cternity, by the most fearful of all possi-
ble deaths that of five.

The Church was decorated for the pur-
pose of celebrating the anniversary of a
relicious  association, known as the
* Daughters of Mury ;™ aud in the even-
ing was ilwminated with an unprecedent-
vd nunhier of lights,

The church was filled with the devout
all day, und towards nightfall a contin-
nvas siream of htumnan beings, almost ex-
elusively women poured into it until

every avenue was densely packed, and;

the ateps und far out in the piaza were
filled with o hushed and kneeling crowd.
‘I'he doors were then all closed, save the
main entrance, for the double purpose of
preventing the confusion .occasioned by

Inte comers and of making the voice of-

the prcacher more distinctly hoard, At
a little before seven, the assistants began
livhting up the chureh, and were just
finishing the grand altar, the rest of the
building being fully illuminated, with thou.
sands of lamps, most of them of paraffine
oil, wken from a transparent crescent, at
thie foot of the statue of the Virgin, burst
forth a jet of flame. The attendant en-
dcavored to extinguish it with his poncho,
bt the inflamable liquid penetrated the
fabric and only increased the danger. In
a moment the flames darted up the gar-
lands of antificial flowers to the roof, the
immense cupola caught fire aud the Jamps
suspended from the roof by strings drop-
ed and exploded among the densely pack-
ed mass of women kneling beneath.
Darting along the wooden ceiling, already
heated to the dryness of tinder, the flames
ran like hissing serpeuts the whole length
of the church and rolled down in huge »il-
lows upon the compact crowd, that had
instinctively sought the main entrance.
During the first few moments of surprise
ond teror shricks of sorrow tor the dcs-
truction of that beloved church resounded
through the asles of that building; but
when rushing to the vasious outlets, all
were found closed save one, and that one
impassable, loud sereams of horror burst
from the despairing multitude. For a
few moments the heart-pier cing cries of
perishing women were iucreasing ; they
gradually grew fuinter and fainter, and
soon an awlul silence reigned within that
horrible furnace, broken only by the angry
voar of the flames, or the crash of faulien
1OWCTS.

Of the 3000 persons within the pile
but five or six hundred cscaped, and most

of them wounded, scorched and naked. y

‘Che test became wedged together, and
fainting with heat, terror and: pressure,
lost the ability to help themsclves or
sccond the offorts of thuse who risked
their lives to save them. It was only by
almost superhuman efforts that some few
were dragged from the tightly packed
mass of human beings at the tardily open-
et outlets 5 and of those few, a great
mujority only lived a few hours,
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Writhing with tcerror, the  horrible
group swayed to and fro, the weaker gra-
dually sinking forward and fulling, never !
to rise agam, thile the stronger battled
with desperate energy to reach the sav-
ing hands that struggled as desperately
to reach thom,  But all was in vain, in
Pan awfully brief space of time the wall
of flame became inpassable; the entire
floor of the church was a sea of fire, fed
by the clothing of the victims and inten-
sified by the dropping lamps. The roof
fell in ; the tower followed ; and the bel-
fry, with an awful crash, fell acrogs the
doorway, burying the scorched and his-
sing bodies of those whose suffering was
over.

‘The scene without the church was
heartrending. ‘The streets were filled
with the dewnd and dying, and hundreds
rushed frantically to and fro, calling upon
the names of loved ones, some knelt in
the streets to pray, some were carried off
by theie friends, raving in their grief,
while some, distracted at the thought of
wife or child perishing, pushed frantically
into the church and were scen no more.

‘The spectacle, by the glaring light of
day, was indescribably horrible. T'wo
thousand corpses, in every stage of car-
bonization, from bLlackened cinder to the
slightest scorch, luy in beaps”around the
several exit doors, the last struggle pain.
fully visible in the eagér position, the
outstretcheld bands, the starting eye-balls.
The upper pertions of the bodies were,
with few exceptions, disfigured beyond
recogni‘ion—the Jower oxtremities were
scarcely touched by the flames.

Commissioner for the three months end-
ing Dec. 31st was publlshed in the
Gazette of last week and shews that the
average number of arcas of class No. 1
being worked is 120—of smaller size,
233 averpge number of men employed,
727. ‘The guaitz crushed leaving out
fractions, amounts to 893 tons, yielding'
4178 ounces of gold. The year's opera-
tioas are thus stated : —

oz, dwts.

gr.
Total yiekl of Gold for HaI Year end-

ing Junce 30th, 1863, o183 0 0
Total yield of Guld fer Quarter end-

ing Seplember S0, 1863, 462) 2 2
Total yield of Gold for Quarter end-

ing December 31st, 1863, 4178 15 8
Total yicll of Goll for theyear cnd-

ing Decemaber 3ist, 1865, 18091 17 &

The BExpress is informed that 17 1-4
tons of quartz taken from the Montague
Gold Diggings, yielded the handseme
amount of 16 ozs. 2 dwts. 10 grs,—the
result of the lubor of cight men in six
weeks, .

Mr. G. G. Gray delighted the inmates
of the Institution of the Deaf and Dumb,
on Thursday evening, by the Exhibition

CELLAN

Goyrn NEws.—The return of the Chief}

of his AMagic fantern, ‘the wonders -of

_1which were quite new to many end .ad-l

Y.

mired by all. They testifiecd t'.ir ap-
plause in the usual mamner, by o pping
of hands, and they even enacted « cheer.
after their faghion, of three times three.
It would be difficult to find an equal
number of persons in any assembly so
entirely happy as these mutes were that
evening.—Sun,

e

LLOYD'S REGISTER OF
British & Foreign Shipping.
Surveyor for the Province of Nova Scotia.

NOTICE is hercby given that
Mr. JOSEPH JOHN TUCKER
has been appointed the Surveyor to this
Socity for Nova Scotia, to reside at
Windsor, N, 8.

Notice i3 also given that all Ships built a*
Nova Scotim, after this appointment, which
shall not be surveyed while building .
by the Surveyor, or where the Owmners or
Builders shall refuse such Survey, will be sub-
jected to the loss of one year (as preseribed by
the Rules, page 16, see. 63, in regard to British
built Ships) from the period which they would
otherwise bue allowed.

All ships built under the immediate inspes-
tion of the Surveyor, on the. terms prescribed
for Special Survey, will be distinguished in the
Register Book by a Cross, thus 3, and in the
Certificates  of Classification then issued, o
« Built under Special Swrvey.”

By order of the Commniittee,
GEO. B. SEYFANG. Sccretary.
2 White Liou Court, Cornhill. London,
jan 1] 225 d Octod: o, 1563,

To Cont

—————

GOVERNMENT BJILDING,
Market Sgu

St Ne

are.

EALED TENDERS, address-
ed to the Commissioners for Brection

of above Building, will be received at the
Ctliice of the Seeretary, until 12 o’clack,
on MONDAY, the 1st day of February
next, from all persons desivons of contract-
ing for same, according to plans and: spe-
cifications which may be scen on and af-
ter Manday, the 4th inst, in the large
room of the Nova Scotia AMarine Iasur-
ance Building, Bedfora Row, fourth story.

The building is to be of iI"reestone, 3
stories hirh, and measures 125 feet long
by &4 wide, more or less, and any further
information required in reference thereto
may be Lad on application tv Mr. David
Sterling, Avchitect, Hollis Street.

Tenders must be accompaniéd with a.
‘guaranlee from two responsivle persons,
who are willing to become sceurity for
the faithful performance of the contract
antered upon. ~

‘The Commissioners do not bind them-
selves to accept the lowest or any tender. *

JONN DUFFUS, Chatrman.
A. G. JONES, Sceretary.
Hullfav. 20d January, 1864,



