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Our Lord bade dofiance to the seovn of His contem
poraries, but He would not allow blasphemy to assail
His Mother, nor the vonerable pavonts of His Mother,
hy exposing their existence to untimely publicity.
He thereforo caused a veil of discvetion to be drawn
over the interior of that all-heavenly family, #o as to
shield them trom tho outrages of Ilis enemies,
On the other hand. 1 munitestation of the angelic
life of His parents woul!l not have heon without a
dangerous inflaence over the unealtured mind of the
pagan ; it might casily have given rise t» misappro-
hension, xet upon his superstitions imagination, und
cause them to be adored as divinitics. [t was a like
danger that rendered the early Church so pradent
concerning the public worship offered to tho Virgin,
the Saints and theiv relies. Such is the reason why
the Church first set out in wrelief, by her wiitten
teaching, Jesus; her Invine Chief, raserving to hersell
tho duty of making up, by hev oral tradition, for the
caleulated silence of Scripture concerning the rcultus
of Mary and the Saints. She waited that better times
might favor a munifestation whose splendor woald
add to the triumph of the Sacred Iumanity. Ttis,
therefore, evidont that that silence is both worthy
of Divine Wisdom and more glorious for St Aune and
St-Joachim, than praise below their merit A venerab'e
* Prelate, who is an lonor to the IFeench Episcopacy,
gives a still more conclusive solution of the question,
which we reproduce textually.
“ Why, exclaimy the eloguent Bishop of Poitiers,
“ are you astonished at the silence of the Giogpel oves
“ the generation of Mary, which is a proligy, a work
- “uccomplished without several of the ordinary laws?
“ Mery is the mear relation of Joseph ; she has the
“game forcfather as he, and it sufficos that their
+ “linesgoe be so far common to bLoth. But having
" ¢ reached this point,the inspired Writer wraps himself
“up in mystery as 1o what regards the filiation of
© “ Mary and that of Jesus, becanss the Conception of




