*
Angnsty i order o moderate in a call,—Rev !
A F Kewp to preach sni) preeds '
Next ortinary meeting was appoioted 1o be
held at Montreal, on 221d October A Prely.
terial vimtntion of the Cote Streer Church to be
conducted in the evening, the Moderator to ]
preach and preawde; and & stnnlar visi-ation of
St. Gabriel Sireet Church,on the fullowiug even.
g, Rev. John Crombie to preach and preside
1. Frasgr, Pres. Clerk.
e I,

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.

‘This Committee met at Mantreal on the 12th
August,  Rev. D. Froserin the Chaur.

‘The Convener laid on the table certain papers,
transmitted from the Preshytery of ‘Fotanto, con.
taining an extract from their Deliverance, 10 the
caso of Mr. Laing, and the ducuments on which |
their judgment was founded. !

T'he Convoner read a letter from Rev. Georgo
Steven<on, of date 15th July, acknowledging |
tecept of the call addressed to him by the :
Synod.  After due consideration, it ways agreed |
that the Convener shuuld—

18t. Write to Rev. 3. Seott, of London, C W,
now in Scotland, requosting him 10 attend 1o e
case of 1he call to Mr. Stevenson, before the
Freo Preshytery of Surling,

2nd. Wiite 10 Mr, Stevenson, to the effec,
that this Committre, though deprived of 1he ex.
pected seevices of Mr. Laing,are 10 no wise
discouraged in regard to the Mission, and desire
that he should, when loosed from s present
charge, proceed to Calcutta, taking passage tor
himself and Vre. Stevenson, not ater than 3ith
Sept, (the Treasurer was authorized to send a
remittance by next wiail.)

Further, it was aygreed that the Convener's
letter, while not fettering . Stevenson’s Judge-
ment, should make tho following ruggrstious, for
his guidance :—

1st. Oa arrival (D. V.) at Calcutta, to #pend
same time 1n that city, acqguamting himelf on
the rpot with the plans and operatins of the
Free Church; and other missions.

2nd. “I'o make enquiriey regarding a suirable
stauan, comparatively or wholly amuccupted hy
Chiistian Misionaries, within a 1easonable dise
tance of Calcutta.

3rd To exnpluy much 1ime, at first, in ohigine
ing a fannlianty with the languaye of the na-
tives.

4ih. ‘To confer with tho Missionares of the
Free Chiurch 1n Canuida 5 aad 10 correspond with
the Comminee un this maer at an early day,

The meenng was opened aud closedt with
prayer. D.F.

S —————

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Commitiee on Foreign Missions come be-
fore the Syned with & prolound sense of the
importance of the work for winch they were
appuinted. It istheir conviction that the Church
iv loudly callied tu tske an active share in the
Aropagation of the Gospel aming the hoasthen.
Great as are the demnands upon t1he people con-
necied with this S nod furthe erection of Churclies
and support of Gospel ordinances amang them-
selves, for Canadian Missions, and fur the Thew-
logicai Coliege, the claims ot the perahing worid
beyond, cannot and must aot be treated with ne-
glect.

Impreased with the necessity of seeking Divine
guidanceine.cry sieplownrdsa Foreign Mision,
the Commitiee unmedinely afier the jast Synod
TO%e, came Lo 2 resolition agreeing tu spread thus
cau-e befare she Lord w suntaneons prayer o
every Sawrday evening,  Itisthe humbie per. |
suasion of the Cuommitice that the favorgble
prespect of an cfficieat Vission, which now opens
before 1lie Cuiuteh, 15 Ziven i answer to prayer.

The work of the Committee has hitherto been !

vng solely of pre paranea and wnniry
wonary bas ver e forth from the Chureb 1o
heathen shares  Iop iwo voara o great pugpees
avawed by the Svood s teanined untueticed
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ehll reming in the ‘reaery a balance of £575,
stuch may euher be anvested ss a safety fund
for contingent expeases, or hodimwn ppon o de.

© tray the expensec ot the outtit utd parsage of the

Tihis has ansen feonn the difficulty experienced -

in fnding [nborers for 1tis wark who couid e
spared from the exigencies of our home field, and
wonld cammand tho confidence of ali tho brethren
in w0 tesponsible an undertuking as the cstablishe
meat of u Foreign Miswon, ‘To the search fur
such laborers the Commutice have turned thur
careful attention during the paat year.

‘I'tiey held correspondenco with a Missionary
formerly m India, now resihing in the United |

States, anil very lughly recommended  Bat this
brother while personally ancious to retura to Ine
dia, found himaolf precluded by the dealings o!
God with tus family.

Cotrespandence was then opened with an cs-
termed Missionary Minister of the Fres Church
of Scotland. ‘Two circtinstarices suggested his
vame. (1) UHe is known to have (olt a strong
binato Foreign Vissionaty work for many yoars,
and on one occasion wonld have gone abroad,
had he not been hindered at tho time by medicat
advice. (2.) He visited this couniry as adeputy
from the Free Chuich, and posscsses the high
caicem of all who tonned Lis acquaintance, or
enjoyed the privilege of hus tnistry,  ‘The Come-

S,

mitteo tendesed 10 this brother the offer of an

apprantmont as a Misdonary to India from this
Church ; and, alter time for reflection and prayer,
he has expressed s willingnoss to go for b3 1o
tho wark. Itappeared doutful to several mem-
bers of 1he Committeo whethier sufficient power
had beon granied by the last Synnd to conclode
the arrangemenis; and tho whole question of
the appnintment is now reserved for this Synod
1o determine.  The name of the Miwionary in
view i at his own request not to he meationed,
unil the Synad resolve that an appointinent ahiall
now be made. If the Synod so resolve, ho is
willing 1o accept their call, and go to [nlia in
their service.

Another ordained Minister, n member of this

Syaod. whose name of mentioned, would at onco
command the appraval of the tirethren, has also
commnnieated 1o the Commutice his willingness

i

to go on thit errand of salvation to those that -

are teady 1o gensh, It i3 believed by the Come

mittee thag tho t+ o brethren in view, the ono .

fenas Scarland, but no stranger 10 Canada, 1he
mher from Canada directly, wonld secure 10 the
entesprize the  immedinte confidence of 1the
Church at larze, and by the blesang of God or.
ganize and conduct a judicious and zealous For-
eign Mission.

A third name, that of one of the prohationers
of the Church is also hefore the Commuttee; but
they do not ask the Synuil 10 cantemplate more
in the present year, than the appeintinent of two
ordained Ministers to found tho mission. When
the foundations thrugh God's gondness are laid,
the Church may teinforce the ranks of the labur-
ers either from this couniry, ur from among the
aative Preachers aud Catechists already to be
found in Indis, in connection with the Free
Church ar other Visgions.

The present Report diflees fram that presented
10 1ast Synud inthisimporiant particatar. Then
there were no available mi-sionaries at the ser-
vice of the Church. Naw the men sppesr to be
ready, and men suitable for the-wartk The time
also scems favorable. The only question that re-
marme ig this:—Is the Church ready to proceed
heantily with the work?  Aond this is a question
which, nat the Committee, but the present Synod
mus‘ answer.

The subjrct of ways and means is one whict
1the Cammiitee have not nralected 10 consider.
The caollection made for Foreign  Missians has
been maere hberal than ihiat of any termer year,
amounting to 1651 9s. 31 Of this sum, £75
have neen remitted 10 tho “I'reasury of the Free
Church of Scotland, at the express request of one
of the contributing congregmiionn. Bat there

1

mitasters and ther wives.

The oxpectatisn seems ta bo no mote than roa-
#anabie, that when ndelinie nnasion 18 orgamized,
the hberatty of tho cungrepations under thie
Synod will be moved in &8 much grester degree
than could be looked for when a gencral and
comparatively indefinite ubject was presonted for
their support.

Contununications have been addressed to the
Moderators of ilie Synods of New Brupswick,
and Nova Scona, wforming them of the views
of t ¢ Synod of Canadatowards a Foreign Mis.
sion, and ruggesting that their Synods should
combino with tlus insuch an underaking. No
answer has yet heen roceived, probably because
the Synods mentoned havo nut yet tet.  But it
is pleasing to know that in the Free Church of
Nova Scotin & warm interest has recently heen
evinced in favor ofa Foreign Misawan.

D Frasge, Convener,

——ar .
REPORT OF SABBATH OBSERVANCE
COMMITTEL.

‘The past year has heen signalized by special
efforis on ho part borth of the faends and ne
fues of the Sabbath. ‘I'wo sigaal victones ganed
in *he Parent Country should be nuted with
grazitudo—the prevention of the epemng of
places of public a at n London, and the
temoval of the band« from the garden+ and
parke. While the fact that the one measure
was attempted, and the ogher prrually and tem.
poranly carried out, indicates that the enemies
of 1he Sahbath will suck at neshing in order to
accomplish their ends, the repeated defeats
sustamed by them as clearly idicate that the
sentimenteand sympathy of the grneral com-
munity were oa the other side. ‘The scene m the
Brinsh Pachiament, on occasion of the Walm-ley
motion and the division upon it, reveals & cepinin
measure of soundne-san the questien in the hvart
of our fatner land  Politicul Gallioy who cate
for none of shese things, marking with acute
eye the ditection of 1ho tide of popular opinion
have not had the hapdihiood to breas it, Vores
given in the face of their nwn strongly avewed

. privaro and personal views exhihit a conscious-

ness on their part, that t act atherwise would be
10 forfeit 1the favour of their constituents and to
lose their seans of power. There tendencies of
progress at haine atre fitied 10 stimulate and en-
courage vs, while from the taclics purse'd oa
bath sidea there wo may derive inipostant prac-
tical lessons.

Your Committee avre sorry that they caanot
report any matcrinl progresa on the Sabbath
cauvse throughout our Province. On the con-
trary they have reason 1o fear, with the increased
{acilities 01 communication Sabbath,desecration
is proportinnately on the increave.

The unsetiled state of political aflairs has
opesated serinusly agsinst the introduciion of
any Parliamentary measure on the subject.
Oiher pablic que-lions have had such prominence
given them, and the political srena has bren the
scene of such cons'ant sinife that the Sabbath
question has been thrown into the shade. We
sull hope for its introduction before the closs of
the present session.

At the meeting of your Committee in Hamil-
ton last fall, ceriain practical messures were re-
solved on. In the January No. of the Record a
short address was publshed respecting srmulte-
nrona preaching on the subject. In the Febru-
ary Nu. anather address was publirhed enjoming
10 & rencwal of effort and suggesting cenain
practical steps  In the Match No 2 nutice was
publisird pre-ging an Preshy:enies, Sessions and
Cangregatiuns the duty ol memorialzing govern-
ment immediately for the abolitivn of Sabbath
Jabnr in the pubbe depaniments and on the ce-



