
%on eurn b sortigit geuarh.

'Retura the rate per fanxily ia 22 supple.
nientcd congregations is $11.45, while in
the reminiing congtregations, whicbi reccive
ne supplement, it is $l0.82. They are de-
pendeur -,plon theso grants for the statcd
srrpply of gospel or'dinances amoîîg tixin.
Tarke themn away or rcduc tirtem und wc fear
tlhat urany of them, before long, wvill lie as
sheep scattcred uipon the nrouintnin, without
ashephierd. And is titis a resit te bie cou-
teiulatcd wvith equanimity by ny truc-
hicarted lover of Zion ?

Or look at this alternative in anotiier
point of vicw. Censider liow the with-
drawal or partial payracnt of these grrants
will affect the brethrea lnbouring in these
eoarcegations. The average yearly sup.
plement granted is lu ecd case about $100,
bat evea wvhh this aid the stîpcnds arc
iniscrirbly inadequirte. IVe ray note down
a few of thein. Ia 7 cases at least it is at
and unider $450; la nine it is ruiider $500,
aud in eiglrt lcss than S600 ; and let it bc
elcarly undcrstood tbat, ii cadi of ihese in-
stances tbes",pplemnevt is includcd. Surely
thtis simple statemefit of facts sbouild bo
cnough to show te utter impossibility of
cren curtailing to say notlîing of îvithidraw-
ing altogochtler the aripplenients promised.
These bretîtren have becu placed by the
Chutrclr 'vliere they are. Sîre lias set thcm
aponi tire bigi places of the :fleld. She lias
inade îhem a promise of -somne sm'ai1 Mens-
lire of lîelp, on the, faith of -%vheiel tb;eÏ"are
dcpndig-and is tire Oltureli to* reptdiate
hcr solemu engagements, and disappoint
chiose cîran whorn none are labouring more
earnestly lu lier service, antI whlo deserve
far difeérent treatment at lier hand. In-
decd ive have long thouglit tixat tire place
which tIre brethren, who arc labouring la
the home field under such conditionsas ire
have lilted. ont above, occupy in tlîe symu-
pathies and prayers and liberality of the
Churcli la far fromý being whlat it oitglit to
bc. To labour on front year te year, as
iaany of tîrein are doing, witi 11o smnall (le-
grce of encrgy andI efllciency, nnd in the
face of dificulties and diseourirgements of
no ordinary kind, should ho regrardled ns a
signal display of dcvotcdncss to tIre cauise
of Christ-we ivill go further-of moral

hcroism of the biglicst kind. WCe do not
wishi to mnake invidious comnparisons-noth-
ing liko this is in our thouglits, but ive ha~ve
no liesitation iii aflirining that to go, abrond
among thc bcathen now a days requires au
amouint of courage nnd of cliaracter grcatly
less thtan te be a~ mrinister lin inny parts of
thie borne ficld. The rnissionnry is support,
cd abrîndantly, lie goes forth amid the
prayers and congratulations of the wvhole
cîrireli, lie is constantly cncouragcd liy the
interest lic knows is takeon in hlm, by the
cordial and far-spread sympathy that is ex-
cited iu bis behialf. But nt home it is %vith
many, seif-denial and patience from- begin-
ning te end. There are no popular liosan-
ns, no crowd te ehecer them, on, there, 18
uothing of outward exeiteinent, tlîcre is only
stcady, iinfaltcring, unrelieved, unencour-
aged labour. And if this )vitness bc truc have
not these brcthren, we ask again, a dlaim-
irny n stroug and ovcrpowering dlaim tîpon
that Churcli te whose service they have
devoted tlîerselves ? Their difficulties are
alrcndy too grent, their burdens too hcavy,
their apprehensions of the future too pain-
fül-and are these te bie inereased, andit
mnay bie rcndcred unbearable by even .
partial l'allure on the Church's part te sup-
plemnent the engagements into vlieh site
bas entcred withr tlrem? IVe cannot believe.

And therefore we tura te, the other alter-
xiatlve, i.e., that OUT people corne up prompt-
]y te the lielp of this seheme. As wve stated.
before flot lesa titan $1500 ivill bc rcquired.
iinmediately after the new year, te pay in;
full tlie supplements promiscd. .And surely
after whant bas bec» insisted on above, there
is littie need of enlarging frrrther. One or -
two suiggestions, however, of a practical.
kind, may net bce out of place * lst-Let
congregations corne promptly to thre front..
During thre financial year ending May 3lst
last, 83 congregations contributed to this
schenic-a large number certaînly,,but stili.
leaving a considerable proportion who have,
donc nothiug. May we flot liope that thre
present position of the Fund wvill induce
somè of these at least to redeem the prrst.by..
attention to prescrit duty... And of theso 83.
to wvhpm we may nsturally-look.for.bep li
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