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who are addrcssed. The following items may bc mentioned as
characteristie of the preaclingi rcquircd by the tiimes, and perhaps
1 mighit ndd ail tines.

1. A thor-oi q/i kiioWvle'dge of the dloctrincs of thte Bib.le. The
necessity of this is so obvious thiat it is unncessary to dwell upon it,
furthcr thian to observe, thiat for a man to pretend to teacoh what
ho docs not undcrstand is a manifest absurdity.

2 ,Simplicity aîidplaiinncssý of langtge. This is a1 narkcd f'cature
ofL effective@ preaeinig. Wrhen our Lord delivercd bis sermon
on the Mout, instead of dealing in abstruse specula.tiois, w'hich
would be understood by fcw of his hecarers, lic illustratcd biis sub-
jct by referring to tliings cominon and famiiliarly kniowni,-to the
liles oi the field, and the fowls of' the air,-i1ustrations whiehi would
be understood by the miost unlearned of bis hecarcrs. Whien Paul
preaced on 'Mar's hill, altboughl lie was a learncd mani, and in
aIl probability was preacing- unito the most learncd audience in
the world, yet lie used plainl simple lan-guage. During the first
agecs of the Christian Churcbl, the preaching was mnrked by an
ariess simphieity, yct it was powerful in clfe'cting- the conversion
of sinners. Wbiteficld is gecrally admittcd to bave been the
most powcrful and suceessful preachier sixice the apostolie agc, yet
hie used plainness of speech. In the vicinity of a certain college
iu the United States thiere was a place wvhere the divinity students
used to preacli. One of thecir hecarers wvas a pious, but ignorant
old negro, whlo generally came home froin meeting about as wise
as he went, for, as lie siid, lie ias an ignorant old man and could
not understand these learne& mon. One day hiowever, hie came
home in a joyful mnood, and iaformied lais friends tliat an ignorant
old man ;aad preaclicd tliat day. Indccd, lic n'as se unlearaed he
ageney is conceraed. It oughit to be borne in naind, lioevcr, that
the preaeiag of the gospel ini ail its esýseatial points must ever
remain thie saine. )VIcni the Great Hlcad of the Chiurcb, in giving
his last, charge unto lais disciples previous to bis ascension, co-
manded thici to Ilpreachi the goplto evcry creature," and added
the eacouragilgI promise, IlLo I ama. withi you alway, even unto
the end of the world," lie doubtlcss incant to convcy the idea,
that the doctrines ividh tlaey were then comnaaded to preacli
were destined to ineet the wants of man's spiritual nature through
ail sueceeding ages until the end of time. Thc only Variation
whiell is allowable is, to dwell mnore particularly on those subjects
whieh anay be suited to thc wants and circuistances of those
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