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28 The Ethiopian Converted
Lesson XI. THE ETHIOPIAN CONVERTED March 16, 1902

Acts 8:29-39. Study Acts 8:26-40. Commit to meinory vs. 34, 35. Read Isa. 53.

20 1 Then the Spirit sald unto Phil’ip, Go near, and
Join thyself to this chariot,

30 And Phil'ip ran 2thither to him, and heard him
aread the prophet Esai’as, and said, Understandest
thou what thou readest ?

31 And he said, How_ can I, except some 4 man
should guide me? Aud he sdesired Plul iy, 6that
he would come up and sit with him,

32 1The place of the scripture which he 8read wag
this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter: and
9like a lamb 10dumb before his shearer, so topened
he not his mouth ; 3

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away : 12and who shall declare his genceration? fur
higlife is taken from the earth, :

34 And the eurnich answered Philip and said, 1
tray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of

himself, or of some other 13man ?

35 1 Then Phil'ip opened  his mouth, and 14 began
?t the same scripture, and preached unto him

e’sus,

36 And as they wenton 15heir way, they came unto
A certain water. and the cunuch 16 sald,” See, here iy
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

37 17 Add Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine_heart, thou mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Je'sus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he comr-anded the chariot to stand still -
and they 18 went down both into the water, both
Phil'ipand the cunuch : and he baptized him.

39 And when they 19 were come u,. out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip
20 that the cunuch saw him no more ¢ 2tand he wee
on his way rejolcing.

Revised Version—1 And: 20mil thither; 3 Reading Isainh the prorhct: 40ue shall; 6 Besought; 6Tc

come up; TNow : s\WWasreacding : 9.A8; 10 Before his shearer 1 dumb; 11

Ie opencth; 12 His generation who

shall declare? 130mu man; . Beginning from the Scapiuse, preached ; 13 The; 16 Saith, Behold, 17 Verse 37

omitled ; 18 We¢nt down both; 19Came: 20 And; 21 For,

EXPLANATION

Connection—Simon the sorcerer, who was no true
convert, offered to buy from the apostles the power to
bestow the Holy Spirit, that he might make gain by
it, but was severcly rebuked. Peter and John, who
bad come down to visit the converts at Samaria, re-
turned to Jerusalem, but Philip continued his work
(vs. 18-25).

Philip, while preaching in Samaria, was divinely
called to goin the direction of Gaza, a city of the
Phihstines, 30 miles southwest of Jerusalem. He
obeyed and on the way overtook an influential
official—* an cunuch of great authority *’'—from the
court of the Queen of Ethiopia in Africa. He was a
convert to the Jewish faith, and had been worshipping
at Jerusalem, aud returning home he was reading
aloud the prophet Isaiah, as he sat in his chariot.

29, 30. The Spirit said. Through some un-~
erring inwand impulse. Philip was thus divinely
guided (John 11: 26). Join thyself to this char-
iot ; that is to the company of travellers, forthe great
man would haveattendants (v.3%). They would be
travelling slowly, as the enunch was reading. Philip
ran; in his carnestnessto obey. Heard him read,
etc. As he went beside the charniot. He weuld be
reading from the Greek version of the 01 Testament,
which was translated from the Hebrew for the Greek-
speaking Jews in Africa, Understandest thou P
The interruption would not offend, for Orientals are
freer in their manner than we are.

81, 32, Except some man should guide me.
He was eager to
learn, but the pas-
sage was a diflicult
onewith-
out a
know-

Parchmont Caso and Rolls (Peloubet's Notes)

ledgze of Christ. The place of the Scripture
. « was this. Sce Isaiah 53:7,8 The difiiculty,
Iay in reconciling the idea of Chnst as suffering, de-
spised andslain, with Christas a gloriousand triumph-
ant king. He was led, etc. ; showing Christ’s pa-
tience and gentleness under suffering. He opened
not his mouth; but quietly submitted to suffering
and shame.

33. His judgment was taken away. He did
not receive a fair trinl, and though innocent was
condemned. 'Who shall declare his generation?
who can tell the wickedness of the age that put Him
to death. His life is taken ; by u violent death,

34, 85. The eunuch; the officer of the Queen’s
court referred to in v, 27, Of whom speaketh the
prophet. He had doubtless heard the question dis-
cussed at Jerusalem (v. 27); the believers would argue
that Christ fullfilled the prophecy, the Jews would
strenuously deny it. Phillp opened his mouth;
a phrase alwaysused to introduce some weighty utter-
ance (ch. 10; 34: Matt5; 2). Began at the same
scripture; as a starting point of his discourse.
Preached . . . Jesus ; how that He fulfilled the
praphecy, and made it possible for all to be saved
who repent and belicve and obey.

386, 387. A certain water. The exact locality is
notnot known. What doth hinder P Ihilip had
cvidently told him the meaning of baptism, or he had
heard of and seen itat Jerusalem. VerseJ7 is omitted
from the Rev. Ver, but its doctrine of faith is the
teaching of the Acts (105 13).

88, 39. Commanded the chariot: showing
that servants attended him. Went down into the
water. The phrase “into the water’ does not refer
to the baptism, but to the movement preceding the
ritc. .And he baptised him. A separateactfrom
going into and coming out of the water. Up out
of the water; referring to the movement from the
water after the rite. The mode cannot be determined
from this passage. The Spirit caught away
Philip: in a miraculous manner. Went on his
way; The Abyssinians of to-day claim that this
Ethiopian introduced Christianity among them.
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