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customed to, and not sought for the morality of war, in the
suspicious data of the insidious economist; my humanity, I
trust, ie founded on the religion of my country, and not on
the hypocritical professions of & puny Philosophy. That
the Duke de Liancourt asserts my defensive plans were
setiled, and that I loudly professed my hatred to the United
States, I conceive with the candid reader, will make all those
shafts fall harmless, which through me he aims, as an
honest Frenchman, at my country and its best interest,
namely, an irrevocable union with the United States. Those
sentiments of mine were called forth into public by the im-
proper conduct of Mr. Randolph, the American Secretary
of State, in 17194, and are printed in Debret’s collection. I
know they gave great satisfaction to the English Americans
and as much umbrage to the Philosophists and Frenchmen.

I will trouble you for a moment to say, that if you publish
any papers as an appendix to your iranslation, you may not
think it improper to include the speech I enclose, which has
pever been printed in England, and is illustrative of the
objects I had in view, and may, by a note of reference, he
easily connected with the view of them, as exhibited by
Mons. Liancourt.

« Hisdescriptions, it may be easily traced, originated from
snatches and pieces of my conversation. Should this speech
not enter into your plan, I will be obliged to you to return
it to me.

““Does the Duke de Liancourt mention his companion
Petit-Thouars? Perhaps your translator may not know
that he was Captain of the Tonant, and killed in the battle
with Lord Nelson;* if he does not, the anecdote may be
agreeable to him.

“T am now to apologize for the trouble I give you in thig
hasty letter; receive it as a mark of my respect, as I would
wish to stand well in the opinion of a man who, like you,

* Battle of the Nile, 1798.



