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SICAL MATTERS.

mfield Zeisler, her husband and
ildren sailed for FEurope last
ebec. The summer plans of the
t and her family included a trip
nd through the Thousand Is-
was taken on the way to Que-
broad the itinerary will take in
tland and Ireland, a major part
England to be spent in London,
iverpool. During a tour of the
ins the party will walk or ride
it moves us,” to quote Mme.
will stop in the various cities

to the report that she will not
rica next season, Mme. Zeisler
t she will open her tour in Chi-
Auditorium as soloist with the
honic Orchestra at its inaugural
lowing this concert she will

nsive tour of this country. I »
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aimed the customer who thought
vercharged, “have you any sense
'm sorry,” said the druggist
habit, “I have not, but I have
t as good.”

Celery and Celerp Culture

[ate celery for winter use is an excellent
succession crop as it may be planted any time
from the first of July up to the middle of Aug-
4st. and so may be grown on land which has
aiready produced a crop of peas, or early po-
tatoes.

In my estimation the early celery brought
trom Florida and California is decidedly lack-
ing in crispness and flavor, and is not at all
comparable with the stalks which have f{felt
the crispening effect of our cool fall and win-
ter weather. Such home-grown celery may
not be as perfectly blanched as the commercial
article, nor indeed as‘well grown, but it is
unapproached in flavor.

Celery likes a cool, moist soil; it will not
do well in heavy soils which become sodden.
On heavy soils drainage must be provided to
carry away surplus moisture from heavy
rains : or, if the moisture is supplied by irriga-
tion, the soil must be allowed to dry out par-
tially and be well cultivated between the
peribds of copious waterings. During the hot
summer months the young plants do not make
very much growth, but if properly set in rich
soil (or humus) they will develop an excel-
lent root system and will be ready to make a
rapid growth as soon as the cool fall weather
sets in. In setting out the rows of celery six
feet or more will be ample earth available for
banking up to the stalks in the fall. My own
plan is to have the celery rows about eight
to nine feet apart and to plant two rows of
bush beans, or some other quick-growing crop,
between the celery rows, as these will be out
of .the way before ‘the celery needs banking.

To prepare the row for planting, T run a

small one-horse plow both ways in the furrow,
to get a broad trench or gutter as deep in the
soil (not in the subsoil, however) as possible.
Then I put in a 2-inch layer of well-rotted
stable. manure, poultry droppings or compost
—in fact, anything that I have at hand. After
putting in the fine manure, I take a hand plow
and plow down a little fine earth over the
manure, sometimes using the wheel hoe to
mix it more thoroughly especially in the case
of the commereial fertilizers. This leaves a
broad, shallow trench with a bed of fine earth
and manure in which to set the plants. In
small gardens where the horse plow cannot be
used: the: necessary trench: should be dug out
with a spade making it a foot wide and a:foot
deep. % '
- i sWourhave-not-grown therplants yourself
and-do not. have them.already on hand; they
may be purchased-from the seedsmen or from
the local- florist.

Pot-grown plants are the best.because it is
not necessary to wait for'a' rain when the
trenches are ready for-the plants,as they can
be heavily watered and set.in the row at any
time, -but - unfortunately they can seldom be
bought. - The young celery plants are usually
grown in flats or seedbeds. When buying get
a whole flat, if possible, and do not remove
the plants from it until you are ready to set
them in the ground, because then the plants
get little or no check.

When they have been raised in a seedbed
or in flats and have to be transplanted in the
ordinary way, wait until late in the afternoon
or for a dull day. to set them in the rows.
Before lifting water the bed" thoroughly and
dig well under the plants so as to get as many
roots as possible. If they have a large single
root, cut off the bottom end and shear off a
portion of the tops or leaves, then with a point-
ed-stick or trowel set carefully in a straight
row eight inches apart, pressing the soil firm-
ly about the roots and when finished give the
plants a good- watering.

As soon as the plants have recovered from
the transplanting and started to make root
again, begin cultivation, and for this I use a
small garden rake, lightly stirring the surface
soil about the plants every few days. This
prevents weeds from starting and keeps the
soil from becoming crusted or hard after wat-
erings, and induces a rapid growth, which pre-
vents the plants from starting prematurely to
seed as sometimes occurs when the growth in
any way becomes stunted or checked.

Blanching the Stalks

I have tried many of the so-called easy

ways to blanch the crop, but have settled down
to the old way of banking up the stalks with
soil, as it gives the most satisfactory results,
and, to my thinking, the best flavor.
: ‘When the plants have made stalks eight
inches or more in height (or length), it is time
to begin the banking. - The growth at this
early stage is apt to be somewhat spreading
in"character. Run a hand plow two or three
inches on both sides of the rows, then get
down on your knees, astride the rows and
gather together in one hand the stalks of the
first plant, pull off the smaller ones on the
outside, also any broken or diseased stalks and
hold the plant closely together in an upright
position.. With the other hand draw up the
loose earth from the sides and pack it gently
around the stalks to hold them closely together
in a stiff, erect position. Then advance slight-
ly along the row and treat the next plant in
the same way. .

In about a week or ten days they will be
ready for the next step. Run the cultivator

_or wheel-hoe along the row several times as

closely as possible without disturbing the first
bankihg, until there is a good supply of fine,
loose soil. which can be-thrown toward the
row with the plow. As the plants are held
rect by the first banking, the loose earth can

drawn up around the stalks with a hoe until

ly the leaves show above the earth. This
anking must be repeated at intervals as the

.
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plants increase in height, and only when the
earth is dry énough to ctiimble ‘€dsily under
the hand or rake, for if wet, sticky 'soil is used
for earthing, it will discolor or rot the stalks.

When banking the celery, it is important
to see that the stalks in-each 'bunch are gath-
ered closely together and that the loose earth
does not fall in between the stalks, and conse-
quently some .little hand work is required in
gathering the stalks together before drawing
the earth to them; but if the banking is done
at frequent intervals as the plants increase in
growth, they may be reduced to.a minimum
after the first “handling.”

In October, when the plants have reached
their full height, it is time for the final bank-
ing, and for this it is best to have'a man or
boy stand astride the row, holding in his hands
two plants closely at the tops while you shovel
up the loose earth, leaving only the tops of
the leaves exposed. The operation is most
quickly performed by three workers, one to
gather and hold them, moving backward along
the row, and one on each side of the row to
shovel up the loose earth and pack it in place
with the back of the shovel. The banking must
be made as high as the stalks and from four
to six inches wide at the top on each side of
the row, so as to retain its place during heavy
rains and to protect the stalks from the first
hard frosts.

Insects and Diseases

The only insect enemy of celery is a very
large green worm with gold or white spots on
his back, which feeds on the young stalks and
leaves. These are few in number and can
easily be dislodged with a small stick and
crushed with the foot. Do not handle these
worms, as they have the reputation, possibly
undeserved, of being poisonous to handle, but
at any rate they do emit a very offensive
odor.

The chief difficulty to contend with is the
so-called blight, which attacks the foliage
when cool showers are succeeded by hot sun-
shihe. Spraying frequently with a weak solu-
tion of Bordeaux mixture is a preventive, but
in my own work I encourage the plants to
make as strong a growth as possible, put off
earthing up, or banking, until young_healthy
growth starts vigorously in the fall and pull
off the affected leaves and stalks. Some years
ago when the celery blight was exceptionally
bad, I had under observation a European vari-
tety called the Arrezio, which seemed to be
practically blight-proof, a quick grower and

of good quality for an early variety, but have
not sinceé seer or heard anything of it.. The
blight is most prevalent on, and does the most
damage. to, the early, self-blanching sorts.

Another drawback in growing celery is the
trouble commonly known as hollow stalks.
From long observation I think this is due to
a checked or'slow growth during the hot sum-
mer months, for if you take up a large plant
of celery late in the fall and cut through the
stalks just above the roots, it frequently hap-
pens that while the outer stalks are hollow and
thin-walled, the centre  stalks, which have
grown more quickly during cool weather, are
crisp and solid. My own idea is that the stalks
which grow during the.summer have a com-
paratively small amount of tissue, and when
growth starts more rapidly in the fall, the cells
are partly matured and cannot respond to the
increased growth, and. the outer walls of the
stalk pull apart and leave a dry, hollow cen-
tre space. . To avoid this, get a well selectéd
strain of seed when starting the plants and
keep them growing as rapidly as possible from
seed to finish. Not long ago I had an oppor-
tunity to examine the growth. of wild celery
along the banks of a running stream and found
that the stalks of plants on the banks of the
stream where the soil was constantly moist,
were uniformly solid ; whereas those g_rowiﬂg
higher up on the bank, where the soil was
drier, were hollow.

Keeping the Celery for Winter

No attempt should be made to store the
early varieties of celery such as White Plume
and Golden Seli-Balancing; use these directly
from the row where they are grown.

Where a good supply of litter can be had,
it is an excellent plan to winter all the celery
in the rows where it is grown, making broad
banks of earth at the sides of the rows and
covering these deeply with straw or leaves
from the woods when the ground freezes; and
later covering the litter with corn-fodder or
evergreen branches. If this is not practicable,
select a well-drained lot and dig out a trench
one foot deep and one foot wide. Dig the
plants carefully with the roots attached and
set them closely together in the trench, pack-
ing fine soil about the roots; then bank up so
as to shed the rains.  Cover the trench with
wide boards, nailed together to.form a A-shap-
ed roof, this in turn is covered with straw or
litter.

When the weather becomes settled and
cold, add still further protection in the form of

straw, litter or corn-fodder, which will prevent
the celery from becoming frozen and the litter
can be easily removed when you want to get
at the celery. Where there is a hotbed out of
use in the garden this can be dug out and filled
with closely packed celery as in the trench
method, to be ‘covered with. the glass sash.
This permits giving the celery air when the
weather is warm, but there must be an ample
supply of litter to bank around and cover the
box or bed during very cold weather. Do not
leave the storing too late in the season for if
the tops are badly frozen and lie down on the

bariks of earth used for blanching, they will

not recover, and half the attractiveness in
qualities are lost.

Another point to be kept in mind is that
the blanching of the stalks should be nearly
completed before it is stored, as the stalks on-
ly whiten while they are growing, and.if - put
away when of a deep green tint only the young
stalks in the centre of the plant will be
blanched when you come to take them out.

Celery may also be planted or stored in
much the same manner in a cool cellar, using
wide: boards to make a box-like - enclosure
which will hold the stalks erect and keep the
light from them, but in cellar storage never
allow the roots to become dry and the stalks
wilted and tough. -Water may be supplied by
putting a short piece of hose down between
the stalks so that the water will reach the
roots only and not wet the stalks. = A large
funnel in the upper end of the hose adds to the
effectiveness of this simple apparatus.

Growing Celery From Seed

The seed germinates rather slowly and in
the open ground must be sown early in the
spring (about April 1st) while the soil is still
cool and moist; if the weather should be warm
and the soil dry, the seedbed must be covered
with a light mulch of straw or with mats and
papers until the young plants appear. Straw’
makes the best mulch, as it lets the air through
to the soil. When mats or papers are used,
they should be taken off in the evening and re-
placed in-the morning.

The light rich soil of a hotbed or coldframe
which has been used for starting early garden
plants makes an excellent seedbed for starting
celery plants. Sow the seed thinly in rows
four to six inches apart 30 that it may be
worked or stirred at frequent intervals, and
covered with one-quarter of an inch of {fine
light soil. Where only a limited number of
plents are required, it is best to transplant
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them to another bed-as soon as they are large
enough to handle, setting the plants two
inches apart each way. ‘This transplanting
gives a dense mat of small fibrous roots and a
short, stocky growth of leaves which will make
the most satisfactory growth when planted in
the garden or field. Commercial plants are
grown without transplanting, the seedlings
being thinned out to stand half an inch aparty
in the row, and occasionally the tops sheared|
to induce a stocky growth, but these plants
have a large, straight tap-root and very few of!
the small fibrous roots, and will not give as
good results when set in.the row as those |
which have an abundance of fibrous roots'
which have developed by transplanting the'
small seedlings.

My own method is to sow the seed in shal-
low boxes or flats in a cool greenhouse, and as
soon as the seedlings are large enough, put
them singly in 2-inch pots. This permits of
frequent waterings and gives thorough drain-
age, so that by July I have good plants with
balls of fine roots which can be heavily water-
ed and set in the row at any time, irrespective |
of rains or other conditions. @ Where only a|
few hundred’plants are grown for a home sup-
ply, I think a trial of this plan of potting  the!
young plants will be found most satisfactory.

O

Horticultural . Potpourri

A Chinese Cherry Tree.—Flowering in nor-
mal seasons about the end of April, and pro-
ducing its fine double flowers, which are white,
more or less suffused with rose, very freelyl
in large loose heads, this Chinese tree, botani-|
cally known as Prunus serrulata, comes near}
to equalling the best varieties of P. pseudo-f
cerasus in point of merit as a spring-flowerin;
tree. But it is not on this account that we
value it so highly; it is rather because at alld
seasons it is a most striking tree.
quite unmistakable, as at a few feet from thel
ground it invariably sends out numerous long,i
stout horizontal branches, and while it may at-!
tain to 10 feet or so in height, it lacks a de~
fined lead. It has been described as resem-
bling in effect a Japanese dwarfed tree on a
large scale; it also suggests a little man with
limbs several sizes too large in proportion to
his body, and, above all, an appearance of un-
usual strength. Small plants of this are valu-
able for forcing for the conservdtory in spring.
It is surprising.that another cherry, P. pros-
trata, a native of the Levant, of low habit, and!
producing fine rose-colored flowers very free«
ly, is so little grown.

Lilium Giganteum.—Although this titanic
hardy Himalayah lily is easy to cultivate, it
is so comparatively rare in gardens that its
successful flowering is commonly a matter for
some little pride. Attaining under favorable
conditions to as much as g feet to 12 feet in
height, the flower spikes are comparable to
those of agaves. The dozen or so nodding,
fragrant, tubular white flowers, streaked with
purple inside, are very handsome, and the
heart-shaped, glossy foliage also is attractive.
The bulbs, which are composed of a few thick:
scales, are three or four years old when they;
flower, after which they die. L. giganteumi
is best suited by a sheltered position, and, ini
common with so many other lilies, it is ad-'
vantageous to plant it among low-growing|
shrubs which will protect the shoots in spring«
It is also well adapted for planting in borderst
in a cool greenhouse where it will not be dis-
turbed. L. cordifolium, of which the variety,
Glehnii is'the hardiest form, is closely allied!
to L. giganteum, but its flower spikes do notl
exceed 6 feet in height, and only five or six|
flowers are borne upon them. ;

The Siberian Crab-Appe.—There is nod
more beautiful garden tree than the Siberia:
crab (Pyrus baccata). It is shapely in habit,
and every spring its branches are heavily la-'
den with clusters of white apple-like blos-:
soms, which are followed by cherry-like fruits|
of a bright crimson color, and they hang oni
the trees long after the leaves have fallen.|
Some.people gather the fruits when they are
ripe and make a jelly from them. The tree!
has a wide distribution in a wild state, as it/
occurs in China, Japan and the Himalayas, as
well as in Siberia. It has been cultivated in
Europe since 1784, and there are fine examples:
of it in English gardens, where it is quite at
home, even in the coldest parts of the British
Isles. 'There are several varieties of it, some
with round, others with ovate fruits, “and
there are bright red and clear yellow fruited
varieties. The tree is closely related to our
English crab-apple, the parent of all garden
apples; indeed, there are hybrids between the
two, one of the best being a cross between the
Siberian crab and Cox’s Orange Pippin, in
which the fruits are as large as pigeons’ eggs
and of good flavor, quite good enough to be
used for dessert. Other kinds of pyrus which
deserve recognition as spring flowering park
and garden trees afe P. coronaria, the Ameri=
can crab-apple, which has large pink and white
flowers and green cherry-like fruits; P. flori-
bunda, a Japanese species, which deserves to
be as common in our gardens as the laburnuny
and lilac; P. niedzwitzkiana, an erect grower,
with large clusters of handsome purplish red
flowers and dark crimson fruits; P..schie-
deckeri, a very handsome hybrid between the
Siberian crab and P. floribundaj and P. spec=
tabilis, a Chinese tree with large pink.flowersq

Every morning comes the light, and a fresk
?]ﬁnce (ZIf doing better. Is it not the sheerest
olly and ingratitude to let yesterday spoik
the -God-given todayi® 3 N ‘

Its habit ist




