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but he now avowed that he could not accompany
us, as the taboo appcrtammg to the feftival of the
new year demanded his continuance for-a certain
period, within the limits of the diftri& in which
thefe ceremonies-had commenced. ‘The time of
interdi®ion was not- yet’ expxred and it was not
poflible he could abfent himfelf without the par-
ticular fan&ion- of the pne{’cs To-obtain this
indulgence, he confidered his- prefence to be in-
difpenfibly neceflary on thore at the morai.  Aware
. of the fuperior influence: poﬁeﬁ'ed by the prieft-
hood, and of the ﬂ:n& adherence - of all ranks to
their fuperfhtwns, 1 fufpc&ed that if Tamaah-
maak went on -fhore- they would not allow him
to return ; for this reaiqn | recommended ‘that
one of the chiefs-in his ﬁnte thould repan‘ thither,

and -make known the. king's pleafure.. But as_

this propofal did not feem to meet his.ideas, or
to be confonant to his withes, I refolved not to
detain him contrary to his own free will and in-
clination, or by any other means than thofe of

perfuafion. Yet as I confidered his attendance

to be an -objeé of too much importance “to be

readily relinquifhed, - I had- recourfe to a. fort of
 artifice, that I had reafon to b'elieve‘would an-
fwer mj purpofe by its ‘operation on- his' feel-

ings. I defifted from all 1mportumt1cs, ‘arid attri-
buted his dcchmng my invitation to a coolnefs
and a-relaxation in the fnendihlp he had for-

merly
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