Entomologica

I Llepavtment.

A Humming-Bird Moth,

At this time of ycar, when the lilacs and other
fragrant slwubs are m full bloom, one often sees at
dmsk hovering over the flow ers like a humming-bird
and extracting nectar with their long proboscis; many
alovely speeies of moth; later on in the season they
frcquent petuniag, lackspur, the evening primvose,
sl many other fiowers. Most of these moths are
o active and »witt in theirmovenients that itis almost
impossible to ecatel than without a net, and conse-
quently very few except entomologists are familiar
with them. ‘They belong to various families of the
onder, but the largest and mo<d bird-like are members
of the Hawh-Moth {amily (Splingidde).,  In their
larval state they are eaterpillars of a green color,
usually oinamented with oblique bars or stripes of
different hney on the sides, and furnished with a stift
projecting tail  au oppendaze that is sometimes mis.
taken for a han, or even a sting ! When disturbed
the eaterpillar puts up his
head in o threwdeteng atli-
niyan pe
Pestlosdi @ bikie
that o, ma Lo pian sphani

Yomoe the senoaditic nune
of the fawmily.

Ve have ban kad dato
theee 1vemuths by thereceipt
of & very proddy woth from
Mo dean Ao Gunmudl of
Talenhan, Oud. Nennte
that he hae *f never met
with it in auy otlior place
avapt on lus naghbor,
sl Ly s blaca’ He
wlds U have platy of
lilios within 100 yauds, but
e s vac of themon
mine.”  The specimen is
a Hawk-Moth or Sphiny,
know to entomologists ay
the Deileplite Chamerncrii
(Harris); it has no com-
mon English name.  1t3
eapanded  wings  measure
nearly three inches from &in
to tip, and the body about
an el and a qumten
Its general eolun is olive-bioday, it white markiogs
about the heal and tiorax ; the fore-wings have a
conpantons btwecatored, shghtly wavy, stripe extend-
ing from base to tap 5 the hind-wings are chiefly rose-
colured, with o dade border, and o wiite spot near
tie buse. Lt larva s very rarely scen—we have
nover met witd e ourselves:  Iarns states that it is
“brony »grewn above, and red beneath, with nine
roun-l eream-colored spots, eneireled with hlack on
cach gide, and a red caudal horn ' and that it feeds
on the geent witlow-novh (Epilohium anqustifolinm).

tu also to feed upon purslane,

Vo have nover obsenved its restuction to a partie-
Wit Teality s s sanathed by one corvespondent,
bat las ¢ jound tae toth almost every yoar hovering
aboat the blowowss of the Klae, and have captured
specimens in vavows parts of the province— from Co-
bowrg an the cast, to saulte ite Mare m the north-
West,

Onr carrespontaal wpoears Lo have found extreme
difficulty in K ling 40 pedimen for transmission to
s TEeways that Lie tacd mosuecession coal oil, am.
toh, coteentrated  tatare aesl and  olive o,
without much suecess.  We generally employ chlor

tudey .ol iy
totn B hat

o
Lo

oform for Lalliug moths and tuad ot wstantancously | lormer—indeed it is half true. They carry two;

effective, a fon drops poured upon the body will

kill the largest moth in a moment, but care must be | ever sparkled in_a diadem. They are the most,
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taken to exclnle the specimen from the aic {ora hittle
while, else it would proably revive.  Smaller
specimens may be readily killed by dropping them
into a bottle or box containing a lump of eyamude of
potassinm.  Au these substanees are extremely poi-
sonous, the collector muet exereise cave in their em-
ployment,andbe very particular not toleave his boxes
or bottles within reach of elnldren or careless adults.

We have another wpecies of moth in Casada very
similar to the above mentioned, but considerably
larger, the Dedl phile Epea? 15 3t alvo iy loand aboute
lilaca and other flowers, thongh seldam i such nuwe-
bers ay itseerzener,

g RS

The Luna Dmperor Moti,

Anpzeimen of this most Jovely insecs wasteceatly
Lrzaght to vur office by the Rev. Mr Rozs  Asitis

not very common, fiying only at night, we present
our readers with a life-like llu.tiation of thus ** Queen
of the Night.” Its wings are of a delieate green
color, with a purple-brown wargn on the front of

the fore-wings, A transparent cye-like spot near the

micdle of each wing, and theinsie ngls [ 1le postes
rior wings, Prolonged into rana kalle crescent-shapad |
tails, as shown in the illustration.  The Lody of the |
Moth is covered with snpow.white down.  ‘I'be cater-
pillar feeds upon the hickory, walnut, heeh and
maple. ) .

Toads in the Garden5

Toxis oftcn come to the surface in the mnews.!
papers, and pretty soon we may cxpeet them to come
again to the surface of the ground in scarch of the
summer inseets upon which they exclesively feed.
We know gardeners, who certainly know what they
are about, who buywup all the toads they can get,
and they amply vepay their cost in the destruction
of insects and larvie.  Mauny persons have a loathing
of this really interesting, Lut certainly not handseme,
bfo, the resulb of superstition or want of education.
1tis time we learned that they cannot bite any more
than a garter snake, andif they could, that bite
would be equally as harmless. We suppose the
fiction that they carry a jewelin their headis no
longer belioved, Shakespeare to the contrary not-
vithstanding ; yet the latter is more true thau the

their eyes, at least, are as bright as any jewels that

intocent of creatures that ever ate indiscrimiuately
anything thas had life that they could swallow, that
came within reach. They are worth more per
head to the horticulturist than chickens, even allow.
ing that chickens did not scrateh, and to put our
readers thoroughly in good humor with these insect
devourers, we reproduce the following story by Dr,
Harris :—He supposed the odor of the squash bug
(Corcus tristi«) would protect it from the toad; and
to test the matler he offered one to a grave-looking
bufo under a cabbage. e seized it eagerly, but spit
it out instantly, reared up on his hind legs and put
his front fcet on top of his head for an instant
as if in pain, and then disappeared across the
garden in a series of the greatest leaps a toad
ever made,  Perhaps the bug bit the biter. Not
satistied with this, Dr, Harris hunted up another
toad, which lived under the piazza, and always
sumed himself in one place in the grass, amd
offered him a squash bug, which he took and swal-
lowed, winking in a very satisfied manner. ‘I'wenty
other fine bugs followed the first in a few moments,
with no difficulty or hesitation in the taking or
swaliowing, though from
the wriggling amd ccator-
tiony, it agmeared their ecr-
n.s Gkl not set well wath-
aedhe sk of bugs then
boug (xhinasted, o colony
¢ smooth blach lapvae way
wmzd ina white bireh, cach
wout three-quarters of wi
“wh long, and over one hun-
el of these were fal t)
the waiting toad.  Touch-
ing one of them with the
en . of a straw it would cuil
aronmd it, and then when
shaken before him he wauld
seize and swallow it, at it
eagerly, but with diminish.
ed zest as the number in-
creased, until it beeaae
n2cessary to rub the wonn
against his lips for some
time before he could dezide
avout it. He would then
take it and sit with his lips
ajar for a short thne, ga-
thering strength and rese-
2ution, and thenswallow by
. desperate cffort, There
ia no i.dling what tas wumber or resuld would have
Dbeen, as the dinner bell rang as the 101st disappeared,
and by the close of the meal he had retired to his
hole, nor did he appear for four days in his sunning
place. Tt is to be hoped that he slept well but there
wight have been vightmares, — Wotern Rural, |

Destroying Curculios,

Acurrespundent sl the Gerwantown Telegraph says,
“T have seen various methods for keeping these in-
sects off plum trees, but none so simple, nor yet so
ceffectual as the folluwing : Svak corn cobs in sweet-
ened water until thoroughly saturated, then suspend
themto the limbs of the trees a little winle after blos-
soming, being sure to bLurn the cobs after the fruit
ripens, as they will be found full of young inseets. A
good plan is to change the cobs cvery few weeke.
My theory is this: that the insects deposit
their egpgs in the cobs in preference to doing
soin the young plums, The first scason I tried it
upon one or two only, and in the surmmer wasreward-
ed by a good crop of as fine plums as ever ripeued,
while those on the other trees fell off when aboutfhalf
grown, Next spring found sweetened corn cobs
dangling from the limbs of all my plum trees, and
the summer found them full of delicious fruit.



