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NEED SEWERS MORE THAN NEW CITY HALL
BRIBERY 

SEEN IN 
BRITISH 

VOTING
Liberals Allege Money Flowing 

Into Labor Coffers In Tri
angular Contests.

CAMPAIGN IS ROWDIEST
SINCE FIGHT OF 1910

Government Gaining Strength 
Through Baldwin's Stand On 

Reparations.

BY HARRY N. MOORE.
Special Cable to London Free Press.

LONDON, Dec. 1,—The present elec
tion campaign is becoming the rowdiest 
and the bitterect since the famous fight 
of 1910.

From many constituencies where 
Labor is the strongest party come re
ports of Conservative and Liberal meet
ings broken up, while in other places 
where Labor is weak the candidates of 
that party complain that strong-arm 
objectors imported into the constituency 
and of communistic and extreme views 
are endeavoring to intimidate th 
voters.

The Liberals allege that money is 
flow nig into the Labor coffers in fhos. 
riiiii gs where the free trade vote is 
split, with the result that the Conserva
tive candidate seems to have a i mi >. 
of winning by splitting the vote.

Lab >r to-day admits receiving two 
mysterious donations in Hendon and 
also in North London. The Labor van 
didate at the former place admits tha’ 
a stranger handed him a sum of £3He 

tv days ago, but he declares th . 
he i.< keeping this sum lnta-j* U"t • 
after the election, when he will hand I 
ii over to certain chariites.
BALDWIN GAINS STRENGTH.

.Meanwhile tie Government is daii; ! 
gaining strength, helped largely by tin 
latest developments in European policy 
which show that the firm stand taker 
by Baldwin is at last getting results.

The appointment of two commission; 
of reparations on which the United 
Spates is to be represented which Kin- 
received the support of France is hailed 
with the greatest delight, although cer
tain Conservative papers are somewhat 
skepticai about the meetings and doub 
whether France will not interpose some 
insuperable difficulties to their Aseemh:. 
before the hour set for assembly.

This situation illustrates the attitude 
of the Conservative die-hards towards 
Premier Baldwin.
DIE-HARDS FORCED HAND.

The prime minister, it Is generally 
admitted, was forced to accept protec
tion at the urging of these die-hard- 
but he all along realized the necessity 
->f rehabilitating Europe through aliov 
ing Germany to recover.

The die-hards, on the other hand, 
maintained that the irreconcilable atti
tude of M. Poincare exhibited thus far 
has proved its efficacy and they are 
now endeavoring to minimize the im
portance of events in foreign affairs 
developments during the last two 
weeks.

Baldwin is no doubt gaining in general 
popularity, -but whether this increase of 
favor will be translated into more votes 
on election day is another question. 
Another curious development of the last 
week is the curious attitude of the press 
towards the election and the candidates.

It is certain that owing to recent 
amalgamations in London newspapers 
more space is being devoted to the 
election in endeavoring to justify their 
own particular policies rather than the 
support of any particular party. 
NEWSPAPERS LEAD ATTACKS.

Columns are now devoted to the task 
of villifying one. another and of trying 
to justify their own course of action. 
The Westminster Gazette, The Morning 
Post and The Daily Express devote a 
large amount of space every day to the 
explanation of their positions.

Summing up the situation since 
nominations it seems certain now that 

(Continued on Page Sixteen.)

E. L. Peirce
mm FIGURES 

SHOW TAX 
RATE WAS
40 MILLS

Future Men and Women of London

Jumped Off Ridout Street Bridge 
and Drowned Before Rescue 

Arrived.

RING INDICATES THAT
VICTIM WAS MARRIED

Thirty-Four Mill Rate Merely Well Dressed, Apparent Age 28,
Covered General Taxes and 

Not Local Improvements.

MAYOR DECEIVES PUBLIC 
TO ADD TO CITY’S BURDEN

Had Brown Hair and Wore 
Brown Shoes.

| Appointed London representative of

I
 the Commercial Travelers’ Association _ 
of Canada. Mr. Pierce is district man- j Property 
ager of Ash-Temple Company.

MYSTERY 
BULLET 

IS STILL

Owners Know That 
Amount Collected On Assess

ment Is Too High.

Sifting Plaster Fragments Fails 
To Disclose Constable Harpur’s 

Shot.

VICTIM’S HOST HAS
PLAUSIBLE THEORY

What .i-camt' of th- .38 caliber bullet 
fired by Police Constable Walter Harpur 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Cook, 318 York street, a week ago. 
when Clarence Topping embarked on a 
shooting rampage because his affec
tions had been jilted by Geraldine Dur- 
don? This is a question that has been 
puzzling police ever since the shooting 
if Miss Durston and her chum, Miss 
, iola McNaughton, who is still in Vic
toria Hospital suffering from tl# effects 
it wounds in her chest and back. More 
especially is it puzzling to Constable 
Harpur and to George Cook, occupant 
of the house.

Every effort has been made to find 
it Holes in two walls of the bedroom 
.11 which the shooting took place have 
ieen thoroughly examined, police even 
oing so far as to take down the plas- 
er on the east wall, which the bullet 

apparently penetrated. The air space 
t tween the -.' nils was searched and 
■aids removed from the floor. Through 

this apei i u, - police officer crawled
in under the house, but no trace of the 
missing missile could be discovered.
NO TRACE OF BULLET.

Mr. Cook has augmented these efforts 
by sifting the fragments of plaster re
moved from the wall. The bed clothes 
have been shaken and every nook and 
cranny searched without result, and 
now the master of the house where the 
Misses Durston and McNaughton board
ed advances a new theory.

He believes that after the bullet had 
ricocheted and penetrated the east wail 
on its backward journey, leaving a hole 
which Indicates that it went right 
through, its spinning motion caused it 
to fly backwards out of 
had made and faV on the bed. 
when the wounded young women were 
wrapped in blankets and removed to 
Victoria Hospital, he believes that the 
bullet may have been in blankets in 
which they were wrapped and that it 
fell out on the way to the hospital 

Whether this theory is correct or not 
may never be known, hut Mr. book 
believes that it Is and his assertions 
are borne out in the fact that despite 
an untiring search the bullet has not 
been found.

Mayor Wenige has taken particular 
pains at every meeting where he spoke 
on the city hall question to tell the 

j audience that he was giving the straight 
: facts, and that he had no reason to 
j camouflage in any way. He mentioned 
j several times that a 40-mil! tax rate 

had been predicted, and he insisted that 
such predictions were far from being 
true. He has emphatically declared 
that the tax rate this year ha* been 
34.7 mills. But he did not explain that 
WPS only a half truth, for it is a fact 
that thé actual average tax rate paid 
by the citizens of London this year 
was 41.13 mills, and not 34.7 mills. 
These are truths which the mayor could 
have, and it is safe to assume lie doc. 
know them, but for bis own reasons 
lie did not choose to give them out to 
the public at the meetings. Instead -> 
that he fed the audiences only that 
portion of the facts which he believed 
would be good for them at this ti m 
And he dished up the few facts he di- 
give in such a way that, be believe 
would b advantageous in his camp u 
for a new city h; 11.
HOW ABOUT THIS?

When his worsnlp was it- cue I 
-tepayers. whose money i*iust foot th, 

bills for the new city hall, that th
tax rate this year has been only 3 1
mills, he refrained from explaining th. 
rate covered merely the general tax. 1 
addition to those there are local im
provement taxes that must be paid, an
that add to the burdens of the ta:
payers. Taking the general and loc; 
improvement taxes, and these are al 
ways added together on the yearly I 
rolls, the average rate for the current 
year figures out at 41.13 mills. In t" 
face of this can his worship truthfully 
say that the 40-mill prediction v> .... 
far from the truth as he tried to maki 
the people believe? He did persistentlj 
protest that be had no reason foi 
camouflaging. Will he say now why in 
did not give the entire facts to t'm 
public? If he did not know them li 
should have known them. '

Perhapÿ his worship may say that 
it is the custom to speak of the general 
taxes only when referring to the ta 
rate. That may e all right 
attention is called to the fact that 
in addition to the general taxes, ther 
are local improvement taxes as well 
The ratepayer who paid 41.13 mills or 
his assessment this year cannot believe 
the rate was only 34.7 mills. And there 

(Continued on Page Sixteen.)

The pupils of Grade \ 11A of -Si. George ? 
11. R. Hooper are shown in the photo. Those are

An unknown, young, married woman. : 
well dressed, hurled herself from the 
Ridout street bridge at 10.15 o'clock . 
this morning and found a tragic do;-.11 ' 
in the cold, murky waters of the Kivei ,
Thames. The body was recovered a'
11.15 o'clock in the vicinity of the ■
Wharncllffn road bridge, but. despite 
the strenuous efforts at artificial respir
ation. the body displayed no signs of 

life.
After a search extending for almost i 

an hour the body was sighted floating | 

face downward by Firemen Hunter and 
Barnes, who summoned Clarence Fort
ner, 62 Cavendish street, Who responded 
with a row- boat and the body was 
pulled from the river a few minutes 
later. First aid methods were imme
diately applied by the firemen, assisted 
by Thomas Everett, 274 Thames street.
WORE GOOD CLOTHES.

The woman appeared to be about 28 
or 30 years old, but this could not In 
ascertained with any degree of certainty 

e cause of the bruises on the face 
cz used by hanging against the bank.
She appeared to be about five feet itt 
height and had liait- of light brown.

At the time she made her dash to
ieath she wore a black plush coat, j --------------——

immed with fur. When taken from -j- . c V mJ \;• v-
the water she was lu ti-ss. and wo,-,. : 1 wenty-t ive-Year-Uld Victim
a blue serge dress, heather stockings Yÿa$ Working With HlS Father 
nid a pair of brown oxfords. Her wais* y

■ oi expensive silk trimmed with At the lHPC.
. . i-colored beads. ___________
Despite the fact that the body had „.AV ' . ,, , .
-n in the water an hour before being j HAMU. i ON Dec. 1 _Frank be.xho.d. 

liseovered th- firemen, assist m by Chicago, f.-tl 16» feet from the top of a 
spectators, who gathered quickly, strove i chimney bting -reeled by the eemet-

Solway Company tor the I ivted Gas

MILLION 
DOLLARS 
OF SEWERS
Pouring of Raw Sewage Into the 

River May Be Stopped By 
Health Board Any Time.

DISPOSAL PLANT NOT
OPERATED FOR YEARS

Public School who are under the direction of 
a bright-looking lot, are they not ?

Two Mills of Tax Rate Necessary 
To Do This Most Important 

Work.

™\

FALLS TD DEATH 
FROM SCAFFOLD

Frank Seybold, of Chicago, 
Falally Injured When Part of 

Structure Breaks.

FELL 165 FEET FROM
CHIMNEY AT HAMILTON

Why the Electors Should Vote 
Against the City Hall By-Law

the hole it 
Later.

VICTORY PERCHES ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE UNIVERSITY 

RUGBY DANCE CONTROVERSY
r\ La m j !» _i A— ) un “Them Classy College Blues andOrchestra rlayed National An- ^ dan(V vvas again with joy more

them At Midnight, But Dance '*** »monfined'

THE WEATHER

HAVt '/OU rvCK 
HEAtM) ANYOTtC 
BEnotN-GNC, THC 
FACT TVFTT WENT 
TO GNUftCH? 
TOMoenow \t 
MONDAY

Started Again Immediately 
Iran’s Council Refused To 
Sanction Extension.

Despite refusal of the deans' council, 
of University of Western Ontario, to 
extend the hours of the annual rugby 
dance from 12 midnight last night to 1 
o’ « Cock this morning, the master minds 
in charge of the function found a way 
of evading Lhe official negation while 
at the same time extending the dance, 
suh-rosa. until thç hour desired.

At midnight the orchestra played the 
national anthem, marking the end of 
the rugby dance, which was held at 
the Winter Gardens, 
the last note of “God

,ust before the fatal midnight hour

RAIN.
PROBABILITIES 
Moderate winds: 

cloudy and mild. 
Sunday: Southeast 
windls: mild and
pro babil y light 
rains.

NOTBS.
The depression 

whidh wias centered 
in Michigan yes ter- 
lay has passed to 
New Brunswick, 
ind raiin is falliing 
in the Maritime 
Provinces. Pressure 
is now highest, over 
the Great Lakes 
and Northwest 

iatus, while it is low over the Missouri 
Valley. The weather is fairly cold from 
Manitoba west and mild from I*ake 
Superior east.

T KM PERATUR ES.
Following are the highest, and lowest 

temperatures for 24 hours, between 8 p. 
m and 8 a. m. :

Stations. Max. Min.
LONDON ...................  39
Victoria .......................  44
C’a 1 gar y ........................ 12
Winnipeg ...................  24
Port Arthur ............ 36
Parry Sound ............. 42
Toronto ........................ 46
Kingston .................... 46
Ottawa ......................... 36
Montreal ..................... 44

‘Zimmie’

valiantly to bring the woman to life by 
rtifieial respiration, but it was a hope

less task.
Pedestrians proceeding along Ridout 

treet in the viicinity of the hvdro-eleo- 
-power house noticed the woman run 

'’own the bank to the water’s edge. 
There she threw off her hat and coat 
and plunged into the muddy a.nd swollen 
stream. The alarm was immediately 
sent into the fire department and res- 
•uersyequipped with the pulmotor, re- 

sponaed.
FLOATED DOWN STREAM.

By this -time the form of the woman 
had floated down stream toward the 
ork in the river and the firemen pro

ceeded to the Dundas street bridge, 
near the jail, where thy workd con
tinuously with dragging hooks and other 
apparatus in an effort to defeat her at-

.npt at suicide.
One of the men who had seen her 

enter the water ran to the water’s edge 
and picked up her discarded garments, 
.lumping in a truck he hurried to the 
police station and notified the desk ser
geant on duty. Constables were dis
patched to the scene to aid the firemen 
in their endeavor at rescue.

and Fuel Company, to his death this 
morning. He had come here from Chi
cago with his father. They are expo rts- 
in the construction of such work. They 
were putting the finishing touches on 
the chimney when oart of the scaffold 
Broke. His body was frightfully man- 

| gled in the fall.
Although only 25 years of age. the 

dead man leaves a widow and five 
children.

FOUR FISHERMEN ARE
DROWNED IN MANITOBA

DAUPHIN. Man., Dec. 1.—Four fish
ermen belonging to Meadow Portage. 
Man., were drowned in I^ake Manitoba 
last Wednesday, it became known here 
last night. The dead are : George 
Saibiston and his two sons, Robert and 
William, and Alexander Spence.

The victims are all old-time residents 
of Northern Manitoba. The men had 
srone out on the ice to set their nets. 
The ice, which had been softened by 
the recent warm weather, gave way he
rn - th them, throwing them Into the 
water.

ADVANCE POLL IS
CITY HALL

Many Travelers and Railway Men Vot
ing At City Hall.

A heavy vote is being polled in tht 
railway and travelers’ poll which is be
ing held in the city hall under the 
supervision of .1. VV. Cunliffe. Tf the 
in opposition to the city hall by-law. 
turn out on Monday, as is expected, 
the heaviest vote ever recorded in the 
history of the city will be the result. 
Mr. Cunliffe reports that the railway 
poll is considerably heavier this year 
than it was last.

While the official count of the rail
way and travelers’ vote will not be 
given out until Monday night, it is 
understood that quite a majority of the 
votes polled up till noon to-day were 
same percentage of general electors 
In past years the railway poll lias been 
a good criterion of the trend of the 
general balloting.

ST
BAR HIGHWAY SIGNS.

. PAUL, Minn., Dec. 1.—Minnesota's 
law prohibiting advertising signsnew

on trunk highways went into effect to
day. Thousands of signs, ranging in 
size from small tin tags to big bill
boards, are being removed.

Rain
< ’loudy 
Clear 
Snow 
Cloudy 
Cloudy
< loudly 
Fair
< ’loud y 
Clear 
Fair 
Ram 
Rain

struck, a representative of the Western 
Students’ Council announced that al
though a widely-signed petition had ■ Quebec ....................  36
been presented to the deans of the three gt. John ................... 44
faculties, praying that the rugby dance | Halifax .............. . . . 46
might he extended to 1 a. m., this re- 1 * Below.
quest had been refused. ---------------- * ♦ -----------------

“The rugby dance, therefore, comes ; STEAMSHIP ARRIVALS,
to an end at midnight,” the speaker Steamer. Airived at. From
announced, but. through the courtesy Minnekhada. ..New York ......... Hamburg

• f the managemen t of the Winter Gar- Providence.... New York ............... Naples
lens dancing will be resumed after the Pres. Fillmore .New York .............  Bremen
National Anthem is played.” Orduna................Hamburg

What disciplinary measures, if any, Ryndam..............Rotterdam
will be taken by the faculty is not Chicago...............Havre ....
known. It is understood that victory of America..............Bremen
sorts rests on both sides of the contro- Yorck....................Bremen
versy. That is to say, the hours for M. Washing-

But hardly had the rugby dance were not extended, of- ton.................... Naples ...
Save the King” ficially, but the students danced until Montevideo.. ..Barcelona

died away than the jazz experts struck the hour desired. Lackawanna. .. Liverpool

New York 
New York 

. New York 
New York 
New York

New York 
New York 
New York

Million and Quarter of 
Civic Works Program
Tn view of the consideration that lias been given the city 

hall question from every angle, the ratepayers whose homes 
will he mortgaged to pay for the construction of this hall will 
be interested in knowing just what expenditures must be made 
within the next few years.

In the first place the city lias spent or has undertaken 
work that will amount, to a total of more than one and one- 
quarter million dollars during the current year. This includes 
paving, sidewalk, sewer and similar work.

SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRAM.
In addition to this, school construction, completed or com

menced this year, will total approximately $300,000.
Then, for the future, there is a sewer program which must 

be carried out at a total estimated cost of $1,000,000. This in
cludes the construction of a new sewage disposal plant at the 
Coves, in addition to the laying of additional sewers in different 
sections of the city. The paving program will necessitate an 
expenditure of several hundred thousand dollars within the 
next few years also. And the construction of schools will cost 
in the neighborhood of one-half million dollars in the same 
period.

On Monday the ratepayers of London will be asked to 
vote upon a by-law providing for the issuing of $500,000 de
bentures for the erection of a new city hall to be built upon 
the McCormick site, on Dundas street. The Free. Press is 
opposed to this by-law for the following reasons :

1— Because the City of London is at present a 115 per 
cent, city, to use the words of Rfiber Babson, the eminent 
economist, and to maintain the high business and financial 
standing of London, the municipality, under present condi
tions, should not enter upon any new expenditures which are 
not absolutely necessary.

2— Because every municipal and financial expert strongly 
advises a policy of strict governmental economy and reduc
tion in taxes, as the only way to restore normal business con
ditions. Babson says : “Every business man and every Govern
ment should tighten their belt, cut out ft ills and fake optim
ism, reduce their debts and costs and work for a greater 
efficiency and lower taxes.” George H. Ross, finance com-' 
missioner, of Toronto, in urging municipal economy, says : “A 
universal policy of doing without other than absolute essentials 
for a few years would have a corrective tendency.”

TAX RATE HIGHER.
3— Because London's expenditures and taxes have been in

creasing in recent years out of all proportion to the popula
tion. if London is to maintain her present credit she must 
hold down both. The population since 1912 has grown 27%, 
per cent, and in the same time the taxes have jumped 250 per 
cent.

4— Because only two kinds of construction work should he 
proceeded with at the present time, revenue producing under
takings and works which are absolutely essential. The city hall 
comes under neither of these classifications.

MUCH NECESSARY WORK.
5— Because London has a big program of work ahead 

which does comes under these two classifications which must 
he started in the near future. There is a sewer program which 
may run as high as a million dollars, and the erection of two 
new Collegiate Institutes, as well as new public schools, can
not be long delayed. The city will also likely take over the 
London street railway as a municipal enterprise.

6— Because the erection of the city hall, as proposed, even 
without a cent of extras, will mean the city debt will be en
larged by at least $300,000 with additional taxation for every 
ratepayer. Furnishings alone are likely to cost $100,000 or 
more.

WHY GO FURTHER IN DEBT?
7— Because Thomas Adams, the international town-plan

ning expert, in making a survey of London, reported against 
building on the McCormick site. He suggested a central loca
tion off Dundas street and proposed for the present rebuilding 
the Spencer Block, as an administrative office along lines 
similar to the Public l tilities building. With the money on 
hand this could be done without the addition of a cent to the 
debt. Mayor Wenige was the man who seconded the motion 
to bring Thomas Adams to London.

City Engineer Near has been 
j devoting much study to London’s 
needs in regard to sewers since 
he took over his duties early in 
the year and he has repeatedly 
stated that an expenditure of $1,- 
000,000 in the immediate future ' 
would be hardly sufficient to 
bring the city’s sewer system up 
to present-day requirements.

The present system is more antiquat
ed and many times less efficient than 
is the o’d city hall building, in the 
opinion of those who have studied both 
questions. It is the consensus of opin
ion as found among men of all walks of 
life that it is infinitely more necessary 
to bring the sewage system up to a 
proper standard than it is to erect a 
new city hall.
RAW SEWAGE IN RIVER.

"From reliable information received 
by The Free Press to-day, it was learti- 
d that the Provincial Board of Health is 

not at all likeiy *_o allow present con
dition to continue much Unger. It is 
well known that the old sewage disposal 
beds at the Coves are that in name only. 
The raw sewage is pouring right over 
thpm directly into the river. The City 
Councils of the last few years have been 
touching wood, so to speak, because 
they realized that at any moment the 
order might come through to “clean up 

l vour river for the sake of the health of 
j the vicinity.” The fact that the war 

was on and the re.adju. tment that fol
lowed. has been the reason for the O’der 
being delayed thus long.
MAY ORDER WORK DONE.

In this connection it is pointed out 
that the careful consideration the Pro
vincial Board of Health is giving to th« 
proposal to construct a separate sewer 
bed for the High street sewer is rather 
significant. While the plans have been 
entirely approved, with the exception 
of the disposal plant, and work is going 
on. there is a feeling that the order 
may now come through that the river 
must be entirely freed of raw sewage. 
When such an order comes, as it ad
mittedly must come sooner or later, the 
city will have no recourse but to do the 
work regardless of the cost.

At a conservative estimate, the clean
ing up of the river would cost from one- 
half to one million dollars, depending on 
the amount of new sewers that it would 
be necessary to construct. This would 
mean an addition of approximately twe 
mills on the tax rale, which is already 
so high that It is a decided burden on 
a large number of citizens.

QUEEN ALEXANDRA IS
75 YEARS OLD TO-DAY

LONDON, Dec. 1.—Queen Mothez 
Alexandra is celebrating her 79th birth
day to-day. King George will pay her 
a visit at Sandringham Palace, where 
she is staying, and where she is receiv
ing numerous congratulatory telegram! 
and letters. Alexandra is in excellent 
health.

ROSES ARE BLOOMING
IN TILBURY GARDEN

11. S. WON'T ACTITII
Washington States Unwillingness ! 

To Participate.

PROBE GERMAN FINANCES

Americans Do Not Fall In Line 
For Proposed Inquiry.

WASHINGTON. Dec. 1 — The United 
States Government is still unwilling to 
participate in a restricted inquiry into 
German finances and lias so informed 
James A. Logan, the United States ob
server with the reparations commission 
in Paris.

The communication outlining the 
United States’ position was sent to Col. 
Logan after he had informed the state 

! department that the reparations com

mission favored United Sea tes member
ship on the two committees created by 
it to in\ | tigate ; »id report on the state 
of German financies as related to the 
ability of that • Government to pay 
reparations.

TILBURY. Dec. 1.—The weather man 
here is saying it with flowers and if his 
language amounts to anything there Is 
abundant prospect of a mild winter, to 
say nothing of an early spring. All of 
which Is by way of Introducing the sur
prising fact that roses are blooming, not 
in PUardy. but in the garden of Chief 
of Police Wellwood, of this town.

Transoceanic Conversation 
Will Be Tested To-Night By 

British and U. S. A. Stations

Made. 
Countries.

Alternately By Two

Experiments At Carrying Voice] Sneakers in a half dozen United States

Across the Atlantic Will Be ClMpS W|U Rpeak simultaneously for five
minutes, starting at 10 o'clock. Eastern

standard time. The radiophone will 
carry the talk to stations In England, 
Scotland and Wales and whatever other

NEW YORK, Dec. 1.—An international countries that may chance to intercept 
dialogue, with United States arid British them. \
speakers talking back and fnjth across Then at 10.05 speakers will send their 
the Atlantic, will be attempted to-night voices across the Atlantic to the United
as the final demonstration of a series States. Tlu* two sets of speakers will
of tests to establish the practicability alternate for five-minute periods until
of transo ear.ic conversation. 30.30 o'clock.

À Vote For a New City Mali Is a Vote For Higher Taxes
A {

i 4 t
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