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the flîriners oughlt ts.. atîd perlîapq doc. knwsomethinC aboli' tbeir appearance nit tic
field crops. BuÏ porhaps fevcan tell liowv
it iii thal, they are 81) nuinerouq. and appucar
iii sucb thoiisandq on a plant that a few days
before secmed perfc(ly free front tlieir
.d.tac. TUhe reason i. f lint they are so enor-
mouisly produictivo. Fron a sinigle roelle
plant-bouse, of an ordinary species. inay bte
produced in seven generationit he treîîîeî-
-tonts unmber of 720 millions of descenîdants,
*'ach one of wlîotn posiesses a siiiil:îr Iccîtin-
-laty. In the caçe orfilhe grain-buise, ..peci.
)lens of which are litfore usý; Dr. Fitch ]lias
proed by e'qnriînent Iliat 1-a siniglo aine
prtofficet folur youg daily. aitl tilîeRbecoîne
cCqiunlly proIifl,ý uve l'. 1îîeilîre days
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old i thi:s lier d.scendautS in tweum(y days
will nuniber upwards of tîo millions, andt
will incroase at tbe rate cf a million dlaiiy I.'
No wonder, thtn, that tbey alipear as if by
nmagio irbere iinnoticed before.

Thc Gr-ain Alp*u»- unlise illoSt species of
plant-lice wiz-h eGufuse (licir aItt-tckî cadi
oc to a single speis o? plant, andi cannot
live upon any other, feeds iit equat readi-
neuts ilpon ail k-iuits of grainu, stcli as ena,
wvheat, barley, andt rye.. Individitally IL is
very minute and insignific-ant, but hecomles
formidable froom its iuînbcrs. It varies iii
colour, rome speciunenb bcing green, especi-
ally tlmoso tlint flrat appear oin the leaves,
others yetlov, and otiiers o? different stiades
up to broNvnisha reit. Tlie accompilnying
woodcnfst exhibit speeiînie:s enormoily inag-
aifleit ; the first a ivingeil female, tlUs other
a winglesî feinale - the miaIes are i-ery
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rarcly foundù, anit enly appoar lin flic auitumn.
The structure of these minute ecattres le
se painly shown in fie illustrations, that wçe

iieed iuot oocuîpy ouîr space ivitti a particuiar
aiccojint ornt. Trîîy live In clusters on flic
leaves at iirst, and afterwards on the stems
orftlic tlowers andt licads of grain ; tîteir food
consisis of the $ap of lime plant, wlîiclî tlicy
draw ont by ir.eanq of a suieker on tlîe niuder
.,!(e of the lieail. Tiley thils talze away front
tlie grain flice Llaljurated sap vhicli was iii-
tended I b uitit IL np1. anud $o enlise it
to lie morc or less sliruîn-ien, ana dle-
ficient iii size auut weiglit. Miien tlîey
ocCur ii excessive nuimbers. tbev of course
diminish lic hvield of grain, but tlîey are by
no mnuas so very injurions as their appcar-
-%lce would lead one to expet.

iVitti regard te renmedics, the bort are pro-
vided by the goed Providence of the Creator.
and ctflsist of.Qmatll parasitie iîîsectu. wvli,

Ipreyiupon (lie pl.iîît-lice. Tuie mortcoituniot
of tîese are the i adybirds, bath in teir
larva. and beecUe states, (figg. :, and1 - the

lace-wlngcdl or golen-eycl dies, (lie. thle
eggs; fie. 6, theu IhrVa ; fig. 7, the iperfect
insect) ; the Syrpbus flies in their larval
stnte, (lig. 8) ; -.nd it number or vcry minute
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iclineuions (bant livc inside (ile plant-liCe
anit peedily tane ieir deatli. The coin-
bineit attacks of ail these msoftl insecha kcep
the plant-lice in chîeck, andt prevent tlueir
increasing to tic enorinous extent flint flîey
otheririse specdiiy îçould.

IL wottdabe usele.sa te rcconîmend any ar
tificial remedies,. uuch as dusting ivith line
orsulphuir, as bCir application te a large
field of grain wonid ho almost impracticable.
and evon if fcasibie, the cest i fine nnd
labour irouli barilly be countcrbalanced by
the redniced inroads o? theso tiny depredators
AUl ie can siy, tien, ls, let tic huuisbandmiaui
encourage, as far as hoe can, tlîe fricnitly in
secti; that we bave figurrit above, ana thon
place bie trust in a honeficent P'roviudence for
the preptrration o? bIe croit.

Specimens Nanied.

'rouin W. B-. Co.. Mindien, Ont., we hava
received a niiscellaneous collection o? speci-
mens, svitlh a request flbnt wc 8bouit notice
and identify (hei in tî departmnent tif otir
publication.

The large moth "fouind ont theî kikheu-
floor." anul the other like It, 6- founid sîndcr a
mveed ih a, strawberry-bed," are ofcmen~e
(lie Petaoe Sphynx, tlie perfect forni of a
very large caferpillar, with a stilf tait. iluat
feeds utpon flic leaves of tue pouato, and to-
mata vinesq, and about whicli we licar stichi
dii eftil tales of poisoning and deatii. Our
correspondent wil finit ait accousit of it, iviti;
illustrations of the moth, chrysalis ani calter-
pillar. ini the F.y~; AitMER. tèr Deccuiber

2.lzSi7. page 35. WVe wout vligy
tluoifft il, i cuntrary t0 ouîr tisual pricrice,
retirat he luve specin of LIme mnoth. but it
tiî.%( become sa dauuaged duriug its t ravel,
ilîît it wvas tutterly uiseless ils a specitaen. It
doi-s flot do to kcep lie butherfiies or niotbs
Sî11ni iii a small box, as ii impatciece nt
theiir confinement t (ly knock ibcir wings ail
to pieces. and deniudo (liinselves efth le
scales which cousttute tbeir chier bepuîtv.

Almost ail allier lcinds of inscîs iray ho
kept for a time alive withont injury. TIns
best way to kilt moths or buitterfiies (bant it
is desired to preeerre as specimens is te en-
close them in a wtle.,necked boaie or tigbit
b3x in wliicb is pL.iced a piece o? çponga
fre.;slv noisteneit witli clloroform, tlie fumes
of whcl ili cauEe tîteun to collapse aluneat
instaui(auLousty.

2. --The tw.%o flies iit sueh disproportion-
ately large wings, and whicm were botti
talie iii the kitclien," ai-e spocimens of the
Frerkied Lace.wing Fly (Polysoecljofeg punc.
taotes, Fsmb.>, al slug.gish Neuropterous (nerve-
wingcd) iusec(, wliese larral prebably live
ii tie iWauer andt prey uipon otîter insectq.
It belongs ho the samne group of insects as
the <3olden-cyed and other Lace-winged
Flics that wu. have ofwen spekea of as bain.-
so mseft in devouring Immense nutabers o?
plant-lice oit Iops, cals, and indeed every-
tlig eise. Ina lleir 'wingeti stato ilhese in-
sects are perfectly liarinless, net bcbng inju-
rions te vegetunlun, or f roublesome n-ith bite
or sting, and as their Iarvie beleng to a most
useftil fannily, (bey ougbit, we thinîr, t0 be let
alone ant flot deshroyed. They are oftca
ceDmen in Julv andt August near water. One
moonliglit niglit at Cobourg, somle few years
ago. e sair the loiver portion o? saute large
buildings (Smitbis block) almeat bl-ackened
witlî innumnerablo specimeus o? this insect,
tmat bad probably corne up frot the lak-e or
harbiour. Tlucy are generally common ont
0ie whlarves tîmore iii the sitnar ime.

3. The remarkably prolty spider with
opaque wrhite body, ornamonteit ritti su oh-
lique pale redtstripe on each sidle. "(ouend
iuîngst the potatocs," we dIo not kuiow the
*uuui. of. Is spiders atre no trîhe irsects, ie
have no.vtr situdied tliir structure or clistihi-
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