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LOSSES BY FOREST FIRES.
LOW WATER INJURES DUSINESS—THE WASTE Op
2 ATRRIAL IX MANUFACTURING KQUARE TIBEIL,

Some very interesting information regarding
tho lumber trade has been secured. 1t ix up.
wards of thirty years since the water inthe
Ottawa river was vo low it ixat the present
time.  Along the banks of the river and its
tributarfes largo quantitics of raw logs are tied
up, which may only bo catimated by hundreda
of thousandea.  ‘Tho littlo villago of mills at tho
Chaudierc ia almost dexerted,  ‘The mills have
shut down, and dirappointed mill owners aro
forced to cance) remunerative contreacts, owing
to tho scarcity of loge. ANl the promiuent
lumbering cstablishments have been obliged to
surpend work, their yards having been cleared
of loge, and tho idea of getting any further
supply down the nier this season has been
abandoned. Tt was estimated, during the early
part of the present month, that this season’s
cut for the Ottawa Valley district would reach
867,000,000 feet,  ‘Tho prezent state of the water
will make a material chango in this calulation,
which will probably fall short at least thisty
por cont. of tho actunl quantity of hunber
rRAWN,

1.OsY FROM FORENS I'IRES,

Tho want of water is not the only ubstacle
which the Otlawa Iumbermen havo beenobliged
to encounter of Iate,  Tho destructive forest
fires which have been raging over their exten-
sive timber limits during tho past fuw weeks
have hid wasto some of the most valuable
timber property in the Dominion.  The ques.
tion of tho timber supply of the Daminion has
froquently received the attention of Parliament,
and notwithstanding the precautions which
havo been taken to enforce tho laws for the pre.
vention of forest fires it has been found impos.
8iblo to lessen tho quantity of valuable property
which js yearly destrayed in thie wav.  The
lowest cstimate of the average annual loss
through forest fires places it at 85,000,000 in the
Ottawa Valloy alone.  Jt was suggested by an
expert, who was examined beforo a committco
of the House of Commons, that the appoint.
ment of a stafl of incpectors of forests would
largoly reduco the annual logs from thix cause,
That the country should derive the fullest
benefit from the =ervices of such a corp, he
maid, it wonld be necessary that these inspectors
should ho practical furesters, men of cducation
and amplo oxperience in tho best training
schools of Europe. It would bo comparatively
oasy to secure tho «ervices of such a class, who,
when once ostablished in this country, counld
train their assistante.  When it is considered
that it takes a pine tree 150 years to attain
maturity tho magnitude of tho yearly natjonal
loss from this cauze is more apparent.

VALUE OF TIMBER LANDR.

An idea may ho formed of the value of the
timbor limits from which the Ottawn district is
supplied from tho following account of sales
which wero cffected in this city by publie anc
tion and propertics offered for salo on the 21st
inst-:=The Camplell limit of thirty-nine square
miles, situafed on the Trout Lake brauch of the
Potowawa river, was first offered en Moe. It
was started at 815,000 and wax knocked down
at 829,500, A limit of fifty squave miles on the
Dosmoino and Coulonge rivers, owned by Sir
Francis Hincke, was nent offered.  Thiv lanit
was withdrawn, the highest offer being $110 per
8quaro milw.

Tho Fraser and McDougall limits were then
offered, berths 161 and 169 being knocked down
at £99,000 ; berths 165 and 165, 100 miles suare,
and berth 166, 50 wquare miles, for 59,000 and
836,000 respectinely 5 berth 167, 0 square imles,
for 213,000, Anoffer of 2196 per xquare mile was
refused fur tho Branuen Linut, 50 aniles syuarve,
on tho Kippowa river.  Lake Nipixing limits,
berths 23, 43, and 31, 108 squaro miles, were
offered, Lut withdrawa, the hyghest ad being
875,000 fur the lot, or £50,000 for berth 23,

TUE FORWARIING TRADE

While the Millowners will bo serious losers
as the reanlt of this season’s operations, their
mygfortunes will bo shaccd Iy the forwarders
Who carry their lumber to market.  Although
the volume of thix seasen's business had, up to
withint a few Werha mitied, bean Bally up 6o the
average, the forwarding trade on the whole,
liag ot proved sonunerative,  Encumagad by

the high freights ruling last year from the
Ottawa mills to the American ports, United
States bargamen added noarly ono hundred now
boats to thoir flect for this trado. A number of
bangemen employed on the Lrio Canal with-
drow their boats from that route, expeocting to
find morv profitablo eiploymeot in the Ottawa
lumber trade.  Their expectations can hardly
bavo been realized,  Froights oponed in the
wpring at R3.75 per thousand from Ottawa to
Now York and & te Alkany, Two weeks
later they droppd twenty-fivo cents per thous.
and, and about midsummer another docline of
twenty-fivo cents took place. Tho low rates of
conl freighe to Montreal and other ports havo
also proved s serious loss to the boatmen, who
last year found profitabln employment in taking
a cargo of coal on thoir roturn trip. Thero is
still anothor and oqually sorious drawback
againat which they bavo beon obligod to con-
tend. Tho low stato of tho water in tho rivers
ang canals will not admit of boats boing loaded
tonnything over threo feet draft. Tho small
craft have been compelled to Iay up for tho
seaxon, and the larger boats, on account of the
small loads they aroable to carry, aro only bare.
Iy clearing numing expenses. Local forwardors
aro looking for an advance in freights, yet thero
does not appear to bo any reason at present
why their anticipations should Lo realized,
Tho barge stock was never so large as it has
been the present season, in consoquence of
which the competition has been more active.
Quebee freights remain about as they opened in
tho rpring—82 per thousand for dry and $2.10
for green lumber,  Freights to Mantreal rango
from &1.10 to 21.20 per thousand ; to Whithall
£2.25, and to Burlington &2 per thousand.
A NEW OUTLET.

Tho Commissioner of Crown Lands for the
Provinee of Ontario somo little time sinco cal
led the attention of Canadian mill owners to
the opening up of a now outlet for tho product
of their mills, by which they may escape the
duty of £ per thousand feet which meets them
on shipments to the United States, and which,
ho rays renders it alinost, if not altogether im-
possible, for them to competo with lumber from
Michigan, Tho outlet ho refers to is the ship-
ment of inch and inch and a quarter sawn hun-
ber direct fromn the mills at Ottawa, viz.,, tho
North Shore Railway to Quebec, thenes by ves.
sol to Glasgow. The oxperiment was tried and
proved fairly remunerative.  Hitherto the pro-
duce of Canadian saw mills shipped to Europo
has been in tho form of deals only,

WASTR IN 8QUARE PINK,

To the great loss ammually sustained from
the waste of valuable material in the manufae-
ture of square and waney pine, the comnmission.
er hag given spocial attention. Tho suggestions
he offers for its remedy are well worthy of its
consideration.  He estimates that ono  urth of
every treo cut into square or wanoy timber is
lost to tho wealth of tho country, When tho
treo is cut down it is lined off for squaring, and
the “round ” outside tho lines is beaten off on
the four sides. Xrom the portion of tho tree
thus thrown to waste the boest class of clear
lumber is obtained when taken in the round to
asaw mill.  Thero is also the upper portion of
the tree, which is cast away when the tree is
made into squaro timber, but which would be
sawn into lumber (of lower grade) if the round
log were taken to the mill.

The cstimated loss to tho Provinco of Ontario
from wasto in cutting square pino, from 1868 to
1877, both years inclusive, was placed at 83,577,
500,  The crculation is as follows :~Total
quantity taken from public and private lands
duting tho ten years, 119,259,420 cubic fert;
waste, one-fourth of cach tree, oqual to one-
third of the total mentioned, namely, 39,750,140
cubic feet, or ray in round numbers 477,000,000
feet board measure, which may be valued onoc.
half at §10 per thousand feet, and onc-half at
& per thourand, representing rolatively the
prime timber from tho upper part of tho tree,
average value say £7.50 per thousand, which
gives the total Joss for ten years as mentioned
aluse, or equal to an annual loas of §357.750.

The word character comes from a term which
tocans to cugrave upon or to cat in, In select-
ing pens it is advisable to ece that tho name of
Tsterbrook is stamped on thom,
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THE SUPERVISORSHIP OF CULLERS.

Tho Montreal Gasette says:—Wo print in
suother column a letter from Quobee on the
subjoct of the supervisorship of cullers, tho
position having been renderod vacant Ly tho
death of Mr. Quinn, who for many years filled
that office. It raises a question of very con.
siderable importance, namely, whethor an oflico
liko that of Suporvisor of Cullers, which from
tho nature of the business is located in Quebee,
is to Lo considered as an ordinary political ap-
pointment in the hands of the membor ro-
presonting the constituency and supporting th.o
administration of the day. Our own opini nis
that it ducs not come within this class, It is
not like n clorkship in the Post Oftico or Custom
Houso or Excito Department, which may fairly
bo said, under tho systom that provails in this
country, to bo within +he gift of the local ro-
presentatives, It is an office which has to do
with the trade of the whole Dominion. The
Supervisor of Cullers at Quebee is the Supor-
visor of Cullors for Canads, and under theso
circtutnstances it would, wo think, bo most un-
fortunate if tho position wero considered to bo
tho gift of tho member for Quobce. As a
matterof fact, tho lumbormen of tho Ottawa
and tho St. Maurico huve infinitely moro to do
with the Cullers’ offico, and ave infinitely more
interested in the manner in which tho Super-
visor performs his duty, than are tho people of
Quebee themrelves, excluding, of courso, tho
titmber worchants, who may be said to have an
equal interest.« Under these circumstances wo
cannot help thinking tho Government would
act most wisely if they considered the views of
the trade rather than the views of a supporter,
who happens to represent tho city of Quebec, in
making the appointment.

THE VANDAL IN THE FOREST.
KENTUCMY'S GREAT TREE NPASURING YIFTY 81X PEET AT
TIE BASY~SLAUGNTZRED !

What vandal hands cut down that pine,
That forest monarch tree !

That lattled for life five hundred years,
Away In Kentucky'?

Somi¢ timber butcher sure it was,
Whoin his sondid strifc,

Countad only on what logs he'd make,
By taking that monarch's Hfe.

A soulless crond from Vanceburg too,
Asscinbled thero to roe

Him wicld thoaxe, and not ong cricd,
0! woodman gpare that tree.

But shouts of frantic Joy thoy gave,
When bowed its cloud capped head,
And its giant trunk in thunder crashed

Upon an carthly bed,

Their children, if half civilized,
Will gurc in after ycany

AMako pilgrimagcs to its stump,
And water it with tears,

And when, in the long lapse of time,
Its hieart is in decay,

They 'l nake a flower bed of 188 core,
When those Goths have passod away,

J. L.,
A Lumbenman,
Cote §t. Antoine, Montreal, October, 1851,

Riartling Wastc,

Ono roason why tho cabinet wouds of (he
country aro searcor and dearer yearly i« yivey
in tho oditorial corrospondenco of tho Zndef, af
World, Tho gentleman has beon rpving ut
tho land, and in the courxo of much interesting
infermation says :—* The unaccountable winte
of timber is startling, it not appalling.  Wiile
eoonomists, and all thoughtful men in the oy
statos, aro gravely discusing tho problum of
the comiug timber famir ¢, the good naturad,
easy going farmnors of Henry county (and all
Missouri) aro splitthig magunificont walnut,
butternut, cherry aud mulberry trees into con.
mor rails for tho enclosure of &3, 12 und =
lands, cutting thom into logs for cabing, hovel,
and pig troughs, and oven iuto common conl.
wood, to sell on the market in competition witl,
choap coals.  Still worse, many a woodland
farmor girdles scores of valuable troea (even the
stumps of which will bo gathered for the coming
markets), burns them in the now cloarings ride
by side with the baser woods, and wonders the
whilo that ho must pay cnormous prices fur
solid walnut furniture from factories a thousand
miles away.” Whoro are all the timler
buyers? ‘

Wood-Prescrving P rocesy,

A now wood-preserving procesa has been in-
vented in France by M. Jacques. He first .
pregnates tho timber thoroughly with o simyle
solution of soap, mixed with anacid—preferably
phenic acid. This causes the fermentation, ina
fow days, within the wood, of a fatty acid,
which is insoluble in water, and impregnates
tho remotost fibres, ‘The reaction of tho aeul un
the soap dots not tako place until & portion of
tho water has ovaporated. It is claimed that
nioro perfoct imprognation can be had this way
than with creosote, and there is no danger of
tho washing out of tho preseriative fran the
exposed surfaces, as when sulphato of copper 1+
used. Tho governinent cominission on technical
railroad operation in France is said to favor this
process,

Wood Drying.

M. Rens, of Stettin, renders wood perfectly
dry and inscnsible to humidity and atmoespheric
variations. The wood is subjected to the action
of oxygen which has boen heated and acted upsn
by an clectric current. Tho apparatus consists
of a retort for tho production of oxygen by any
of the known mothods, and of a kier which can
bo heated, and in which tho beards are placed
to bo driecd.  Vacuwmn is produced in the kicr,
oxygon introduced, and after heating several
times an clectric current is allowed to pans
through.

ADAM BOYLE, of Battloford, has hit on a new
way of raising potatoes. DBeing pressed for
timo in tho spring, he dug holes in the sand and
dropped in the cuttings, covering then lightly
with carth. This was all the attention they
received, and now ho is taking up a heavy crop
of largo and fino looking potatocs. If the Indi.
ans ever leamn this system of potato culture,
made cary, remarks tho Herald, it wil) enable
them to give their hoes a rest during the lwt
days of summer. .

the manth of Scptember, 1880 and 1881 =~

LIVERPOOL S8TOCKS.
Wha take from the Timber T'rades Journal the following Comparative Table shuwing Stock
of Timbor and Deals in Liverpool on Sept. 30th, 1880 and 1881, and also tho Consumption fur

Consuraption | Conxnaptin
Stock, Sept, S0th,\Stock, Sept. S0A|for the uonth of for the munth of
1850, 1881. Sept. 1Ssy. Sept. 1551,
uchee Sqnare Pine 535,000 f¢ 600,000 1t ar, -
Quel “i."c) Theagy . 090 < 1917000 ¢+ § 256,000 (t. 459,000 1t
St. John Pinc. .. 10,000 ¢ 27,000 ** 13,000 * 2,000
Other Ports Pine ... . 57,000 ¢ 43,000 14,000 *¢ 0,000
itch Pane, hewneeoaeionenns oas 08,000 ** 364,000 ** 144,000 ¢ 200,000 **
- FAWI eeionaninaan . .. 467,000 ** 137,000 ** 103,000 ¢ 2,000
. planks coor cois el . $2,000 ¢ 18,000 *¢ 11,000 *¢ 30,000 **
Rod Pine. ... . cevvenee vonnn . 52,000 ¢ 26,000 1,000 56,000 ¢
P P - X ,000 !¢ 43,600 ' 43,000
Sweden and Norway Fir 5,000 ' 4,000 ¢ " 2000
Oak, Canadian,.. X 806,000 ¢ 143,000 ** 200,000 **
 Planks. .. -— 22,000 ‘¢ —

« ] 39,000 ¢ 4,000 * a.000
Elm . $6,000 *¢ 25,000 ** 20,000
Ash ., 2, 4,000 ¢ 14,000 *¢ 9,0 **
Birch.. 149,000 ** 186,000 ** 47,000 *¢ 63,000 ¢
Greenheart s eesessanear 3,000 ** 67,000 ** 4,000 ** 8,000
H:v.sti lnd:? Teak...cooor .. e 27,000 ** 20,000 ¢ 10,000 ** & '
M B Lhomoaa)  smeas; s slds.l 1423 st
N.B.& .L S. Spruce Dealse.ceeenee, 16,211 ** 24,821 ¢

W T pne T 888 " 10461 6t b jasme
Baltic Deals .....o.. 4,172 8,214 ¢ 968 ** 222N
' Boands. ... 283 707 (2 ‘ s

** Flooring Nlaanl 2,183 ** 1,014 12 | FN Y




