluptio A great railway convention was recently
held 11 Qswego, to discuss and forward this-great ao-
dertaking. Thero was a Iatgo gathering of railway
mon fram New York State, Miobigan, Maine, Ulinols,
| and other States joteresusd. Tho convention sssms
| to hiave baen very harmonious, and strong resolutions
{ were sdopted, urging the pecessity. . of more rallway
faciiities between tho Alissfasipps and Upper Lake
regiop and the Atlantle seabcard, sud particalarly
commending the propased Trans-Continental line to
tho east of the Guif of St. Lawrence—Portland befog
the terminus—on account of tha saving {n ocean tran
git. YVo may explain that the Irans-Continental lino
is not fotended to be mew throughout. Several
companies alieady in existence, are expected to
amalgamato and form part of this great project. As
we understand it from the recolutions passed at tho
Conyention. which sre unfortunately -not very clear
in their meauivg to one who was not present, the
Michigan Alr line is intended to form part of tho
Tians-Contingntal. A new company 13 to be formed
in Now York to *organize n Tailway from tho most
« fogalbla point in the castern part of New York,
« potween WWhitehall and Albany, to run in the
« geperal dirzction of tho south-cast basin of Lake
« Qptarlo,” and it is hoped, if possible, to mske con-
ncctions with a ling through Ontarie. Arrangoments
wero made by which a meeting of il parties in.
torested in tho various lines can bo cslled together
when the necessity arfses and from the tone of the
rpeakors we shoutd supposa that there ts lfttde doubdt
but that the Travs-Continental.railway will before
many years become &n accomplished 1aot, Tho Con-
vention in one of thelr resotations strongly upged the
Goveroment toassist the two now Pacitio roads which
aro being advocated—the Nortbern and Southern
Pacifio lines. The latter 3 a competitor of the Pacifie
road now running. Inall the North-¥Western States
the Northern Pacific ia popular- Xt i3 intended to ron
close to our North-\West Territory, with:its \festern
terminus at Pugot’s Seund, and the eagerncss of our
American frienda to get the lina constructed, arises {o
no woall degree from the desiro 0 got tho start of
Canada, snd thus posibly prevent our bailding 8
Pacific line throueh British Territory. There can be
po donbt of tho fact, thet tho shortest, and possibly
tho easlost constructed line, to tho Facific Ocoan.
could bo mado through British Amerlea, and it s
equally clear that i auy ponsiderabis amount of
Asfatio trada {s ovar t0 pasd RCP0sS thié continent tO
Earope @ Canpdian Pacitio Baflway would have the
{nside track of sl COMPENLOS, biing the ghortest and
cheayedt roie, Cur-nsighbours exhibi graat-cated
yrica do Uutldisg ealiwoya Concldeiing ha populas
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tion aud wealth of Tacads, however, we havo not
1agsod behind, butit is evident thora § & great deal
yot boforo us to do in this respect.

OUR PETROLEUM TBADRE,

\ E lLave marked with much gratileatlon the

incressed activity msnilest of lato fu the oil
buriness of Canada For a loeg period evorything
wa3 dull and flat. almost to tho vergo of absolute
stagnation., Whilst in Penvsylvania tho groatest
activity was manifest,—o0ld wells being pump:d dry,
s0d new ones sunk,—in Canada there wasno demand
for tho orude oil. The fact was, our homo market,
which does not require ovor 100,000 barrels, was com-
pletely glutted, and from somo causoor other thero
was no demand for tho oil for foroign export. Capa.
dian petroleum had got & bad vameabroad from gomo
early shipmenta; neither in polnt of color nor smell
was it considered equal to tho Ameorican article.
Malaly through tho enterprise of Messrs Englohart &
Co., of Now York, this state of matters has boen
changed. These gontlemen have creoted a larga
establishment at Lond¢ a, Outario, and have shipped
some first-class Canadian ofl to Europs, sud there is
now every promise that not only will the objections
to our petroleum di:appear, bot that it will rival in
po;;lularlty the produco of tho best Peonsylvania
wells,

There i3 a wide fleld open for the focreaso of this
branch of Caradian fndustry. There 1s scarcely a
single important part of the civilised world that Ame-
rican petroleum is not now exported to. England.
Germavy, Franoe, Tarkey, lndia, South Amerioa,
Australia, and many other parts of the world, now

.purchaso it.1n Jarge quentities. From an ablo article

in the London Free Press, wo leara that the.prodac.
tion 1n Pennsylvanta tn Seplembder was 12615 barrols
per diem, and during the niae months of 1863 no 1¢ss
tban 8,012,233 barrels had beon produced: And the
rato at which production is augmenting, may be
kpown from the fact that these last-figures show.an

.juorease of 254,501 barrels over-thio same period-of

1563 Over 830 wells aro constantiy in process of
being drilicd; s fast aa oid ones give out, new ones

‘baing commenced. Aithough the enormons quastity

of $19,0::0 barrols woro obiained daring 8eptember,
the stecks on hand do not socumulate, for outof a
tankage of 1,220,639 barrels, thore was over one mile
1fon barrels of tankage unused; In other words, there
wero over 210,259 barrels of ofl on hand Theoilow-
ing statistics of the exports of American-oil-will ehow
tho valuabie addition it makes to the oexports of our
neighbonrs - R
Exrorts from New York from Japuary 13t to October
10th, and frou all other ports to October 2ad
daring the years indlcated: !

From 1369. 18 8.
New York .... ..galls. 52851851
Bostot..cevseceee "ga" 1602963 4? %222
Phitadelphis....... * 22,23856(3 23 010,332
Baltimere .... ... ** 1,057,444 26909564
Portland..ceceeenns 568,970

——

Total .8.. Z 7
R TR S T
Same time 18686...... renee oo 47,525,601

These figures folly bear cut the statement that
petrsleum I3 row ono of tho most important exports
of tho United States. e have referred above to the
yield of oi} daring Svptzmtor.  Taking that quontity
at the prices g.ven duripg that month, £5.50 per
barrel, the Teceipts run up to no less than $2.334,645¢
And taking tho whole exports for this yoar (ning.
months) as given above, 77,963,733 gallons, and count-
ing tho same &t the market price ot 520 per gallon, wo
bave a total value of §24.852,8%5 for ninp months!
Taking the remaining threo months at the same rate,
tho total revenue from the wells- of Penneylvania
during 1662 will not bo less than tho enotw.ons sum of
£31,062,493. Theso statistics jndla’e the vest dimens
sions te.which the petroleum trada ot our nefgbbours
has swelled.

Now, what is to hinder Canada [rom reaping & large
part of this. rich harvest. As oor oil £3 now belng
refined, it {s quite equal to American; and why, thoo,
should wa not goon havea.large axport trado of thig
article? Yoaro glad to kuow thut the trado Is Jook.
ing up, and that avouud Petrolia, Bothwell, and othay
places In fae oft Alstrict, old wells aro belng vigoransly
pumped, and now ones aro being put down. Butagz
tots} yleld is, atter all, but trifiing A gcod apthority
sats 4t dawn,at 1,500 barsels per day, op¢00,680 por
anpem  Poumspleania prodoses &3 Quch i34 dogla
£200th, £ad, With Fropar 6avets 10 futroducecur €3



