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GRECIAN FARMERS.

ProfeqsorFelton, of Cambridge, (Mass.) in a lec.
ture on " Lif" in Greece, " gives the following in
teresting description of rural life among the atcient
Greek•.

The love of rural lire was one of the deepest pas-
sions of the Grecianî heat t, beyond the re in of na-
Arcadia, real oir ideail Wlîat lovely touches of
ture >dorn whih their exqiiite beauty the dialo,:ues
o Plato anîd even the comedirs tf Aristuphianes.
Through tie whole compass of Greek literature, the
siglts and si'nîUdA of the country, the sweet, calm
Funshine. the flttcy cloud, the song o' the lark and
the nightingale, the ri>inig sun, the r ich ieadow, th-.
catile teedinig in the pastures, furnished tboughts
which noved harnonious mtuubers. When the le.
loponn"siani war opened. the plains of Attica were
cover, d wi-i residences, elegantly furnihlied, which
the inhabitants witlh regret and tears looked back
ipon from the walls ot the city, while the Spartati
armi s were layiig all waste witl tire and swori.
The country was tatefiully decorated with little tem-
pies or chapel'. consecrated to the nymplis and rural
deities; and the lands were madle holy grouind, be-
casep in tlem were buiitd the ancestors of the fam-
I:es residing in the mansions.

The Greek gardens were laid ont with lawns
groves, thick.'ts and avenués ; wbile fouinitains fed
meanderinge rivulefs. B-eds of asphodel, :yncinth
and violets, roses, myrt.les and pomegranstes, diver-
ti'i1 the scen9, or wafted perfunie to the songes
Bore Atheniau tate and luxury dikplayed itself,
The Greek as a farmer or city gentleman. is n1o'
.the Grerk of classical assoec ations ; and yet, per-

ap., jtst in these relations, he was most intenst.ly
'Greek.

Honer gives a lively sketch of the primitive coun-
ry lite. Ilesiod ivas a Bl3>tian farner, and gives

-precepts which seem to have been drawn tromn bis
experience. concerninc lucky and unlucky days.
weather ,&•. The ear;y Greek philosophers caref ul-
ly observed the pheroniona of the heavenu, and were
iffilled in the arts of the season. The habits of ani-
mals, the properties of soilsand their adaptation to
different kiuds of .ops, were matters of which they
knew. Wagons, c irts. plows and harrows were minu-
factured on the farm or la its vicinity, and the wood
used was chosen witn care. Corn vas ground in a
imortar with a pestle, and in later times in a mill.
The list of other implements, such as scythes, saws,
spades use of guano, sea-weed, and commoner sub-
-stances, was perfectly uaderstood. Land was allow-
ed to recover ils strength by lying fallow. Scare.
crows were set up in the fields to scare away bli ds:
thouglI a "spel' vas also used, viz :-having caught
a toad they carried hima around the field by niglit
alive, and then put him in a j-ir, sealed him up, and

-buried him in the middle of the ground wheu, this
representative enemy was buritd, the seed was
supposed to be safe from enemits. The value of bay
was well understood. The time for mowing was
carfully determiued, and the hayricksmade with due
precautions against both damp and spoutaneous
combustion. When the time of harvest came, the
'laborers of Athens ranged themselves round the
agora and waited to be employed by the farmers.

The grain was separated froi the straw by horses
oxen and mules. in a circular thresbing floor, usually
placed on an eminence in the open field. A pole
was .et up in the centre, and the cattle fastened to
it by a roap reaching to the circumference. 'J Ley

noved r mid it n'til lby wtre brtughI!lt up at the
centre by the windingunp of the rope. ansd were then
tisrnied into h opposite direction tI it was un.
wumsil. Somuetines aude threshing 'ss'îc'îine, tooth.
ed with stoies or iron, or a fiail, was emiloyed.
In Hom, r's time a winnowing naelije was used also.
When the hivezst w'as comipleted, the evenst was
e"l,lbt' tt by a ftstivazl in honor oif Demeter and
Dionysins, ~a which cakes and ituit alone were offer.
ed.

The culture of the vine was a sulject of impor-
tance. and the selection of a spot for a vineyard,
the direction of its e.sposure. Vit eff'c's of climite
aind pirticular winds, were seduilouîsly considered.
Hedgiing, weedng, seFttinig out slips the treatment.
tif the vin- were ùll de-cribed by writers b, fore the
tine of Virgil. The app-arance ut a, viiieyard-
compostd of tree climbing vinen. is beautifully deo
serihed by Mr. St Johu, the trt es being ael, popular,
mapfle or eli, and pl4uted one iow above aniother
on a declivmiy, with the Iow er branehes cut oiù ; the
vine climibed thirty to szixty feet, according to the
dopth of the soil, and running ont on the high
branebus arched from tree tu trte, or oi bridges of
reeds.

A series of lofly arches was thus crea ted. beneath
which th.- breezes couuld freîly play. abuinhdaut cur-
r'nt.s of pure air being regarded as no le-s essential
than coiitant suishine tu the perfect maturing of
the grapp. The fruit vas k pt re.l. or iiicie into
reisins. It would be endless to attempt a descrip-
lion of all th,- fruits and the method'. of aising them.
Cider and prerry were made froum apples ai.d pears.
The olive was perhaps mnost exiensivn ly raised, as
ils oil was used for lghts and as the basis of cook-
ery.

The farmyards had their noizy tenants. Geese
and ducks offen waddled inio tle kitchen, in one
corner of which miniight be heard the comnforting
sounds of the occupant of the pig-tye. The art of
enlarging the gousu's liver for epicures was vell
kiown to Greek and Egyçutiars. HI:.rys, furnished
with rouots, were attachtd tu the kitcheu so as to re-
ceived its smoke, which va,; ruppou d t-> be agree-
able to barndoor fowls. Pigeotit;, peac'cks, pheas-
ants,. guuta-beis, &c., were to be found at the es-
tabli.-hnnt of wealthier farmiers. The laboring
animals were much the same as now. exc -pt that the
horse was comparatively more uncommiion in the
wýorkiigof the tain, betig reserved for the chase,
war, &c. The arrauieng-nts of a Greek dairy were
much like ours, and though butter was little used in
the classcal iges. yet cheese was unive-s-s ly eaten.
general y whi e f reah and soft. Milk wa- sold in the
Grecian markets by women, and it frequently reach-
cd the customer in milk and water. A method used
for detecting the che at, was to drop a little on the
thumb-nail ; if the milk was pure it would remain
lu its place,-if not it would flow away.

MAxims FoR YouNo MEN-Never be idle ; if your
bauds cannot be usefully ewployed, arme dtd to cul-
tivating our mind. Drink no itoxicating liquors.
Always speak the truth. Keep goud compa, y. Make
few promises. Live up toyour engagements. Keep
your ovn s. crets. When you speak to a person look
him in the face. If any une speak, 3evil of you, let
your life be so virtuous and upright that none will
belleve bim. You had better be p.isoned in -your
own blooild than your principles. When you retire,
think what you have doue during the day. Your
characttr cannot be injured except by 3 our own acta
Keep yourself innocent, if you would be hoppy.


