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Scotland had to raise for the endowment of a Chair, and recently
he started a scheme to raise an endowment of 100,000, with the
view of rendermyg the college independent and efficient, As a
member of the Sehool Assoc.ation, founded for the purpose of has-
tening the establishiment of a High School i Halifax, and altering
tho constitution of the Board of Comvmussioners of City Schouls -

wlnch latter object fiuled- Rev. Mr Grant took a prominent part
in matters scholastic; and when the Lioeal Government introduced
a Bill to create the University of Halifax, on the model of the
Umversity of London, and to inerease the grants to the denomn-
national colleges, he was onoe of the chiefopponeuts ot the measure,
and headed the anti-denominational college party--uasuccesstuily,
however, for inspite of lus brillinnt and foreible speeches, publie
opinion m the Provinee favoured the Govermment Bill.  On the
University of Halifax being finally estabhished, he was appeinted o
Fellow, but resigned the position shortly afterwards.

As o writer, he is best known by his ** Ocean to Ocean,” an
account of a trip across the Dominion, taken i 1872, in company
with Mr. Sanford Flenmung, Engineer-in-cluef of the Canada Pacific
Rautway. The book has gone through two cditions, and has been
favourably reviewed by the Eunglish and Canadian press.

Oleanings.

AMERICAN PUBLIC EDUCATION.
1t is safe, at least, to wmake the proposition that public sehools
are a curse to all tho youth whom they unfit for theiwr proper place
in the world. It is the favourite theory of teachers that every man
cau make hunself anything that he really chooses to make.  They
resort to this theory to rouse the ambition of their more slugnsh
pupils, and thus get more study ont of them. 1 have known entire
schools instiucted to dim at the highest places in socicty, and the
most exalted ofiices of lite. I have kuown centhusiastic old fools
who made it their prineipal business to go from school to school
and talk such steff to the pupils as would tend to unfit every one
of hunble circmnstunces and sleuder possibilitics for the lite that
lay before him. The fact is persistently ignored in muny of these
schouls, establishied emphatically for the edneation of the people,
that the majority of the places in this world are subordinate and
Jow places.  Ivery boy and gal 1s taught to be “ something™ 1n
the wotld, which would be verv weil if being * something ™ were
being what Gad mtended they should be; but when being “ some-
thing ” invelves the transformation of what God intended should
be a respectable shoemaker into a very indflcrent and a very slow
minister of the Gospel, the haymful and even the ridiculous char-
acter of the instruction becomes apparent.  If we go into a school
exhibition, our ears are deafened by declamutions nddressed to
ambition. The buy < have sought ont from literature every stirring
appeal to effort, and every extravagant promise of reward. The
compositions of the girls are of the same general tone. We hear
of “infinite yeurning” trom the hips of girls who do not kuow
enongh to make a pudding, and of being polished *“after tho sim-
ihtude of a palace ™ from those who do not comprehend the com-
monest duties of life.

Now, I believe that » school, in order to be a good one, should
be one that will fit men and women, in the best way, for the hum-
ble positions that the great mass of them must necessarily occupy
in life. It is not necessary that boys-and girls be taught any less
than they are taught now. They should receive more practical
knowledge than they do now, without a doubt, and less of that
which is simply ornamental ; but they cannot know too much. I
do not caro how much knowledge a man may have acquired in
school, that school has been a curse to him if 1ts influence has been
to make him unhappy in bis place, and to fill him with futile
ambitions.

There must be something radically wrong in our educational
system, wheun youthsare generally unfitted for the station which
they are to occupy, or are forced into professious for which they
have no natural fitness. The truth is, tnat the stuff talked to boys
and girls alike, about ‘““‘aiming high,” and the assurance given
them indiscriminately that they can be anything that they choose
to become, are esseutial nuispnees. Our children all go to public
schools; they are all tanght theso things; they all go out into the
world with high notions, and find it impossible to content them-
selves with their lot. They hoped to realize in life that which had
heen promised them in school; but all their dreams have faded,
and left them disappointed and unhappy. They ervy those whom
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thoy have been tanght to consider above themn, and learn to count
their own lives a failure.  What we greatly need in this country is
the inculeation of suberer views of life.  Boys and girls ure bred to
discoutent.  Bverybody is after o high place, and nearly everybody
fails to get one; and, faling, loses heart, temper, and con-
tent.  The multitude diess beyond ther weans, and live bo-
yond thewr necessities, to keep np a show of being what
they are not. Humble ewpluoywents are held in  coutempt,
and humble powers are everywhere making  high employ-
ment conmemptible.  Our childeen need to be edueated to fill,
m  Christian humility, the subordinate offices of life whiek
they st fill, and taught to respect humble eallings, and to beantify
and glorify them by lives of contented and of glad industry.

When our public schivuls aecomphsh an end so desirable as this,
they will fulfil their inission—and they willnot before. I seriously
doubt whether one school in o hundred, public or private, compre-
hends its duty in this partienlar.  ‘They fail to inculeate the idea
that the majority of the offices of life are Lumble ; that the powers
of the majority of the youth which they contain have relation to
these oflices ; that no man is respectable when he is out of his
place ; and that half of the unbappiness of the world grows out of
the fuct that, from distorted views of life, men are in places where
thiey do not belong. Let us have tlns altogether reformed.—J. G.
Holland,

CRAMMING.

We have studied with much care the proceedings of many of our
schools and colleges, uud think we have fathomed the principle
that underlies their management. The sim of these excellent in-
stitutions unquestionably is to diminish population and kill off or ir-
reparably injure the youth of the day.  Au unprejudiced examina-

methods are pursued, will, we are certain, convinee any candid mind
that tins is the specinl work of many of our seats of Jearning. The
work has been carried on with unremntting z@al, and the reason
that the results have not been more successfu. is that such great
evils us young people canuot be entirely removed at once. Even
the prompt and encrgetic mensures of ’haraoh and Herod in mur-
dering all the children under two years of age only atforded society
a temporary iehef.  Being fully persu:ded that young people have
no businers here, much less any right to determine what shall be-
come of them, we should modestly suggest w system which will,
we trast, prove expeditious, economicul, and  easy of execution;
aund being based upou nearly the sime principles as those in use in
many schools and colleges, canuot fail to be successinl. Our
metlod is beautiful in its simplicity. It is, Uriefly, feed the chil-
dren to death.

It may be said that this is a poor economy, and that, morecver,
the plan has Leen tried and proved a failure. That strawberry
festivals have been aiven under the most favorable circumstances,
aud the population was diminished by one-tenth, is not to be ques-
tioned. ~Yet it is manifestly unjust to expect to accomplish in a
day, or even two or three days, what is now the work of years.
You cannot hope to demolish a naturally strong constitution by one
festival, no mattor how well managed. We maintain that the ex-
periment has not been carried far enough,  As to the expenss, it is
true that even the most moderate-priced food, such as milk for
babes, ig nat as cheap as museh of the instruction given to our chil-
dren 1n the schools; but, on the other hand, if the samo quantity
of food were given to their bodies which is now bestowed upon
their minds, in the samo space of time, the resnlt would be more
speedy. One simple illustration will prove the truth of this state-
ment. A young girl writes home from school that she had been
ill for two weeks, but that by studying night and day she had been
able to catch up with her class. Three days after the school had
cloged the young lady died of brain fever. Now, it is clear to the
most supercifial observer that if the girl had beon constantly fed,
day and night, she could hardly have lived two weoks. Thisseems
to us t» prove conclusively the superiority of our plan to those now
in use.

Woe are ~onvinced that if, book-cramming were abardoned for
food-cramming, shortness of life among tho youth could be secured
with more certainity. If the book-cramming system be, as it un-
doubtedly is, so widely popular, why sbould unot food-cramming
become even more so # Tho arguments for both are almost iden-
tical. Furst, it is necessary to eat. Children should be taught to
eat. Having been taught they should be made to eaf, as some
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tion of their mnethods, nnd the untiring energy with which these
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