
Preface to First Edition.

T HE reprçoach lias frequcntly beeri cast upon us that Canada lias tie historv;
it inight be said of us wvith far more justice that we do not know our owýn
bis tory. The various histr>rical societics are, hy their efforts, trying to wipe

away this reproach, and we Ïeel proud oi îollowiugr in the wake of the Lundy's
Lane Historical Society in publishing a paper writen by Capt Cruikshank, who
bas so weil earncd the-title of the Histerian of the Niagara Peninsula.

0f the towns of Ontario flot one, we are sure, possef:ses a history so0 eventful,
so ancient, se interesting as Niagara, having been at different times a legisiative,
an educationai, a rilit-ary and a cornrni-rcial, centre, at one time occupied by the
enemny and again a heap) of sujoking ruins, now a quiet sunxîner resort wvith niany
pcints of historical initcrest, Nvitlî wide streets shaded by oic] cins axnd having
unrivalled lake and river scenery. The inembers of the your..st of these histori-
cal societies feel that they rmay congratulate theinselves on being able to, place in
the hands of the public the story .viih so far has flot been toil of the Taking cf
Fort George, told, too, ini a style se cear, se dispassionate, and shewving such deep
rese=rh, a storjy cf troublous tirnes, whîch, se told, cannot but be helpfu1 to old
and voung cf every nationalitv.

Asking for our first venture a kiud receptien, we send it eut te the public.
hoping that it rnay do its part in proving that we have a flot ignoble bis t<>r
'which should inspire us te yet nobler deeds.
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Preface to Second Edition.

T HF, Battie of Fort George, the first publication of the Niagara Historical
Society, was se, well received that the editicin has becn exhausted for soxne
time, and the society now reprints it as number txwclve %vith r.iany additions

and corrections by its distiriguisted autho>r. Lt.-Col. Cruikshank, V. D., who in
bis Documentary History of the War of 1812 and bis other historical work lias
done se mucli valuable work for bis country, weric dloue without anjy pecuniary
compensation, but frorn lovc of the wvork, wvhich incentive perhaps always pro-
duces the best results.

For the engraving, The Tak'ing of Fort George, we are indebted te the kind-
ness a-ad courtesy of the Hon. P. À. Porter, Niagara Falis, N. Y. It is froin the
Porifolio, published in Philadeiphia, 1817, and is particulariv interesting te us as

gigthe appearance cf the churches St. Marks and St. A ntr.--ws before the town
wasburnt down, as aise the liglithouse, situated exactly on the spot now
occupied by the tewer cf Fort Mississagua. C


