
EDITOR'S PREFACE.

keep my brother's conscience? I have left the risqué pas-
sages much as they stand in copy, only Bowdlerizing some
expressions that were doubtless current in the blunt speech
of the trading-post, but would hardly bear print now. The
book is not virginibuspuerisque, and I suppose few such, if
any, will ever read it. Aside from any question of chaste
taste, which after all belongs in the background of histori-
cal relations like the present, and need agitate no one
unduly, I am persuaded that Henry's disillusionment, his
practical pessimism, his entire lack of imagination, and his
insistence upon bare fact through sheer infertility of inven-
tion, have conspired to a singularly veracious contribution
to ethnology in all that he has to say of his Indians. They
are the genuine aboriginal articles, not the dock heroes of
Leatherstocking romance. Henry's is an absolutely unvar-
nished tale, in which no question of a fig-leaf is raised, for
the reason that his Indians wear their breech-clouts or leave
them off according to their own convenience, without
regard to our own ideas of propriety. I could add nothing
to such a picture as this, and would not if I could ; should
anyone desire a revelation of almost inconceivable and
quite unspeakable nastiness, let him read, for example, the
transparent pages of Samuel Hearne, and see how com-
pletely they corroborate Henry, as far as the latter goes-
for he leaves unsaid much more than Hean. does; but
with the impersonal and purely ethnic aspects of this case
I have dealt from the standpoint of to-day, in giving the
accepted classification and nomenclature of all the Indian
tribes and linguistic families of which our author treats.

Henry was familiar, of course, with all the animals whose
furs or pelts had any commercial value, or whose flesh was
staple of food; but he was no naturalist, and there is little
natural history in his book, aside from his extremely inter-
esting accounts of the buffalo and other large game. In
zoôlogy and botany, therefore, there was little for me to do;
but I have identified and supplied the technical names of
nearly all the animals and plants mentioned in his narrative.
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