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stance, ie placed in charge of a school, and wholly in the dark as
te his best mode ofprocedure or lie sacrodness of bis trust, launches
forth with an irrogular and extravagant discipline, a system, in
fact, short of reckless inexpedioncy ; and with an oye for an oye
and a tooth for a tooth, just as bis unreasoning incapacity may dic-
tate, lie will debase his office and himself, aLd corrupt or destroy
all that is beautiful an. nuble in those committed to bis care,'which
not all the wisdon of hie ripcned expt rience miay rectify. It is the
duty, then, of the yuurg tencher, frum the danger in whichl he
stands of abusing.- his trust, to diligently supplement his growing
experience with observation and study of thuse principles, tlu
knowledge of which can alone command sueces. To the consid-
eration of these our subject leads us.

As anarchy and political disruption are the inevitable conse-
quences of despotirm in a state, so a domineering harshness in
that miniiture state, the school, is always fatal to the best interests
of both teacher and taught. It is folly to suppose *hat ch Idren,
any more thanmen, can long be kept down by force. A spirit of
resistance to restraint is a prominent element in a child's nature,
and when he imagines himself the victim of sevarity or intimidation,
his fear gives place to defiance. All r :onate, violent, or vindie-
tive action, then, should be sedulously guardod against. The sting
of injustice bas caused the stab to many a tyrant. Then let the un-
reasonable teacher beware. To thunder out some savage threat;
to brandish the ready hand round the tender cars of the helpless
victim; to set him, gyrating, top-like ; to shake him up or shove
him down ; or to seud him sprawling, like the trembling sailor in
the grasp of the one-eyed Polyphemus, at bis full length on the
mid-flaor, and then to belabor him with the pitiless forule, is the
work of feroeious madness, caused, perbape, as is often the case,
by a mere childish petulance at some pas-ing thoughtle6s iriisde-
meanor, or often by nothing at all bud the -iulence of an unuly
temper. This irrational government is, it is truc, gradually being
driven out of the publie school by the humanizinginfluence of m,>d-
cru philanthropy, and is common only in parental governmient,
which, with the uppermost passion the only law, is like tho mother
of Lord Byron, whom she alternately kept whipping and kissing all
day long. A truth it surely is, that ho who would govern others,
must first learn te control Lis own spirit. A man is unworthy of
the namo, vwho bas not a cool and imperturbable temper, and to
the teacher of youth it is an indispensable quality. Easy excita.
bility and hasty violence are not only fatal to the teacher's influence,
but lead him into constant difficulties, which, with calmness and
tact, he would escape.

Next to control of the feelings, he should have control of the
tongue. As in the world, so in the schools, he is theost respected
who speaks seldom, but discreetly. Those modern edueatrs who
are always preaching to young tenchers about earnestnesé and en-
ergy hefore the class, overstate, I think, its importance. It s not
wise, I arn persuaded, to distract the pupil's attention with a gym-
nastic fussiness, nor to mystify his understanding with a noisy pro-
lixity; yet that is the practical outcome of this advice on many,
until experience moderates their ardor. Learning cannot be got
second-band. It comes only by the student's own labor, and can
net be talked into him by any effortsof his teacher, who is, or should
be, rather a help by the way, or a light to guide him in his
work. If the pupil is to learn a lesson, let him set to work and
study it, and, when that is doue, little will be left for the teacher
but to examine the thoroughness of its preparation ; the scholar will
be an attentive listener to what he telle him only so far as he is
relieved from the difficulties which are suggested by his previous
enquiries. Also, in the general management of the school, a digni-
fied reticence is the very best of policy. Everywhere it is sugges-
tive of authority. It gives the teacher an air of quiet strength and

hidden power which goes far to establieh hie supremacy, sud the
example of quietuess, too, will act on the children in making therm
less talkativo and unruly.

A sudden breach of disciphne or unexpected difficulty will often
arise to embarrasa his ingenuity when a rash or precipitato action
might endanger hie authurity. The power to percelve his wisest
coutrý.i, and witli perfect self-possession to dispose of the trouble, is
a quality to b highly valued. For instance, in the case of insub-
ordination by a senior pupil, a teacher will often sacrifice his in.
fluucc, and even his aituation, by the violent overflow of his
iglhteuus indignation, thereby arousing a sut greater resistance,

and tlion of course the stronagest wins. On the other baud, tohesi.
tate or betray uneasiness is equally dangerous in sucli a case. Te
show a temporizing fear of decided action is to lead the pupil to
believe the teacher afraid of him, and then as a soquenco open
rebellion. Patience, tact, and firmuess of manner will best
cure such, while hardness would only aggravato the distemper.
Children never, like to appear before their playnates as having
been conquered. Often a pupil is found whom punishment does
not humble, Rad lie will laugh at lis triumph over the baffled
teacher, whose influence and temper are thus sorely strained. This
oftei leads to a course of unseemly aud vndictive badgering,
which, if successful, i. at tue cost to tue pupil of a broken spirit and
rising evil passions, and to the teacher of his own best interests
and elf-respect.

Corporal punishment is gradually, I think, becoming obsolete.
Teachera are beginning Io see that it as unpopular with the parents,
and therefore to be avoided by him who aspires to success in bis
pro.ession. They find, too, that while, as an expedient to produce
an imaediate effect, it is the most quack and ready; yet, when
viewed in its continued effects, ita teudency is to brutalize its
victim and te deuase the teacher infhcting it, who is thus turned
into a mere jail-keeper, whose duty it is to publiicly flog the refrac-
tory. But to renounce it altogether is to lose a powerful-incen-
tive to obedience, namoly, fear. It should rtather be kept as a
force in reserve, whicb, like tie puissant Jove, sleeping, can
thunder terror forthwith by its awakened wrath. 1ntiu-la tuent, cor-
porally, is said by some to he occasionally a necessity, and in rare
cases te exorcise a beneficial influence on the culprit and the
general discipline. But if its gencral tendency is demoralizing, its
effects are the same, whether administered often or only seldom;
and if it is dispensed with, except in rare cases, might not the
teacher, with a little extra ingenuity and patience, be able to avoid
it altogether, and thus relegate it to the confines of its own proper
domain-the slave market?

In dealing with younger children, tho natural awe of the
teacher's person is surely enougli to command obedience. If we,
six feet high and wise as Gullivers in the craits of the wily world,
were placed in charge of some swarthy giant, twenty or twenty-
five foot high, would not our obedience be quite a matter of course?
just such a relation does the little scholar bear to the great big
teacher. Hie authority, then, if exercised with any reason, ought
to bea upreme. If theysometimes become restles andmischie7ous,
it is be cause they cannot help it. It is but the protest of nature at
restraint, and the working of that active young life which no
healthy scholar is without. Let the teacher turn ail this to ac-
count by keeping them always busy with something at once amus-
ing and useful. Slates, pictures, drawing carde, blocks, object,
and blackboard, with a little friendly encouragement from the
teacher, will keep-the-little folks occupied all day long.

With the larger pupils, too, it is of the first importance to have
them always busy on some specific work. Idlenues and mischief
always go together ; when they get tired of one subject, a change
cf study or some novel exorcise will arouse their flagging energy.


