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forever as lhe has done, breeding some hundreds in
order to silect a few good matched pairs.  Butif any
one were to ask hm whether ho expects to fnd
amony lus chickens any with single emabs, he would
at once say, Mo ! With other than yellow legs ¥ No,
again, e SLudly  Now, why is this 2 That s the
question with which we left off.

The answer 13 as sumple and evident ascan possibly
be  The yellow leg and the pua comb have been
regarded culht as_an absolute swme que nun 1 the
Brahmn breed, and hence for many gonciations birds
which dil not possess them have never been bred
from. 1t was not tormerly so even with the comb,
fur I can ranember mysclt seang very fine sigle
Cbud Bralinas cven ot the darh vancty, yars ago.
But for many years now the rule has been Hnpers
ative, and aul vae single tal,in the cham of succession
hus been lost, m breeding from pea-combs only,
Hence every genciation has added to the stabihity of
this puant, till 1t 18 now s tixed that hardly a single
comb could be tound amud hundieds of chickens,
That point is sure ; and any amateur who bred from
any given stock, single combed chickens (more than
a stray one very rarely; for a breed may oceasion.
ally ‘sport,’ as 1t 1s called, alinost any thing) would at
ouce intur that he had been impused tpon with impure
blood. But if our fancier considers carefully Ins own
roceedingy, he will tind that as regards his general

reeding he has not gone upon a sumlar invanable
system. The fint ycar he breeds, while various
faults can be casily envugh fuund amongst his varivus
chickens, he tinds probalily some one fault peculiarly
s0 3 it may be want of leg feather, or stren}:iness, or
hght breasts i s pullets—let us suppose it is want
ot teather. Lo coriect thus, he next season buys or
scleets trom Lis own stock a huked Lind,  Thistime
he g ts plenty of feather, but of his peacilling was
good betore, 1t is very likely worse now.  So for next
season lie seleets a bard ‘wath beautiful dark but
sprehlad breast and splondid hackles, and be finds
lis pencilling somowhat improvad (though not as
wuch as he hoped) but very dikely his cockerds are
now very heht on the breast, and ten to one the old
tault, o1 want of teather, reappears. He thinks now
that what he wants s a fine Jot black breasted cock,
ard he gets one just to swmt, when some of s cock-
erels are spleudsd m color 5 but perhaps the father
was comise 1 the comb and so all the cluckens are,
and very probably the penedling of nearly all lus
pullets 1s guite duil and cloudy, those wineh are not,
beng nearty white breasted. I think this s a preity
farr preture of average breeding  Such a plan neces.
sarily tas i producing vurormty, sunply because
1w pot 1S bred tor long and persistently enough to fix
1t at all.  Luch time a fault 13 attempted to be
currected, some 1ntluence upon that fault really 1s
exerted, and 1t lollowed up the ground wnght be
secured, but very fittle reaity s gamed for the first
Yuar or two, aud by dropmny the next tnk i succession
all or nearly all 13 lust agan.  And the hink s thus
dropped 11 many cases where 1t would not be suspect.
ed.  For suppose a very small and neat comb to have
been bred 1or, and a good approach to 1t luckily
gumed, but some other grave fault developed. ‘io
correct this it may be impossible to select a tard from
the home stock, and & cock from another yard is
procured. lhs cob, too, may be good, and lence
1813 thought that the course of breeding ior good
combs 15 a0t dropped, thougl tite other pomt be
taken up too. It may mdeed be dhas, butat may
also be that the new bird, though good 1 como, 13
almost the only one such in Ius yard, and comes of a
very coarse combed 3train, and 1t so the resultas
cqually what 1 have attempted to deseribe  Hence
it appears that 1t 1s not nough cven in hreediny
steadily for any pomnt desired, to seluet birds from
anywhere which present that pomnt, huwever pertect.
ly. Unless any bird be an actual tnk in the cham,
scarcely anythung will be gamed by hun  Anpd he
s not & hink m the chain undiss he be ether one of
the strain which 1s being pertected, craf toreogn to
1t, at least the product ot a gensratly sunilar course of
breeding, by which the desired points have heen to a
certan extent hined m i ur & sumiar way

on account of this that all good brecders are so un-1 ¢,
lpruscnt

willing to eross  No good brecder I know erosses but
when obliged, and when thus obhiged, always pro-
ceeds With the most extreme cave, and otten gets
“served out " ¢ven at that ; though cven then, it he
realiy has acted with judgment, however grivvously
he be disappmmnted the first yewr, all generally comes
right m the second or thard generation  Though the
irds be alike, if the course of breeiding Le dufl rent,
the hirst result 1s almost always bad. Lhus, 16 is only
lately that breeders have had much success 1o
Ureeding first-rate birds of hoth sexvs from the same
strain, aud cven yet, as is weli known, there are
many straius winch Lreed first-rate cocks, and oaly
moderato pullets with others more famed for puilets
than cockerels, Now sunpssing one breeder to have

started with a good cock-breeding strain, and by
judicious breeding to hiavo so improved 1t that at last
1t breeds also good pullets, whilst another stramn
only originally bicd pullets but has by similar skill
been made to breed also fine cockerels ; if these
etrains be cro~sed, and have hittle blood in common,
the produce the first year will in all probability be
bad, cach stran ‘throwing back’ to its reeent fault,
though the suraius themselves may appear closely
sumlar. Butin such a case as this, the second year
shuull remedy matters. 1lenco the reason wlhy a
man who buys birds cvery year to breed from, can
never breed well. e moy win at exlibitions, if the
birds he buys are good enough ; and he may even got
a goud cluick now and then, but breed he cannot.
This rule 1s invanable, and I have nover known a
single exception toir. It s also plan enough, that if
two carcful breeders work independently their strans
can never be akke. LKach has formed an ideal
of lus own, towards which he steadily works : andas
1813 many chances to one agamnst two such ideals
being precisely simlar, the ‘strains’ will vary.
They do thus vary. It is so in the most famous tribes,
or what we shall call “strains’ of short-horns—the
‘ Bates’ and the ‘Booth’ strains; the Booth
animals having perceptibly broader backs and some-
what stouter fx’mbs, while the Bates bulls have more
symmetrical elegance of form. The two represent the
two ideals of these famous breeders, and so different
strains of any fowl—that 1s, if they be real strains,
carefully bred for generations—present sumlar daffer-
encos to an educated eye.  One man’s Coclnns are
noted for their beantiful tails, thoso of another for
their small and delicato heads ; those of a third for
thewfinc broad proportions. Anditcanbe easily under-
stuod huw 1t 13, that artists very frequently make the
best fanciers, thur trained eyea sewze the wealof a
race, and do not go wandening off frumit, or contiuu-
ally changing it, as others do. ‘They scem to scize
what I may call the * gemus’ of a breed and hold 1t
fast. They may mmproveon their ideal as thoy go on,
but if s, thuar improvement is,a gradual and
st.ady development, not a capricivas change of type.
Mauny of the great cattle breedors even, were artists.
Fawkes was, s0 was Booth himself ; so were Strafford
and Page  Once of the best light Brahwa breeders in
England is an artist ; and [ noted withmuch interest
that Ius artist cye sprangat once to as good a standard
ot shape as I have often seen. And it is found that
arealty thoroughly gand brecder, almost always makes
a good judge. It follows, too, that it is almost im-
possible to perfect a stram without considerable
mterbreeding The process has its dangers, but
these may be «ounteracted hy jud_ment and care; and
atter the evpenence of many years, I say advisedly,
that a good straun cannet bo mmade without it. Lvery
one  knows that to in-breeding of the closest
character the tnbea ot Shorthorns owed every-
thay  'The celubrated bull *Favonte ” was put to
Ins own dam, to lus sister, his daughter, his grand-
daughter, and even Ins great-grand-daughter ! besides
eounthoss other matmgs ot collateral relationship,
And even whien this processmight have been supposed
to be completed and the dusired qualities sufficiently
fixed,what is the testimony of Mr. Booth? ““"Fhe result
of the last thiee crossesupon which I ventured,” said
hi to Mr. Carr, “‘namely, Water King, Exqusite,
aud Lord dtanfey-—has mude me distrust the policy
ot any further step in thal ducction ; nor have the
results I have witnessed o the expertments of others
mcrossmg amnals of any blood with the most fashion-
ablo hulis'of other strains, tended in any instance to
remove that distrust.”

1 boped to have concluded in this number, but the
subject has grown upon me, and I must leave to still
another paper the practical application m detail of
the praptes we have been considering.

Deteriorated Games.

A writer i the November number of the Poultry
Bulletin says :—** This 13 a subject which seems tobe

It 34 agitating our brethien over the water at the preseat

That the English game fowls of the past and
are nut of the xame quality is evident to any
ane who cun compare the illustrations of Weir in
Tegetneier's Boovk with those of Ludlow in Wright's
Book of Pounltry.”

Who can suppose from a glance at the pictures that
they represented birds of the same varicty? The
inrds of Wewr were models ot curved hnes (said to bo
the lines of beauty), those of Ludlow are made up of
angles, which betray too evidently the stan ime
pressed upoun the Enghsh games by the angular
Malay. Compare the purest of the Malay cocks of
Tegetmoter with that of the brown-breasted red

of Wright, azd we do not think many will doubt the

near relationship of the two ; then comparo the same
with the Malays of Wright, aud the comparison will
be as confirmatory of the Malay taint in the English
games as proofs of *Iloly \WWnt.” The thin hackle,
whip-tail and long legs of the exhibition game aro
undoubtedly owin{; to a cross with the Malay birds.
Agnin compare the pile ﬁamo of Wright with his
Malays and he must be blind who cannot see how
much closer is the relationship between the »wo than
between the pite and the noble looking birds of Weir
The black breasted reds and the Duckings of the two
il‘ustrators arc far enough apart to be classed as
duffierent varietics, instead of strains of tho same
varicty.

Allowing that the blood of the Malay mingles with
that of the game, is it disadvantageous to the game?
Undoubtedly it is, It gives them a handsome
appearance 1t the exhibition coops, but it adulterates
the gameness, They are not to be depended upon in
the pit. Those who admire games do so because of
the renowned courage of the variety, and no one keep-
ing theib would be plensed to hear that his birds had
shown the white feather; yet that is what those
with the Malay cross will do. A littlo expericnco may
be of service here, Before the late war we bred from
a Malay cock and three Sefton hens, of a well tested
strain, a lot of chicks, from which we selected a stag
to breed with the same hens, thereby producing
young with but a quarter Malay blood. From tho
last Fob wo selected two very handsome stags, and
ran them with pure.bred Sefton and Tartar hens,
Their young werc almost identical in appearance with
the exhibition fowls lelincated for the Book of
Poultry, Six of the best were tested in a main of
eleven. One killed his opponent in the first fly, four
ran away, and the sixth was killed hefore he had
tune to run. Our family complamed of the monotony
of chicken dinners for somo time afterward. Tako
them all in all they were the handsomest birds wo
ever bred, mostly black breasted reds, standing Ingh,
with thinhackles, whip-tails, and an average weight of
six and a half pounds. Naturally they were savage-
fighters, but proved eraven betore the steel. In ot her
words, the Malay cross (too common in English
games) was the cause of deteriorated games.

After studying the illustrations in Wright's Buok
of Poultry, aad discuve: ing so many characteristics of
the Malay, we suspect deteriorations of courage, and
should require to sce the usual tests applmi> betore
believing otherwise with regard to Luds of that
style.

From the foregoing remarks 1t may he gathered we
are not favorably inchined tuwards the standard of
the modern game fowls portrayed 1n the book by Mr.
Wuoght. To any one who wishes such, we have but
Little to say , afew crosses with our bete nowr (the
Malay) and they can have the present style of bird,
with his doubtful courage (even where the art of
selection has been carried to the sixth gencration).
"To those who still mdulge in the amusement of pitt-
ing their fowls, it is wonecessary to say anything
With them a eraven has but one remove ; viz., from
the pit to the pot. There are however a goodly
number of Persons who though never cxpectinﬁ to
fight their birds, yet wish them to be of undoubted
courage. Lo such we gay, avoid the thin hackled,
wlip-taled exlibition birds as youn would the plague.
Procure a cock that has been the hearer of the steel
and test, or have his young oncs tested in [the usual
way. Many gentlemen do this, and they breod to
the purest feather also,

Laying Quelities of Brahmas,

Mr B. X. Pierce, of Corning, Towa, communicates
the facts given below to the Poultry Record :—

Desiring to know moro of the productive qualities
of Light Brahmas, I made an effort last season to
experiment with one pullet, selecting ber froma pure
blood of last year, and keeping her separated from
others of her variety. She commenced laying on
January 12th, 1873, and laid eighty-three eggs before
becoming broody ; up to this date, August’1, 1873,
she has Iaid 136 eggs. ‘Lhe manner of keeping the
record, or count, of the number of cggs laid, was, to
let the last ege remain in the cgg-basket until the
next was brought in, and to mark the number of each
cgg on itself, so that there was no chanco for an crror.

The hen was pure bred, and from one of the lead-
ing strains of Iaght Brabinas. She has been kept in
confinement froin Junuary lst, except cach day sinco
April 1st, she has been given herliberty after 3p.m.,
and during the whole time has had but little animal
food. One half-bushel of corn, and twenty-tive
pounds of wheat screenings, and, nowand then, bran
and shorts mixed, all told, not to excecd oue bushel
of grain, has been her feed, and would not cost over
fifty cents



