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dering of the Ritual and the mauner
of conferring the several Degrees by
the varions Ohapters, anil the npces-
sity for demanding more careful at-
tention to the strict letter of the work
anthorized by the Grand Chaptir is
very pressing, as greater uniformity
is rnuch te be desired.

The Oommittee on the Rittual of the
Mrark, Past and Most Excellent Mas-
ters Degrees, are ready to report, and
i3o seon as their action lias been ap-
proved by Grand Chapter, wve ivili
have a complete authorized IRitual
and ne furtber innovations should be
perînitted. Grand Superintendents
of Districts a.re required te give this
important subjeet their erxnest con,-
sideration, with a view te secure that
nniformity in werk which is se desir-
able. I uuderstandl that some First
Principale o! Chapters allow visiting,
Compaaions, or Members, te take part
in the ceremeonies, whe do net work
according te, the reeognized Bitual.
This should net be permitted, as it is
a elear dereliction of duty on the part
of the presiding officor of a (Jhapter
te, permit any lecture, charge or part
of a ceremony te be given ini his
Chapter which is net in accordance
with that laid dowu by Grand Chain-
ter.

SUSPE'N'SIONýý FOR NON'ý-PAYM'%ENT
OF DUES.

Mfy attention has been forcibly di-
rectedl te the large and increasing
number o! Oornpanions annnally sus-
pendled by Subordinate Chapters for
nou-payment of dues, and the time
bas arrived wheu Grand Chapter, in
the true interests o! Capitular Mason-
ry, should deal with tuis important
and difficuit subjeet, with a view te
prevent the reckless ana indiscrimin-
ate slaughter of every Companien who
cajinot meet the demands ruade upon
1ln. Te those wiho are unable te
pay, it is apparently said-
"Plank down, plank your shekels,

Doýn' eay yen can't afford;
«Yen had better let ether Oredlitore wait,

Than try to cheat the. Lor& Il
"For God loveth a cheerful giver,

No inatter, down with the dust,
Pay freely, 'willinigly, if you choose,

But anyhow, pay you MUet,.Ae

(Jempanions who possess the means
of paying and tril net, deserve but
littie censideratien; but as to, those
who are willing to pay, but for waut
of means cannot, it is the refinement
of cruelty to eut them off from. Ma-
sonie fellowship with their Cempan-
ions, for an effence thef is net a
crime, but a misfortune. If as much
energy were displayed in quietly as-
certaining, the ability of our meinhers
(-o meet the demands made upon thein,
as is sometimes exhibited by Cern-
panions who possess more zeal than
discretion in "4touting", for candidates
to, join. the Chapters, there would be
less suspensions for non-payment of
dues, or indeed for any other cause.

SUS~PENSIONS I3Y A LODGE POES NOv
AFFECT CHLAPTER.

The decision given by some of my
predecessors, "4that suspension by a
Craft Lodge does net affect the stand-
ing of the Companien in the Chap-
ter," has led te consi derable discussion
axnong Royal A.rch Masone. It is
claixned, and apparently with much
reason,l that a metnber under suspen-
sion by a Lodge shauld net be per-
mitted to remnain in good standing in
a Chapter, as it is not consistent with
the honor and dignity of the Royal
Craft that suspended Masons should
be permitted to associate on terms of
equality ini the Ohapter with these
who cannot naeet them in a Lodge.
Nor eau I aveid calling your attention
to the fact that a Companien might
meet with us to-day in Grand Ohap-
ter, who could not have met with us
yetcrday in Grand Lodge, being at
the timeunder suspension by a Lodge.
It eau hardiy be conducive to the
well-being of Capitular Masonr, te
permit such a state of matters te con-
tixne, ana I cannot, believe it te be
right. I invite your'careful considier-
ation of this question, feeling assured
that after yon have done -se, Grýa
Chapter will duelae that stupezision


