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CHAPTER I

\VHEN TLIE COUNTY \VAS A WILDERNESS

We liavc no rcason ta believe thiat aur cotinty wvas at any tinie tlle
l)ermlallent honte of tlle red tuait, thougi fron tlle relies tlat lhave becal
fotind we kniowv duat lie frequcîxtly roane1 over it iii bis lutingi expedi-
tions and tcîiporarily camlped wvithin its linîjîts. \Vc have îlot becin able
ta find traces of extensive buirial pilaces or fortifications sticl as ]lave
been discovcrcd ini other lacalities, wvhcrc tlle Indians %vere lciiovii ta
hiave resided in largye nunibers for years at a tinte. Vie Ihistory of Len-
niox and Addington is thuts a blatik unitil the advent of thce white mcen,
and dIe first Eurapeani ta set foot ixpoil aur soul was lione other thmi
Chanmplain iniiseif. In Ille atituîuni of 1615 lie camie clowi tlle Trent
Riv'er witb biis 1-luroni allies, followed Ille Bay of Quinte ta its, iii',ilh.
crosscd the hcead of Lake Ontario. and entered the Mfolîawk, Valley ta
inalze w~ar upoi hIe Iroquois. Returingii froîin this innsucccssful venture.
thev' xintcred soilicwvbere iii tlîis district, spcncling several wceks iii a
grand dIer hiutt.

'lle ex'act route followed by Ille explorers after re-crossing tllc lake
has, becx tlle subject of nxuichi cantroversy. \'Jc lave a<lvocates ready
ta tipliold tlle dlaims of Cataraqui River as bcing Ille streail whichi
Iliey ascended, while othiers just as zeilotuslv award tlle distinction
ta Hay Bay, Napance River. and Salmon River. Chamnplain lias told tlle
,tory hîmiiself, and 1 calmoe dIo bctcr tlîan -ive Ilis omnl vords as tralîx-
laîed b)' .Aunîle 'Nettieton I3oxxrne. H-avinig coichudcd tlle decscription of
their retreat fronii dIe country of thle Iraquois lie conitinuies: *After-
hiaving crossed tlle cl of Ille Lalze (Ontario) froîxi hIe Island tiefore
nîentioned wve 'vent up a river abouît twelve Ica-ties, then thev carried
tihcir camecs by' land bial! a Icague, at Ille enîd of whicli Nve entercd a lake
saie ten or twclve Icagues iii circunîlferenice wlicre there wvas a great
qualitity of ganie. sucbi as swanis, wvhite cranes. btistards, wild gcesce.
clucks, teal, tlîrxîsbcs, larks. snipe, geese. and sevmai atiier kiîîd. of hirds
too imierous ta mention, of wbichi I killed a great litunîber. wvbicli stood
us ini goocl steaci while wc waite1 for saine deeèr to be cauight.

,.Front tlicre we went to, a certain place ten leagues off, wliere aur
savagcs thouglit there werc a great: mlany of t1iemi. Twctity-five savages
got together anîd set about building two or thrc cabins of lags of %wood,
laid onîe upoxi anaîhler and Ille stoppcd up tlle chlilns %vith llomss ta, pre-


