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defined,) chains of serpentine grains, of nearly equal size, connected
witlî ecd otiier. Whien by incans of acids tic lime is removcd
fromn these ag'gregates, a perfeetly cohierent serpentine skoeton is
ln ail cases obtained, which, may be compared to a piece of wood
perforatcd by ants. *
The surface of tie serpentine grains Ls roundcd, pittcd, and
irregular ; plane surfaces and straigit lines are rarely to be seen.
Even whien dilute nitric or acetie acid lias been used to, remove
thue lime, a white downi-like coating- is frequeutly fournd on the
serpentine, which docs not answcr to tic niummiiuline wall of tic
calcarcous skeleton. Iu many cases, wvhere ftic lime is vcry
crystalline, and tlic more delicate organie structure obliterated,
smail tuft-s of radiated crystals, apparently hiornblende or tremolite,
are scen resting upon the serpentine. These crystals, 'when seu
iu thin sections, by transmittcd liglit, may easily give risc to,
errors; their formation seenis to have been possible oiily 'wiere tic
calcareous skeleton had been destroyed, aud crystalline carbonate
of lime deposited lu its stead;- duriiug which tiune frec spac wvas
given for the formation of these, crystalline groups. In very
many cases there are seen, by a moderato, niagnlifying rower, (iu
the residue from acids) deposîts of sinall detachecd cylinidrica-,l
steins, witlî soine larger ones, consisting' of a white inatter insoluble
in acids. These, appear to be tic casts, of tic tubuli which
penetrated flic calcareous skeleton, and of tie less frequent stolons,
as will be described.

The serpentine in tiese sections nieyer appears quite homo-
geneous, but exhibits, on tie contrary, irregular groups of small
dark-colored globules disseminated thr-oug-l he icass, without
however any definite indications of organie form. Still more
frequenl'v, tie serpentine is penetrated by irreguiarly reticulated
dark éolorcd velus;,i iin- to the mlass a cellular aspect.

Lu certain parts of tie serpentine, however, paxtaflel lines, groups
of curvcd tube-like forms, and oval openings, cle-arly indicate an
organic structure like tiat of tic Canadian Bozoon. The finely
tubulated nuxumuline wall of flic chambers, whici was discovered
by Carpenter, and thc casts of" wiose tubuli appear in tic
decalcified specimiens froiu Canada as a. soft white velvet-likec
covcding, conld only be found lu a fcw lsolated cases in iWe
flavarianl specimens, 'but was clearly made ont in ai few fragments.
(PI. 1., 4.) The sonewliat; oblique section shows tic openings
of the minute tubuli.
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