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should be observed, too, that Lossing, in his pictorial ¢ His-
tory of the War of 1812,” published in New York in 1869,
indulges in several speculations with regard to the name
Toronto, equally witkout historical foundation. In the
wood-cut which Lossing gives (p. 593,) of thesite of theold
French Fort, Toronto, it is amusing to notice that he is
sketching the neighbouring rifie butts under the impression
that these are bastions of the old French Fort, while at the
same moment the rough protuberances of soil and turf on
which he is seated, really were portions of the remains of
which he was in quest.

- Old Mr. John Ross, whom some of us may remember, had
directed Mr. Lossing accurately enough to the desired local-
ity, but being an invalid, he had not accompanied the artist
thither. Had he done so, the ridiculous mistake would have
been avoided.

Lossing mentions the Trees-in-the-water interpretation of
the word Toronto ; some sound resembling the Huron word
Toronto, has suggested the notion that such was the mean-
ing of the term Toronto, and the trees in question were ex-
plained to be those that used formerly to be seen opposite
on tho island. The name Toronto did not originate in this
locality at all; it tool its origin from the populous place
of meeting of the Wyandot bands, situated far to the north
between what we now call the Lakes Huron and Simcoe, so
that the Trees in-the-water theory must have been an after-
thought and is historically without foundation.

Note 4. It will be well, perhaps, to remind the modern
visitor to the site of the primitive Toronto landing and to its
successor at the foot of Dufferin street, that some changes
have taken place along the shore of the bay here through
the action of the waters of the lake.

In 1749, when the trading post was built, the cliff with-
out doubt ran out some yards beyond its present limit, and
a shight projection from the shore gave shelter to canoes
and small craft drawn up in front of the palisades. The
broad sheets of flat rock visible here when the waters are



