258 VELLENAUX.

Lieutenant of the County, met the happy couple as they
stepped from the platform into their open barouche, with
its four prancing and gaily decorated horses, which was in
waiting at the Switchem station. After several addresses
had been rcad and replied to, the cortcge passed slowly
on towards Vellenaux, the cavalry filing in rear and the
gay holiday seekers following as best they could. On
arriving at the principal entrance the party alighted, the
host and hostess, and their invited guests proceeded to the
grand hall, where a magnificent collation awaited them. The
remainder spread themseclves over the grouands and Park,
where, beucath the outspreading branches of the fine old
trees, were placed benches, beside tables grouning under
the weight of enormous sirloins, rounds of beef, and pies
of mighty dimensions, with sweet home-made bread, and
other cdibles of various descriptions.  Tents were pitched
here and there, where also could be obtained, all free, -
gratis and for nothing, fine old October ale, rich sparkling
cider, clotted cream, curds and whey, tea and coffee, and
confectionery in great abundance. Feasting and merri-
~ment being the order of the day.

Games of various kinds were entered into with such
alarcity and good will, proving how thoroughly they were
enjoyed by both participants and lookers on. Cricket,
pitching the quoit, and foot ball was going on in one part
of the grounds, single stick; aitd quarter staff playing, and
wrestling matches between the men of <“Merrie Sherwood,”
Nottingham, and thc yeomen of Devon in another.

There were also foot races and a variety of other amuse-
ments taking place in the home park, while the votaries of
Terpsichore tripped it gaily on the green, velvety sward
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