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d without the least sense of respon- |
sibility, yot the evils are too glaring
to be disregarded, and too perilons fo
be neglected. It is with pleasure,
therefore, that we notice that there is
an awakening senhse of the danger of
ranning after false gods, of sdeking
outside display of that ardor which
would be better exercised within the
lodge. American liberty is unlike
our own, in its manifestation atleast.
It came to them ready-made; to us
it has come through centuries of trials
and diffictlties, through civil strug-
gles and bloody wars. The Ameri-
oans are the ohildren of prudent
fathers, and not unlike many prodi-
gals they deal lightly with an inheri-
tance that ocost them so little to ob-
tain, The same spirit that animates
them in their political life has found
a partial existence in Freemasonry.
All the shows are on a huge scale,
and to deprive an American of the
gaudy trappings of civie and national
life would be to arouse his fears of
the loss of liberty. Time alone can
eradicate what after all are exores-
censces. Americans have shown that
they are worthy descendants of a
giant stock, and if they gallop a little
too fast now, they will ultimately set-
tle down into'a quiet stride that be-
tokens endurance as well as progress.

No doubt the peouliarities of char-
acter incidental to the American
peoply have left their mark upon na-
tive Freemasonry. They do not ac-
count for all that is strange to as.
The explanation must be sought in
other directions. The difficalties in
the Craft thet we have escaped have
strengthened their faith, They have
fought for if, are still fighting for it,
and were it not for their dwn follies,
they would have completely trinmphed
Iong 2go. Tothem Masonry is & liv-
ing reality, which embodies the fruits
of their own labors and sufferings.
They cherish it ascordingly, and try
to make out of it something more
then it really is, Their success hag
made thera forget the beauty and

zeality of the substance, and they run

affer false shadowi. They have ‘no
such oontrolling forces as exist im
this country. The principles of their
National constitution arg gpposed to
the spirit of patronage, and while
they have gained in independenca,
they have lost in soberness and stolid-
ity. They aré more earnest than we
are, more zealous in the cultivation
of Magonio lifergture. Their zeal ig
not always tempored with disoretion,
nor does their charity partake of the
same fixed character &8 with the Craft
in England. Their writing abounds
in sentiment, is sometimes marred by
wild speculafions, and tco much aut-
gpokenness. Still, with it all there
ig the true gpirit of inquiry, the strong
desire to know more of the esoteric
meaning of the Order, and that manly
will to defend it against all comers.
If they have faw fixed charitable insti-
tations, there is no lack of charity
among the brethren. They rise t
occasions, and give with a liberality
we do not exceed. Their welecome to
strangers is unbounded, and we be-
lieve we are justified in saying thaf
they give a much wider interpretation
to the word brother than we do im
this country. With all ‘their faults
we oannot help loving them. Their
impulsiveness, their love of show,
their defiance of what we deem eti-
quette, lose much of their significance
when we realize their good qualities.
‘We may truly say of them, ¢ Be to
their faults a little blind, and to their
virtues very kind.” — Freemason’s
Chronicle.
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