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"The total imports froni the United
States and Canada in the United Kingdonî -

duringy the past season, i901-i902, are 781,-
000 barrels, as against 1,300,000 in the pre-
ceding one, and as shewvn below are the
smallest for the last five years. The re-
ceipts frorn Newv York wvere insignificant,
Canada being the chief source of supply. Lt
is to be feared that results cannot have been
satisfactory to shippers, as, consequent on the
scarcitv, a high range of prices ivere paid not
warranted iii the quality of the fruit, which
often landed here in doubtful ýand1 poor condi-
tion, wvhich is s0 often the experieilce in sea-
sons of small crops, and lias againi denmon-
strated that the atmiospheric conditions which
caused the failure, generallv prejudicially af-
fects the condition and keeping, quality of the
fruit, ta which the late shiprnents ibis )-car
have been no exception. California lias
again, tbrougli tbe liigh range of prices,

been able to place greatly increased ship-
ments on to this market, the receipts being

117,843 as against 70,303 boxes in 1901-

1902, xvhich for purposes of sîatistics are
estiniated as at three to a barrel. The
quality wvas not very satisfactory, but buy-
ers liad confidence in thern, as tlîe condition
wvas <generally reliable and also being tlic
the nearest approacli ta tbe Hudson Nev-
town Pippin, wbicb wvere aliiiost ain entire
failure.

«The prospect of a srnall English crop
-ives promise of an early deniand for for-
eigyn imports, and it is to be hioped tbat tbe
reports of good crops iii the U.nited States
and Canada wvill be realized, as there is
every prospect of a large dernanci in ibis
country. This, of course, it iust be re-
peated, is for gaod soid quality and con-
dition, as no amnount of scarcity wvill pro-
duce ighl prices for inferior stock, and it is
no use paying the hieavy freigbî,,Iis and ex-
penses iih ibis expectation.

«Reports fromi the chief Continental
gý-rowi îîg districts are generaly unfavor-
able."

~ROIN ail parts of the Province cornes
1'the same report, viz., that the apples

aire badly spotted andi blemishied, s0 tbat
the yield of No. i apples will be compara-
tively snîall. Our RZibston Pippins, for ex-
ample, looked wvell on the trees, but Mihen
we gathered thern probably not three per
cent. wvere No. i, so nmany were blernisbied
and misshapen ; our Fali Pippinrs, wlhich
looked fine on the trees, %%-len picked showecl
numnerous minute scabs which nmade theni
nearly ail thirdi chass ; KiUngs ind Grav'en-
steins were much better, and grade largely
No. i, but Spys Iook v'erv disappointing,
and more than one-haif wvill be tbird class.
B3esicles this, niany trees are quite barren,
and the orchards will îîat vield sa nmuch
above the average as bias beeîî supposed.
Mr. Race, of iMitchell, etidlently agrees with
us, lie says: "Just mnade a tour of somne of
the best apple orchards iii this district, anci
find the prospects mruch less proinising than,
thev w'ere three weeks ago. he average
vield of fruit fit for export -,'ill be far below
that of 1900. There are very fewv Colverts
fit for shipînenit, tbough1 this 'a riety proni..
ised wvell in the early summier. Sn,%v apples
are gnarled, spotted and useless ; 50 are St.
Lawvrence and ailier faîl varieties. Benî
Davis and RZussett, thougb nu merous, are
very small and irregular in sljape. Duchess
is very fine and wvill grade w'elI iii the pick-
;ng ; 50 also will the Blenlieini and Ribston
Pippins. Baldwins promise fairly wvell, but
are as yet much under size. Spys are light
and only a sm-all proportion of themi wilI
Igrade up No. i. One buyer wvas througli
the section a fewv days ago and expressed
Iimiiself as mucb disappointed. lie said the
quantity of saleable fruit would be consider-
ably belo'v ail average crop, and did îiot
think tbat grade one %vould take many af
the Benî Davis, Spys or Baildwiins."

Mr. A. 1-'. Sherrington, of Walkerton,
says : «Thc prospects in our section zare
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