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ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR SAVIGUR.

¢ While all things were in silence, aud the night wes in
the ‘midst of her course, the Almighty Word leaped
down from Heaven; froua thy royal Throne e
‘Wisposu-—xviii. 14, 1,
-The Moon her midnight course pursned-;
And rovad, io twiskling myriads strewed,
~ + Thestarry host shono clears
Noture vepos’d, when Nature’s God
‘Descending, sought Man’s low abodo~e"
Our sin-polluted sphere,

The Eternal born, a Child of tims,

‘The 1. f-doom'd victim of our crime,
Qur.Form adopting wears;

A helpless Babe in manger mean,

Low1aid, an Ox and Ass bétween,
Creation’s Liord appears,

By Mercyhere we wond'ring view
Man's debt of satisfuction due.
To justico amply paid=:
Vigw God himseif, as Man, defnay
'Gainst Mau, the huge-amount tiat lay,.
And all hiis avortic outweigh'd.

in muto amaze th* angelic throng

Beltold our sinful.race among,
Life’s Author, mostal born !

And Man now with his Maker claim.

Fraternal kindred, lato the theme
-Of hopeless puilt forlora.

But hark their voices sweet they raises
And high, o'er:all exalting, praise
Th® Almighty Lord supreme !
Thes of Messiah’s humblo birth
Tho tidings glad announco to carth,
And peace to man proclaim.

Watching their flocks an Bethlem®s plain,.
The pious shepherd’s hoard the strain,
And saw the vision clear:
Then. thither hiod them, whera they find,
The Saviour, hopd of human kind,
And, prosteate, him xevere.

Xo mysticforms, our fuith-to try,
Upon his altars stilt we spy
Disguis’d, our-Saviour Lord :
Not by tho humblo shepherds sole}
But now, as God from pole to polg,
By.maokind all ador'd.

o God, who reigas clernally,

1n substante Une,in yorsons Three,
Supremely blest in heav’n 5

By all his Creaturcs, but o%r all

By man, so faver'd sinco his fuli,
Bg cniless glory givia!

HAMILTON, G.D. DECEMBER 29, 1841. .

- THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

DEMONSTRATED DIVIKE,

Dedicated to our modern Freethinkere.

Cuarree XV.

EXODUs,

Crarrer 1.—This book begins with & doteil of the
oxcessive gufforings and persecutions which the people
of God had to endure from the Egyptians; under a new
kiog, Pharaoh; “who keow not Joseph;” and who,
dreadiag the prodigious growth of the children of Israel,
into vast ¢ multitades thst filled tho Laad ;- and threat-
encd to become stronger fa it, than the nativesthem-
selves ; sought by oppression and havd labour, to keep
|them under ;. and even to.destroy their race, by com-

manding tho Egyptian midwives, to Kill every Hebrew
Jmale child as soon as born,

Verse 10,-—¢ Come,” said he to his poople; ¢ Iet
us wisely oppress them, lest thay multiply, &c.” But
{hiswisdom was folly i theend ; as thatalways turnsount
to be, by which man thinks to counteract the desigas of
the Omnipatent, whose vitws. are only forwarded by

{ the very measures adopted 'in-order to frustrate:his just

and holy purposes.  OF this, even in our days,.and in
our.own country,we have iately Jiad a striking exawple.
The English, like tho Egyptifa government, has tried by
overy imaginable mode. of opptéssion, to root out Ca.
tholicity trem the British dominions,—Its unjust code of
laws, enncted against tho followers of that religion,
which converted our Pagan forefathers to Christinnity,
istraced in characters of blood,~of blood which can:
never beefiaced, on our Statate Books, and Parlinment-
ary Records. Never was persecation more severs, long-
lasting, and unrclenting. Even ss yet, after the long
lapse of thred hundred years, ‘though its fury is abated,
its effects are felt, “Tho storm is hushed, that soagitated
tho deep :—but-its troubled waters still- beave and swell,
and dash their foaming billows or ths hoarse resounding
fshore. In Ircland wa have seon renewed, and enforced
with growing rigour for so loag & timo, all the remorse.
less cruelties of o Pharaoh, ood his Egyptians; ¢¢ who
hatcd the children of Isracl, and aflicted nnd mocked
them.” Butit heppened as of old, ¢ that the more they
-oppressed,” and sought to destroy.them 3 *“the more
they were multiplicd and incrcased.”

Chaptor 2.—Verso 10.—Moses, the delivorer of bis
people, is waken from the water 5 liko Noah from the
Deluge, the preserver ; and Jesus, from the Jordan, the
1 Saviour of our race. All saved with Noah, *‘weresaved
by water 3 I Per. Iii. 20.  All liberated with Moses,
were saved through tho Red Seay end all saved with'
{Joshua or Jesus, must crossthe Jordan, beforo entering
the Promised Land 5 must ¢ bo born again of waterand
the Holy Ghost 3 Jonw ili. 5. Must pass through the
purifviog mediutaiz Baptisms which uccording to Si.
Petor, *vis of tho like forms” 1 Per.5ii. 215 ¢ before
they can enter the kingdom of God.»

Verse 16 —Moses, Hyiog from the face of Pharaoh,

Jwho sought to kill him, “sbodein thelaud of Madian;

ord he sstdown by & well  Andthy Priest of AMadian
had seven daughters, whocamo to draw water; ang,
when tho troughs were Blled, desired fo.wator their
'father's flocks. And the shepherds tame and deove

~ Nouzsr 16,
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them away, And Moscs ‘oroee, and, defending the
maids, watered their shosp??
Moses also was an illustrious prototype of -the Mes-

{sioh, His spouse too, Serroza, ‘ithe beautifal” (for

such ig the meaning of her Hobrow name,)—wasfound,
fiko Isaac's and Jacob’s,at the well s” seeking to “water
ber father’s flocks” Here thien again is a figure of the.

1Saviour’s Church ;- the dagghter of tho Gentile Priest-

hoed ; feund by him in baptism, the fountain of regene-
ration. Augther figurois spied by the Catholic writers
in **tho seven sisters, who camo to water ¢heit father’s
flocks :” namely * the seven Sacraments” of the Re-
deemor’s Church. Moses rising “deferded them agains

tho Shepherds :” Tho Saviour risiog from the ded, de-
fends them agaiost the false ‘teachers ; who'woeld pros
hibit them from pouring forth-to the faithful their puri-
fying ood refreshing stheza.s: the water, of whichour
Saviour says, « thetjt s}#] become in those who-drink
it, o fountain of water, pringing up’ into elornal life;”
Jonniv. 1& Ttis hio Bmself, liko Moses, who “draws
for them the water, aad gives the sheep fo drink.”~
Verse 18, - :

Moses takes to wi&i tho daughter of the .priest of
Madian, The Saviouriakes for his spouse tho Gentilo
Church, the daughter, agwe said before, of the heathen
priesthond. - |

Chapter 8,~Moscg fexds the sheep of Jethro, his
father-in-law., The Savilur,forced to quit his kindred,
~-the Jews—bocomes the pasior of the Gentiles. 3

Verse 2.—And Moses, ““having drove ibe flock to
the inger partsof the desort; and being come tothe
Mountain of God, Horeb, the Lord appgared!o-\limin a
flame of fire, ott of the midst of a bush; Whd he sav
that the bush was on fire, and'was not burnt.
 The Fathers of the church find in this great sight
which Moses said ¢the would go and see,’” an emblem of
tho Divinity, anited in our Saviour with the humabity ;
of the olernal, essential, vital and ol vivifying flame of
charity ; (for God is charity,) 1 Joux.iv. 1,—combined
with the terrestrial creature, *the bash,” withont con.
sumingit. Tho Supreme Majesty of the vision appears
from ths order given to Moses, thus< ¢ come.not nigh!
put the shoes fromroff thy feet; for'the place on which
thou standest is-holy ground.” Baint Bernard compares
‘the Blessed Virgin Mottier of God, overshadowed by
tho Holy Ghost, ¥:full of grace* and conceiving the
eternal Son made man, to thobush all on fire, yctun-
consumed. :

Tho Almighty, doubtless the Fili2l Deity, whoso
specially fatoured creature from the beginning wes
man ; tevesls himself to Moses; declaring that he is
it the God of Abreham, Isanc eand Jocod; on hear-
ing which, ¢Mosss hid his face, for ho dorst not
Took at-God.” The Lord then-tells him, that having
scen the afilictions of his peoplo imEgypt ; and heard
theircry ; he intended scnding him to Pharaok, to
bring forth his people the children of Isracl, from
Egypt. Ho gives Moses, who zsks his name, that sub-
blime defiaition of himself; I, 43, wio Xax. Allelso,
that is, was bid by him to be. Honlono cssentially exists;
and is to all that i3, tlu sourca of cxisicoce.

Chepter 4.~~Cn Moses expressing his fear that the
Israclites would not believe his word; tho Deliy said
to him; what is that, thou boldest in thy hand ¢ he
enswerod @ rod. And the Lord said, castit dewa upon

the ground. Hi cast it down, and it was turned into @



