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GRECIAN FARMERS,

Professor Felton, of Cambridge, (Mass.) in a lec
ture on “ Lif+ in Greece, ” gives the following in
teresting deseription of rural life among the aucient
Greeke.

The love of tural life was one of the drepest pas-
sions of tbe Greciun heatt, beyoud the realn of na-
Arcadia, real or ideal What lovely touches of
ture sdorn with their exguisite beauty the dialosues
ol Plato and cven the comedies of Aristoplanes,
Through tne whole compass of Greel literature, the
sights and sonuds of the country, the tweet, calm
sunsbine, the fleecy cloud, the song o' the lark and
the nightingale, the rixing sun, the rich meadow, th-
cattle feeding in the pastures, furnished thoughts
which moved harmonious wembers,  When the Pe-
Joponnesiun war vsened, the plains of Attics were
coverrd with reridences, elegantly furnished, which
the inhabitan{s with regret and tears Jooked back
apon from the walls of the city, while the Spartau
armvs were Jaying all waste with fire and sword.
The country was tastefully decorated with tittle tem-
ples or chapels, consecrated to the uymphs aud rural
deities ; and the lands were made holy ground, be-
cause in them were busied the ancestors of the fam,
1les residing in the mansions. ,

The Greek gardens were laid oat with lawas
groves, thickets and avenues ; while fonntains fed
meanderiog rivulets. B2ds of asphedel, hyacinth
and violets, rosts, myrtles and pomegranstes, diver-
pifd the scene, or wafted perfume to the senses
Hore Atbeniaun taste and luxury displayed itself,
The Greek asa farmer or city gentleman. is nor

the Grerk of classical assoc ations ; aud yet, per-
haps, just in these relations, he was 1nost inteusily
«Greck,

Homer gives a lively sketch of the primitive coun-

ry life. llesiod wasa Beestian farmer, and gives
-precepts which seem to have been drawn from bis
experience, conceruiog Jucky awvd unlucky days.
weather ,&*. Theeariy Greek philosophers eareful-
ly ubeerved the pheromena of the beavens, and were
ghilled in the arés of the season. The habuts of ani-

.mals, the properties of soilsand their adaptation 1o
different kiuds of - .ops, were matters of which they
knew. Wagons, ¢ rts. plowsand harrows were manu-
factored on the farm or in its vicinity, and the wood
used was chosen witn care. Cora was ground in a
wortar with a pestle, and in later timesin a mill
The list of other implements, such as scythes, saws,
spades use of guano, sea-weed, and commoner sub-
-gtances, was perfectly urderstood. Laud was allow-
ed to recover its strength by lying fallow. Scure.
erows were et up in the fields to scare away biids:
though a “spell” was also used, viz :—baving caught
& toad they carried him around the field by night
alive, and then put him in a jar, sealed him up, and
-buried him ia the middle of the ground wheun, this
representative enemy was buricd, the seed was
gupposed to be safe from enemies. The value of hay
was well uanderstood. Tie time for mowing wus
carfully determived, and the hayricksmade with due
precautioas against both damp aud epontaneous
cowbustion. When the time of harvest came, the
“laborers of Athens ranged themselves rouud the
.agora aud wailed to be employed by the furmers.

The grain was separated frowmn thestraw by horses
oxen zud mules. in a circular thresbing floor, usually
placed on an eminence in the open field. A pole
wag ret up in the centre, and the cattle fustened to
it by a roap reaching to the circumference. 1ley

moved rund it until they were brought up at the
centre by the windingup of the rope. und were then
turaed into the opposite direction ti'l it was un.
wound.  Fometimesnrude threshing nachine, tooth-
ed with stones or iron, ora flail, was employed,
In Hum r's time a winnowing machine was used ulso,
When the harvest was completed, the event was
crlebrated by a festival in bovor of Demeter and
Dionysius, ab which cakes aud fruit alone were offer-
ed.

The culture of the vine wasa subject of impor-
tance. and the svlection of u spot lor a vineyard,
the direction of its esposure. the effects of climite
and particular winds, were sedulously cousidered.
Hedging, weedmg, rettivg out slips the treatment.
of the viue were all described by writers b fore the
time of Virgil. The app-urance of a. vineyard-
composed of tree climbing ~ines, i8 beautitully deo
seribed by Mr. St Johu, the trees bring ash, popular,
maple or elm, and plauted one row above another
ou a declivity, with the lower branches cut oft 5 the
vine climbed  thirty to sixty feet, ueccording to the
depth of the soil, and running out on the high
branches arched from tree to tree, or on bridges of
reeds.

A serics of lofty arches wag thus created. beneath
which th- breezes could frecly play. abuudauvt cur-
r~nts of pure air being regarded as no le-s essential
than constsnt sunshine to the perfect matuting of
the grape. The fruit wus K pt resk. or wade into
raising. It would be endless to attempt u descrip-
tion of all the fruits and the methed-+ of 1uiging them,
Gider and perry were made from apples and pearvs,
The olive was perhaps most extensively raised, as
itg oil was used tor lights and us the basis of cook-
ery.

The farm yards had their noisy tenants. Geese
and ducks often waddled into tue kitehen, in one
corner of which might be beard the comforting
sounds of the occupant of the pig-stye. The art of
enlarging the gouse’s liver for cpicures was well
kuown tu Greek aud Bzyptians, O :serys, furaished
with roots, were attached to the kitchen #0 as to re-
ceived its smoke, which was suppusd to be agree-
able to barndoor fowls. Pigeons, peacr.chks, pbeas-
ants, guwea-bers, &2, were to be found at the es-
tabli-lineut of wealthier furmers. The laboring
animals were much the same as now, exe-pt that the
horse was comparatively more uncommon in the
working of the tarm, being reserved for the chase,
war, &e.  The arrangem-nts of a Greek dairy were
much like ours, and though butter waslittle used in
the class-cal ages, yet cheese was unive-ss Jy eaten.
geperal y whi e fresh and soft.  Milk wa<sold iu the
Grecian markets by women, and it frequently reache
ed the customer in milk and water. A method used
for detecting the cheat, was to drop a little on the
thumb-nail ; if the milk was pure it would remain
in its place,—if not it would How away.

Maxiys rorR YoutNe Mex—Never be idle ; if your
bauds cannot be usefully ewployed, aite -did to cul-
tivating your mind. Drink vo iutuxicativg liquors
Always speak the truth, Xeep go.d compa, y. Make
few prowises. Live up toyourengagewcuts. XKeep
your own & crets.  When you speak to a person look
him in the fuce. If any une speaks evil of you, let
your iife be so virtuous and upright that none will
believe bim. You had better be poisoned in-your
own blood than your principles. When you retire,
think what you bave doue during the day. Your
charactcr cannot be injured except by your own acts
Keep yourself innocent, if you would be huppy.



