
THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

Tiiere is mnucli of God wrapt up in liglit, so brighit and dazziing,
that no created eye -,an gaze upon it. Yet notwithistanding- ail this
we can know sonmething -ý.bout God,-iis being, lus nature, lis
moral perfections, and lus gavcrnmient, as these shine forth in is
works of creation, of providence, aild in the plan of rcccinption.

Divine sovcrciýpity is a subjeet fromi the study of' whiebi a great
many slirinkç back with dread. This dread does not spring- out of
the nature of the subject but out of the fiilse ideas of Gocl wlich
they entertain. They hiave unwvorthy thou(ghits of' God, thouglits
which, fil thecir inids with dread, instead of deliit, witlh fcar
instead of love, with terroî' insteadl of trust. We believe that
Divine sovereignty, -Miîen rightiy understood, is fitted to fill the
mind with admniration, confidence, and coniplacency.

The writtcn revelation is the lamp of iit, sent clown froni beaven
to let us sec our way back to the home and the hecart of God. The
Bible tells us that God is iove,-that lie is a just God and a
Saviour, and points us to Bethlelhem, ta Gethseniane, and to Cri-
vary, for the evidenee.

We have madte these remiarks at the very outset because many
hiave written and spokeon about the sovereig nty of God iii sueh a
way, as ta convey quite a fialse idea of the eharacter and li of
the Rler of the universe. Before speaking of' the mnanifestations
whichi God bas given us of is sovereignity, we shnii first define
what we understand by the terni, and prove fromi Seripture that
God is a, sovereiga.

Divine sovereig-nty, as we understand it, is just God's alisolute
and uflcoutrollLble iright ta do V1mtsoCver lie l2lascs ta do. In
bis purposes, his plans, bis actions, lie is under the direction and
contrai of flo created being, or cliss of beings wvhatsoever. The
absalute Saverei.ga neyer acts frami neeessity. is wvi11 is miot, and
cannot be, a necessitated wiii. Ail that God does lie pleases ta do,
and lie miiglit have donc otherwise hiad lie sa wviiled. It bias been
weil said, " If God acted by nlecessity, lie womld be the subjeet of
necessity. Necessity womld be bis Savereiga and the Sovereign
of ail lis acts. But às God is frec, lie is possessed of free-wil, of
infinite free-wvill. And lie is therefore, in the exorcise of biis frce-
will savereign in relation ta, ail that lie does, and by consequence in
relation ta ail those creatures, wlia owe their existence ta the, action
of bis will." *Ail the attributes of Jehovah are absolutely infinite,
and bis saver2ignty is j ust bis absalute uncontroilabie prerogaiet
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