
NORTHE RN MESSENGER.

THE HOUSEHOLD.

IIOUSE-CLEANING : THE BEST
METHOD.

n<Y LILLIAN GREY.

"How I wisi you could stay here a few
weeks, Aunt Mary, instead of going on tc
Annie's to-morrow V"

"I should enjoy staying, but you knmow
poor Annie needs me more tian you do;
that attack of pneumonia will help kee
her weak all the spring."

" Yes; but I ivant you to keep John
from being cross ;ie lias spells of it just
about this time of the year."

"John! Johncross i Why, Hetty, it's
hard to believe that; he's gat a wonderfu
good disposition, an' always had. I'v
known himint fromi a baby up."

"Yes: we'll admit tiat he's amiable and
easy te get along with most of times, but
his good temper canm't stand the strain of
house-cleaning, You sehould have accn the
look of gloom and disgust that caine ove
his face this mîîorning whefi I asked mn ta
get some lime so I could begin te cleai
house next iveek.

"Bubietty, I re'ly hope you ain't think
ing of beginniug next iveek ; why it's only
the middle of March."

"Well, I wmon't gel done thon before
some time in April, and I do like ta hav<
il ont of the way early, so I can ge at th<e
spring and summer sowing before the
.weather gels so hot ; and 've se nuch t<
do this spring ; the children have outgrowr
so many of thir clothes, and there's some
quilting to do beside."

"Bu, my dear, l'n afraid you'll all get
your deatuh of cold if you have the house
open and upset suci damp chilli weather :
botter do your sewing first, and wait until
its warimî and settled. I think May is
plenty early enough ta cleaitn in this part o
the country."

" May ! why, I was all done last year by
the tenth of April, an' I meant ta do_:oven
botter this year." 

" Let me sec 1 Wasn't il last spring you
had such a spell of rheumnatism and neural.

"e, I wts rial sick'; 'and how tiirik.
ful I was talt the cleaing was finished
before ib ca me on."

" Didn't you aver think that but for that
saime cleaning it wouldn't have coie on at

"I declare, Aunt Mary, you're as bad as
John, for that's just what lie said ; ie was
positive about it."

' "Poor boy !l'mt afraid I should b
cross toc if I iad ta live in a house whose
umistress was going to begin te cleant lnext
woek. Do you hire any ielp ?"

"I lon't usualy. Youknowwe arenot
blessed witl muci ready moncy, and so I
would rather do the ork myself and have
the money saved ta buy things iviti ; there

i seims tho beso mtuch wanted all the time
in a house. But, you sec, with the haber
work il takes me a long time. I sligit the
genîeral vork as mucli as I can, toc, but
they all complain of the picked-up meals.
f get clear discouraged sometines over it."

" Well, dearie, it's a good thing I ain't
going to stay here throughi it, for we should

<uarrel as certain as fate ! Your way and
mny way are very different, and I sahould be

alimîost sure ta takze Joit's p:rb."
"You would? Then I'm sure he'd b

delighted."
"Yes, w-e would b two against aie,

-Ietty, and you wouldn't like that or think
it at all fair. "

" Well, I iardly know ; if you've got a
way of getting along witut uipleasant things
botter than I have, I hope I shouldn't be
obstintate enougi ta quarrel."'-

"I Oh, I vas only joking as to that, but
re'ly I do long ta give you somme advice.
You're such a gond practical, sensible
woumant, about most things, that il seems a
pity you shouldn't b in tbis matter."

"Now, Auntie, I have tried te do the
best I know how ; atleast I've thougit so,
but-well, if I'm all wrong, I'mn wiiling ta
listen to te rightand be convinced. Nov
suppose you could step linto m' place-
' make believe you was me,' as the children
say--how -would you do."

"In the first place, I would set the very
thought of house-cleaning off for ai least
six weeks, and tell John sa, and case his
mind ; thon I'd gel out all the summer
clothes of the whole famiy, and have a

general overlooking, and plan what is to
niake over or combine together, and sor
out the paper rags and carpet rags. Then,
after I'd mended, fixed over, and made uj
everything on hand, I should buy all th
inuslin, cambric, and lawn wanted for the
season, and iake the sewing-machine runr

r lively for a few days. I wouldn't put in
a many tucks and ruffles to iran on hot days

oither, but have a plenty of plain hemmed
w little dresses and aprons, for frequent

changes are a comufort. After that was al

P done, on briglit days I'd clean the bureaus,
trunks, and closets ; it is such a help to
have them donc when ono-gets to cleaning

L a room, and the first room I would do
would be that large store-room ; then every-
thing not desired elsewhere could be stowed
thore, and not handled a second time."

t 0, Auntie, that all looks so easy for
you to btell it ! "

" But before I began to clean it at all, I
t should have a grand day of cooking. I
f fully agree with John and muost other men

about linked-up ineals ; one of odds and
* ends in soie crisis nay be allowable, but

no more ; and when people are working
unusually hard they need to have their
strength kept up by nourishing food. Of
course a wioman can't stop to prepare much
for every meal, but something like this
would be my plan or bill of fare. I should
bake bread, pies, nd two or three kinds cf
good-keeping cake, and a pot cf pork ;md
beans, and boil sone ham or corned beef,
all this, -with coffe, eggs, and now and then
a can of vegetables, will afford good and
quickly set meals for at least three days,
and by thab timo ther'd very likely be a.
rainy day, so I'd stop.cleaning and cook up
agam. I should have plenty of broonms and
all conveniences to work with, and clean
and settle one room at a tine; that's a
special point on which a grejit deal of peace
and comfort depends. Another thig I'd
do, and that is to paper those staring
white walls. I know lima meakes a house
look sweet and fresh at first, and much is
said against paper, but I believe in it.
It saves work, and a pretty paper niakes a
room sen half furnished in my eyes. Of
course I should be careful to select paper
without any green in it ; aside fronm that,
I consider a paper wall as wholesome as
a white one. And wherever I could change
things around for more convenience or a
little novelty I shoùld do it. It is restful
to a housekeeper whose life is so mono-
tonous to sec even a picture hung n a
different place, or the position changed of a
chair or table. There, Hetty, I've deliv-
ered quite a lecture; but that is an out-
line of what I should do if I was in your
place, and if I carried it out I should have
no fear of John's crossness, or of a siege of
rheunmatisn after. You have listened very
patiently, mny dear. Now, how do you
like my vay "

" Why, it all sounds very nice, and
seems easy to do, Aunt Mary, and I've a
good notion to try it,-all but the papering;
that's out of the question ; we can't do it,
and it costs so much to get paper-hangers
out froin town,-morethan the paper does."

"Theon I'il make you an affer. If Annie
gets well and strong, lIl c oneback in May
and hell you. I can hang paper as welli
as anybody where the walls àre not very
high, and I like to do it."

Il" That's another inducement for me to
put off cleaning, Auntie ; but l'Il accept
your offer and take your advice all through.
l'Il go right at ny summer sewing, although
I can hardly wait to sec how nice and now
the roois are going to look! John often
says you are the best and deareat Auntie
in the world. I wonder what lie will say
now V-E:Eýchange.

"A PENNY EARUNED."
A " penny saved is a penny carned."

-Old Proverb.
After all, with very many careful house-

keepors, often therie ls uch wasted in a
kitchen. The little unperceived foxes de-
stroy the vine. Among young inexperi-
enced or tloughtlessiousekoepers enoughis
wasted sonmtimnes uin o0menmonlh ta pay for
a first-class weekly or mmonthly periodical
and yet the mistress of these kitchens nay
benoan the lack of means to buy these
papers.

NoI wonder how careful manîy of you
are about the following things:

l ucooking meats, do you throw away
the water withoutremîoving and saving the
grease, and do you save the groase fron

o the dripping-pan î It seemts a little thing,
t but that grease saved will do t use in fry-
, ng. Pieces of bread lft at one incal are

thrown back into the bread box forgotten
e and left to dry or ~mold instead of being
e wrapped up and used for the next meal.
i Scraps of mneat which would inake excellent

hash or balls or eke out a meat pie are
s thrown away.

Cold or inashed potatoes are left ta sour
t or spoil. Preserves are opened, forgotten,
l and left ta mold or forment, instead cof

being used for the next supper or made
into tarts for dessert for the next dinner.
Dried fruits often becone wormy, not
being looked after. Vinegar and sauces

- are left standing in tins. Plated forks and
a spoons are left in pickles, forming most

poisonous verdigris, and spoilimg all of it.
Corks ara left out of molasses and vinegar
jugs; the stopper out of the kerosene oil-
can whereby much of it escapes; the tea
or coffee caunisters loft open, bhe strength
leaving then, Food of all kinds is loft on
open pantry shelves, exposed to ice, and
most frequently caten by them.

Sugar, to, coffeo and rice are carelessly
spilled in handling. Soap is lft to dis-
solve in dish or scrubbing water and thus
wastè. Disi towels are used for dish
cloths, while napkins arc used for dislh
towels, and towels ara used for holders,
burned or get begrined with smut so that
they cannot b cleansed.

Shoots are used on theironing board and
burned or scorched. Two yards of un-
bleached musin at six cents a yard will do
for all except the very fiee clothes. car-

-pets are swept wtlit worn out stub broomus
which wcar out the texture of the carpet.
Carpets are too much swept by nost peo-
ple. They will last longer if the threads
lying about are kepb carefully picked, or
aven gontly brushed if it be very necessary.
Good new broous are used in scrubbing
the pavement or kitchen floor. Nothing
wears then out so quickly. Forks are
used for toasting bread, and ruined. Tea
and coffe .pots are injured by being al-
lowed to stand upon the stove or by being
set on the ot coals. Silver spoons are
used in scnraping kettles, and the monst use-
ful we dishclothrmad-for4hspinpos,
forgo en. The pudding left fron dinner
to-day can b steamed over for to-mîorrow
if enough, if nlot, eke out with a bit of
pudding left fron another dinner. Don't
forget that desserts cost one-third of your
living at least. Rice pudding eau b made
into croquettes. ,

Pails and wash-tubs are lof t dry anld fall
to pieces. It is agood plan when you have
a little pie crust lof t over to muake a few
tarts instead cof putting ià away to sour.
Hant often becomes tainted or filled with
vermtin for want of care. It should be
kept wrapped up. Cheese is allowed ta
get too dry or ta mîold or ta be caten by
mico. Toilet soap, when in use, should be
kept in a dish on a porforated piece o the
water will leava it. It will alseo bbtter
to leave off the cover of the dish, so the
soap vill get dry. It lasts mnuch longer in
this way.-Christian ab JVork.

KITOIEN WRINKLES.

Keep a brick on the back of your stove.
Yu wiIll find it nice to set food on wien
you wish ta keep it warn. Try using
sweet, skiîmmed milk instead of starch for
calicoes and ginghans. Rub vindow glass
with a piece of soft linon wet with vinegar,
thon with a dry cloth, and it will bo beau- t
tif uily clear. I make glue that is very 0
good by dissolving the gumîn ta bo found on
cherry trocs, in water. Keep water on it h
all the time and it is always ready for use.
Cut the thin skin from the outside of the
leg of mîtton, or the mutton chops, before
cooking them, and you wil not have the
woolly taste that se nany complain of.
To clean the silver spoons and forks in
overyday use, rab themi witlh a damp cloth
dipped in bakingsoda, then polish thei
with a little piece cf chamoels skin. I have
learned that 1 can wash two pounds of cur-
rants alniost as quickly as one cupful, andl
that it is a great saving of tinie ta find thet s
ready for use when I nced thei. Rub si
salt on the inside of your coffee pot when lý
washig it, and it wili remtove the coffee o.
and egg very quickly. Be sure te rinse itî
thoroughIly before using i again. O el
lanp burners should be boiled often in
strong saleratus water. I.et them boil for
an hour, polisi them, and they will be as a

good as new, ai will not trouble you by
causing asmnoky light. Tog take letters frotî
a flour sack, first dip the sack in cold water,
and lotit soak fifteen minutes ; thon soap lit
well, lot ib soak a little longer, and when
it has been washed through one water, it is
ready to be put througi with the other
clothes. Makze stove-cloths Of dark calico
to use about your cooking, instead of using
your apron or a dish towel whcnever you
wisi torenovo anything from the oven or o1f-
the stove. You will find tienm neater and
more convenient. I have mine doubled
and about twelve inches aquare.-Bose-
keeper,

EMPLOYMENT FOR BOYS.

Netting is such a nico employnent for
boys during the long winter evenings at
home.

Now, don't say : "Pshaw, such foolish
work 1" for itbis not te least bit foolisi.
Do you suppose the fishermen think lb is,
as they sit inaking or nending their nets 1

It seems a little diflicult at first, but prae-
tice scon makes perfect. Fine string or
twine costs very little, and-the needle is
not expensivo. The mesh any boy can
make. Nets vin which to cook potatoes and
Onions will be nice to practise on. They
can be easily lifted out wlmen done, and
inammîna need nt burn lier hands trying to
drain the water off È w ile they are in the
kettle. Make sone for her and see ihow
pleased she will be. After alittle practico,
you can venture to mak e nets for lawn
tennis, hantmocks, etc., until, after a time,
you will find yourself able to do fine, pretty
work. Thon make the foundation for
guipure vork of crochet cotton ; itis soie-
ting that sister will appreciate, and there

is little twork more fascinating. Mitts of
silk can be rmade ; crowns for baby's boit-
nets, and many other things, that will sung-
gest themselves as you beconme proficient.

To TAN t SHePsrciN WriTH iTHr Wooe ioN.-
Tack ie skin upon a board it liheflesh ide
ont. SeaoRtabeikî tit lic skia
with pulverizei clalk until it will absorb ne
more. Thon tako il; from the board and cover
%vît pewdcrcd aluni. Double halfwa? yover
with the fcli hsidezin contact. 11011 fig îtly te-
ges1i:Ta armfor three days, after which
unfold'agait nana titch ona board or nail ta a
for'han n a

liant dyes, aud iake beautiful nI lta rugs of
domestie manufacture.

Fa tO o n.-A old reliable English cook-
book givos tète fallowing 1-cipo as ail oil-clotm
restorer: Meit one-half ofounce of beeswax in a
saucer of turpentine. Rub the surface ail over
with it and rlb it wfith a dry cloth.

PUZZLEPS-NO. 8.
A IIDDEN iiovLnn.

lu the niorning of thy days
lonor God in a tly ways,

AINvays ready ta iacknoelcdg
aiiyi inait her schol or collego

And le shan impart tlichighlt'
To direct thy pathis ariglit.

S. MoouR.
Quebee.

. THE msoSsNET sERvARNT,
gAeng ie batof the nuany atitmmîîetictit.

goniiities la tUat orfttte disliotaost servant. Bis
master had bought thirt -twimo cans of mîaîle
îyrup, tvch li ecaîîsedatom oe plactdin tie ccllar
by tUe servant in sucli a inanner as te ceunti inei
cans on every side of the square counting on the
ino thus:-

.1 71
7 7

.1 71

But tic servant maitagcd, despite, titis prccait-ion, te steal tvnlv cais-tat is. folr ou thrc
eparate occaslons-and yet. wh1en1 the master
ounbrd lie fouîîd nixie cazîs oit cacli aide, accord-
ng ta his original pian ofdsoectingfraud. Now
ow did the imgenious thiief rearranuge the cans
o as ta stand the testi

IETAGRAMs.
1. 1 amna writing utesil.
2. Change îmmy heati anti 1 ani a bird.
3. Again ar I aim a moor.
4, Again and 1 anîa boys naie.
5. Again and 1 ani an aninatl's Ihaine.
6. Again and I am a n-mber.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES.-NUMBEI 7.
SORIPTURE ExcmNGA,-Seek good and not evil,
mAos. 14.
A BoY's NAME.-Williaim,
TnAÂispmATioms.-I. White. 'Mille, wlîale,
thae, stale,%tatksackslaekblack. 2. N ealscat,
ai.,slanm, sm, glum.grugri prim. 3.nlate,
ave, lave, love. 4. Saxo, sale, hale, olr ,ple,

5. liant, liard, lard, lord, fond, fort, foot.°lue glue. glumî,î slium, slan, siat, seat, peat,
ont, piot..pink. 7. larti, card, cari, cas, east
Dsy. 8, sin, son, won, woe.

PUZZLERS HEARD FROM.
Correct aiswers have bren recciv front
eancy EB. Wagner, Srah . CoIll .

reene, Bert NW. Denimanii.1


