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TUE "LITTLE MESTER.- in buik. IVo ne longer geL tihetui in l-
discriminato profusion, nor do we get
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Sheffield as tho IILittio e ster " fading the whole. Rougiy tha trado may bo
out of existence ? Tho question is in- divjded into three classes -bast, nmedium
teresting, thaugli iL hardiy roaohes the and commetn, 0f theso the icoLt, ne
dignity of importance, for ini practical dotubt, go ta shoffioid, but they ara
life mon and tlîiugs lose importance in placed with tho great bouses thora. The
oxact propartion as they lose poiver. If second clase ara cbiofly suppliod by native
A ha truc, aes e currentiy boiieved, that producere, and the third by Gormany.
the Illittho meter " is boiug puehced frossa WV can count upon aur fingors nearly a
hie etoolby theeovor.broadoning shoudors dan shefllid houecs, alive ana dead,
of tho largo maufacturer, porsons witli a wiih have droppod ont of tho Amorican
tagto for antiquarian mattore wiiwolaaine traddoivitliin-thist 'Cïelvà 'ycir, -and-
him s n acquisition, and will fondis whiohi, iii se disappoaring, having loft
hie romains , but bis decline wili hardly scores of pendant Il ttie mestors " in the
diblocato any serap of meehanism in the inreli. Snob American orders as tho
groat practical world, which nover leeke Il lttle moteIl browses upan newv came
baek. Tiso extinction, if iL bo reaily to bim in a barrassing, heothe flush, iast.
threatcnnd, is hoinil to ba tentative and ing a month or two and loaving biu
graduai; anmd Whon tha iast.forge shahl lighi ana dry for threos or four mare.
ho put out nd tho last mantifacturing This desolato hiatus toles hç.aviiy on hie
irrogular bAs beon gathored into the financiai resaurcos. Hoe epnnot koop hie
raulas of organizcd labour, tha industrial mon tagethor; they go to tho suror cm-
fabria will scarccly fool auy vibration ployment cf the larger hanses. Ho je
frein tha shock cf dissolntion. Thora afraid ta ernploy 'himsoif on approvod
eau be no dloubt, wa think, that for: good patterns fa' tho sansie roason that the
or far cvii LUis procose af absorption je merchant Who foe hi heoitates bo
going on, and that in a fow yoars tho giva hM spoculativo work, viz., that
"llittie mester " of the cutlory and lbard- IAmorican huyers are as fiekie as tho
ware trade8 wiil ho little more than ai. wind in thoir chaîco. There are otthor
hietorical abjct. Witholut attaching rosans for tho decay af this ancient re-
under wvciglit to %vbat wo sec in other proentativo cf the cutlery tradc, 'wbich
directione, or ta the goeorai tcniieney in jwa have not space te exhanet ; but two
large concerne bo play tho part cf Aaron's mnay bc montioned-tho scarcity of
serpent, thora je undoubtcdly a funda- juvoniie labaur, cansequent on education-
montai disposition in modemn fexà&ýtnco ai requiremonta and the attraction of
bo fuse and marge camman intoreste in .&aghor wages elsewhere, aud tho practice
order tho botter ta fight a cemmen followod by sanie 'ente direct. bnyars of
hattie. For this purpose tho lion may penetrating the lair of the "Ilittie mester"l
often lie down with a iamb, thougli in for thoir own profit.-The Iroistmanger.
this casa we are baunda te say that the
lamb is Ilinside the lion." The 8ecial A DIAMOND THmPF.
difficultice with tho I"littia mestor" of the
outlery trade bas hiadt te face oflante yeaa A CLEVER TilEiT ANI) 11W IT WAS DIS-

have boon great. Foreign campetition, COVERED.

labenr-saving maohinory, and erratio
demand may ha namod as the chief Au aid harso.car canductor, telling a
facters in this disconifiture; aud perhape Chicago reparter of bis expez:ience with
the last le fthe werst. For yoars the thioves on bis cars, mentioncd the case
groat hackbone upon whieh the Illittie af "Dandy Bon," a well known pick-
master" rolied for hie trado was the poket, whom ha liait arresto e ans ,
Ainorican markat, which thon paured , aftor a lady passenger had discavered the
forth iLs ordors inta the lap af Sheffield 'lose cf a vanabie diamond earring. ,lia
without reservo. Amorican wark wae was searchcd," eaid the conductar,
thon compam-atively safa stock, aud cm - froma the orown of hie bat ta the sale
pioymnent was coaeistently good or uni- cf his beote, but
farmnly pear, according be the height cf TIM DIAMON» WAS NOT DISCOVERRD.

tihe cammericai tido. Sinco thon tho It was nat on bie peran, I was beat;
Transsatiantia orders bave itndorgona a and when Dandy Bon sarcastically asked
prodigiaue cbange bath in chamster nad me if i was satisfied, i blda lii I was.

1 M11, thon 1 ans not, lie eaid, ,yu
will licar from m ingatn.'* And tahng
a note-book from his pocket, hio cu,.
toak down tho nuinher of may car and
stepped off. Tho car wias again scarohcd
for tho oarring, but in vain, and tho un.
happy lady Who bail lest it was inconsol.
able."

41Was it nover found ?

"lYcs, One morning, a fow days aftcr
theoavent, I was loitoring about the car-
barn, haviug a hiaif liour botweon trips.
Tho ouiy other persan aroud was the
foromhan of the-barn, ad'a'sýtoditene
of tha wide.opon doors, whcn a shabby,
riîsty, dilapidatod old tramp cause linap
ing aiang, looking as forlorn and wrctch
cd as tha last rasa of ennimer. It was a
caïd Înarniug, and the old fellow sidled
np ta tho dloor, and thon suddcnly whiec.
cd inside to escape a fiercer gust of wind
tian nuai. NVith a rather fatignod air
ho asked the foreman's permission to Bjt
down in one of the cars, wvhoe ha cauld
reet and ba out of the wind for a fow
minutes. Re seexned so harmiess and
tircd and celd that the foroman cou
sented, ana the oad ehap shnfiled aiong
into the harn. Ho paesed tbrea or four
cars, loahing nt the number of eacb, bc.
fore lia finally clambered iuto eue aia
Bat down ini a corner. I noticcd this, but
not with surprise, for I had recognizt:d
the nman. I don't know how I
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sa readily, but tha minute I laid eycs ou
that oad tramap I knew it *was Dandy Bou.
He didn't soem to notice me, or, if ho
did, hoe doubtîcess thaught hie disguiso
was all.snfflcient. I wondered what new
gaine the rascal was up to naw, and con-
oluded ta do alittie watching on rny own
hook without mmpartiug the secret of my
discavcry ta the forenian. I sanntered
to and fro for soveral minutes, trying to
decide the best course to pursue ta flnd
ont the trickstcr's game ; thon, ail of a
eudden, a thouglit struck me. Without
any further hesitation I walkod dircctly
and rapidly to the car door which: the
tramp liadt ntored, jerked. open the daar
aua stepped insime. While doing this i
cauglit the sonnd of a hurricd maveinent
o. o.. part of tho occupant of the car,
ana by the turne I geL m1y oyes on him hoe
was lcaning back in bis corner feigning
asecep. But ho bad net had finie to put
ont of siglit a chisel and a amail saw
whiioh were only partiaily concealcdl
boncath bis cont. The siglit of these
tools confirmod my suspicion. 1 canglit


