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structions, his manifestations of glory, his sufferings and death, his resurree:
tion and ascension, his mediaterial offices and werk, his second and gloricus:
appearing, and in the saving power of the gospel. The theme is boundless.
and can be fully unfelded by no human pen. But every attempt made in a
devout spirit, and following the guidance of inspiration, to exhibit « the glery
of the only begotten of the Father™ deserves encouragement. And the pre-
sent, both in matter and manuer, merits high commendation. Its matter con~
sists of a brief but comprehensive outline of the life and character of 1mma-
nuel, and the style is vigorous, simple and polished.

CONFIRMATION WITHOST LATING ON o¥ Haxvs, by the Rev. N. Hoyt, D. D.,
Athens, Ga.

A clear and able defence of the Presbyterian view of Confirmation.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
REVIVALS.

BMuch has been eaid during the past two or tirec years on the subject of ¢ revi-
vals.” We have all been surprised and gratitied by reading the accounts of whas
God hath done for his Church. I think T may also add that the effect of these
things has been to strengthen the faith of Chilstians, and encourage them to la-
hour and pray for still farther maniféstations of the power and grace of' the Most
High. Tam fur from thinking, however, that all the accounts of these revivals
have done good to the Christian Chinreh. “Fhe statement of the faet that God had
visited Lis people in any particulaz seetion of the world with ¢times of refreshing™™
would, I apprehend, always do good : but it isvery questionable whether the very
mirute accounts of what the writers deemed remarkable oanversions has heen of
any bendfit. So fur as I have noticed, there has heen too little care to diserimi-
nate between that whieh is seriptural and, therefore. commendablz. and that which
has arisen from the mere operation of nataral fecling. I am aware that. with
many, 2 distinction of this kind is looked upon as altogu ther unimportant.  Nay.
a disposition to subject every manifestation of feeling to such a test is by some—
perhaps hy many—Ilooked upon as 8 sert of daring impiety. Their idea is that,
at such times ot remarkable visitation, the Spirt of God operates in sueh a way
13 to set aside both the Jaws of mind, and the ordinary and fixed rules which the
Seriptures represent as governing His own modes of operation. Having adopted
this view, they represent every act of professed eonverts, however wild and extra-
vagant, as the work of the Spirit of God : and thus they ignorantly and impious-
Iy set aside the word of God altogether.

Another of the evil cffects of 8uch aceounts of revivals as we generally meet
with, is the leading of other people, while lahouring for a revival, to adopt the
¢« experiences’” of others as the model according to which they must have the work
earried on among them. For example, the ‘¢ strking down™ iy, to the minds of
some, such a very remarkahle and palpable token of a powrzful work, that they
earnestly covet a similar display of eonverting power. Qthers again, whese taste
is very much in favour of & noisy reviral. notice partienlarly the prevalence of a
disposition among some of the converts to induleze in poisy demonstrations. In
cages where it is a part of the system of particular denominations to get up a revi-
val—which is very commen in our Province, as well as other places, these pecuhar
and exceptional cases are aimed at, as if they constituted the very sum and sub-
stance of conversion.

Now it is no part of iy design to attempt to prove that those revivals, so call-
ed, in which “ bodily cxercises” and noisy vociferation were indulged in end



