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CHILDREN IN
JAPAN.
The most inter-
esting sights are
sports of the chil-
dren. The girls
play battledore
and  shuttlecock,
and the boys fly
kites and spin
tops. The girls
enjoy their game
very much, and are
usually dressed in
their  prettiest
robes and bright-
colored girdles;
their faces are
powdered with a
little rice flour,
their lips  are
tinted crimson,

ful kites, made of
tongh paper pasted
on light bamboo
frames, and dec-
orated with drag-
ons, warriors, and
storm hobgoblins.
Across the top of
the kite is
stretched a thin
ribbon of whale-
bone. which  vi-
brates in the wind,
making a peculiar
humming sound.
When 1 first
walked the strects

JAPANESE LADY AND CHILL.

the sky above me;

they place in pro
per positions, and
attempt  to  gaw
each others
strings with  the
'-‘vl!ldﬂi 4 ' LR B )
When a string is
sovered, B Kt
falle and ie
claimed by the
vietor.  The bovse
slsa  hare  play-
firhts  with their
fra, g
.Q--nﬂimn f
met bove running
* rae on [ 3
etilta: at  other
timea  they wonld
have wrestling
matches in which
Titthe  six-vearwold
vorngsters  wonld
toss and  tumble
one another to the
wmd  Their
b dice were stount
'nd  chubly. anl
hoir roer chaeks
showed  the «igng
of health and hap-
viness. They were
alware zolna-
I ad noer
«d them elves
t ang-v

he fifth day

month
have their
“ Feast of Flage."
Thev ovlebrate the
dav  verr peace
ably, with games
and toys. The N
have sets of figures
with flags and pro-
cessions.  Outside
the house a ham-
boo pole is ercted
by the gate, from
the top of which

the sound at times wat shrill and sharp, zreatly increased. Sometimes the boys 4 large paper fish is suspended.  This fish

and then low and musical. At last I dis- put glue on their kite-strings, near the is sometimes six feet

long, and is hollow.

several kites in the air, and when top, and dip the strings in pounded glass, | When there i« a breeze it fills with wind,
breeze freshened, the sounds were Then they fight with their kites, which and its tail and fins flap in the air, as




