14 CHAMPLAIN’S EXPEDITION

strugtion of his language. He says, “ We made about

fourteen leagues in crossing the lake in a southerly direc-

= tion. The Indians concealed all their canoes in the woods

j near the shoge. We traveled by land some four leagues
over a sandy® beach.” A little further on he continues:
“All the canoes being concealed, we proceeded by land
about twenty-five or thirty leagues during four days.” He
thus includes the * four leagnes” in the four days’ travel
of “twenty-five or thirty leagues.”
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The above construction is justified by the further state-
ment, that the same distance of “ twenty-five or thirty
: leagues” was traveled by the expedition on its return -
= from the fort to the canoes, referring to the whole dis-
v tance. “ The retreat,” he says, “ was very tedious, being
{ - from twenty-five to thirty leagues, and greatly fatigued
; the wounded and those who bore them, although they
relieved each other from time to time.” Yet this retreat -
must have been accomplished in two days, half the time it—
took to reach the fort from the landing, for he states they
; were encamped before the fort until the 16th of October,
and reached their canoes on the 18th.! Charlevoix says
they did not stop during their retreat— a physical im-
possibility, certainly, if they had started from a point as
far west as Canandaigua Lake. This assertion of Charle-

voix does not appear to be warranted by the narrative of
Champlain.
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! Laverdiére’s Champlain, p, 526.
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* Charlevoix’s N. France, Vol. L, p. 241. Edition of 1744,
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