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| THE PEERLESS PEER THE
LUSHE PIMPERNEL

The Real Estate Agent, the Mahatma, the Soli-!
citor, the Expert and Several Others.—All
of Which Join in Pointing Out a Moral and

Adorning a Tale.

By Felix
PROLOGUE

Truth is stranger than Fictlon, al-
though nobody believes it. The most
incredulous, however, will change his
mind after reading the following story,
which, albeit related in that humorous
vein which its bizarre character would
seem to render appropriate, is never-
theless a true story in every detail. It
is one of ‘a series which the writer has
prepared, dealing with peculiar experi-
ences and transactions which have oc-
curred in Victoria during the last few
months. Although the writer is far
from suggesting that the first of the
serfes possess any -element of imiprob-
ability, he ventures to think that it
lends some color to the impression
that the reputation of Victoria as the
happy hunting-ground:of adventurers
has been better advertised than some
of its more important attractions. If
eany one imagines that he is able to
identify the characters or locations
mentioned in this sketch, let him be-
ware, for there are. many Peerless
Peers, although they are not all in the
House of Lords, and more than one
Elusive Pimpernel, who is not the ex-
clusive property’ of ‘the Baroness
Orczy; also of islands many. a one
which does not lie in the Gulf of
Georgia.

CHAPTER 1.

The Peeriess Peer

Among the islands of the blest is
one upon which I have often gazed
with feelings of envy. It lies but a
Eew cables length from the east coast
of Vancouver Island. It literally basks
in the sunshine, and is laved by the
bluest of waters. Its southern aspect
§s a8 spreading lawn. -In the "back-

und, the forest, sheltering an ar-
tistic bungalow with. wide verandahs
@and overhanging maples. It is a veri-
table  “bowery hollow crowned with
summer sea.”

_The island is large enough for soli-
tude, and yet not too large to compass
with a dally stroll. Cultivation has
yielded an orchard which, when I saw
it a month ago, was loaded with apple
blossoms; a-garden producing all the
necessaries for an extensive house-
hold; lush meadows in which pedigreed
cattle grazed, and all the luxurious
mccessories of the ehosen abode of an
$nglish gentleman who, absorbed iu
the more intellectual pursuits of- life

and attuned to the varfous moods of |

ture, wished to spend his happy days

from the madding ‘crowd.”

But even luxury palls, an although
%the poet's eye in fine frenzy rolling”
Jooks out on billowy ocean, tremulous
forests, or snowclad peak with rapt
devotion when the divine afflatus
geizes him, there is a mnatural re-
bound, and his human heart, touched
with the sorrows and joys of the race,
wearns once more for the.busy haunts
of men. Upon the shores of his little
jsland he hears but the ripple of' the
indolant summer waves, or the sough
of ‘the wind in the trees; but afar off
comes |the echo of human strife, the
clash of arms, perhaps the trumpet-
gound, and then his soul is up in arms
and eager for the fray. .

In this latter mood, the Peerless
Peer found himself three months ago.
it was a late spring. ‘The grey of
winter refused to turn blue, and the
sun hid himself day after day behind
heavy banks of cloud. The sea would
not flatten down, and a trip to the city
was no longer a joy. In fact, those
trips began to be the bane of exis-
tence with their inevitable wetting and
shaking and jolting; and in a moment
of. conviction, if not of depression, it
dawned on the mind of the Peer that
he would abanden his lovely retreat
and live once more where neither a
gasoline launch nor an airship were
necessary to transport him to his
fellows. The decision’ must have
caused him a wrench, for never was
home more idealic, or prospect more
beautiful. Still, what must be, must
be, and willy-nilly the island had to
Bo.

CHAPTER I

The Real Estate Agent.

Unfortunately, in mundane affairs
fhere is more prose than poetry, which
mccounts for the fact that the Peer
had to abandon the realm of fancy
and engage the services of a mere
real estate agent to rid him of his is-
land. In fact, it is possible that; he
may have divulged his secret to sev-
eral real estate agents. Be that as it
may, he shortly afterwards received a
telegram from one of the most prom-
§nent in Vancouver, which, being par-
aphrased in classical style, read,
*‘Come over and help us.” He went
over as fast as the numerous trans-
portation appliances in vogue between
the Islands of the Blest and Vancou-
wver, hy way of the Capital City, could
convey him. It would, perhaps, be
unfair to suggest that visions of a
mere mercenary character added any
interest to the journey, or that the
heart of the Peer registered one ad-
ditional bedt as. he entered a certain
well known office in Hastings street.
Here the man of mundane affairs in-
troduced him to the prospective pur-
chaser, which  necessitates starting
another chapter.

CHAPTER 1I1.

The Elusive Pimpernel,

1 should lke to describe the noble-
man, grand duke or prince who, in
defiance of the Baroness Orczy, 1
have dared to dub the “Elusive Pim-
pernel,” ip the words in which he
was described to me by the Peerless
Peer. As this portrayal took place
after all the incidents. mentioned in
this veracious story had transpired, I
am sure my readers will excuse me,
as even a master of language some-
times becomes too forcible and pic-
turesque under the influence of strong
emotion. I will, however, recall the
more artistic delineations as they fell
from his lips.

Said he, “The Count was one of the
most remarkable men I ever met. He

D'Arbiay.

. story? It is true it may be-an unusual

-Pimpernel, and it therefore beheooves

must be a count, for he knew lots of|
Grand Dukes, and high military offi-
clals with ‘whom I am acquainted. He
could describe with exactitude men I
have met in Russia and in England.
Was familiar with many private mat-
ters in which their families were in-
terested. Could not only téll me their
names, but their nicknames, and ajto-
gether evinced such extensive know-
jedge of this class that . I could not
doubt he had acquired it' at - first
hand. Yet he persisted that he was|
not a real Count, and time and again
reminded me,=with becoming modesty,
that he was the son of a rich' mer-
chant established at Lodz,” on the
Austrian frontier.

“He claimed to have been born of
Austrian parents in London. To
have been educated at Vienna . and
Cambridge, and to have been engaged
in very extensive and delicate busi-
ness transactions.

“But I am over-running my story;
I 'should tell you what he looked like.
He was a man of medium height,
slimly built, with a military bearing,
a most dignified :manner and a polish-
ed air. He spoke, to my. knowledge,
five languages fluently, and claimed to
be familiar with atleast half a dozen
others. . His hair was light brown,
and his eyes almost the same shade.
He was clean shaven and had a rather
long and pemdulous nose—which I
should have suspected of a Hebraic
origin but that it was too straight and
aristocratic. During the whole of the
time that I was acquainted with him,
he never nwade a slip in decorum; and
was the very pink of .courtesy and
good breeding. § g

“He could sing -and dance like a
courtier, and among his many  ac-
complishments he included one- which
especially endeared him to the officers
on the “Princess,” whom he enter-
tained. on our way over to Victoria.
After singing and dancing for us, he
played the piano so wonderfully be-
hind a screen, that qne of the officers.
remarked, “I never Heard a man play
as well with one hand before” It
turned out afterwards that he - had
been playing the piano with his. nose.
But what has this to do with the

gift, even in the case of an Austrian,

but still, by no means impossible.” ’
1 thinlr the above description < will

convey some, idea - of the - Elusive
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although, as will - presently. develop,
there is an explanation, perfectly sat-
isltactory to the Expert if-to no.one
else. s

that if the dramatis personae in ‘this
remarkable play had beenless trans-
cendental and more -earthly, ' they
might have wondered why-a mining
expert should be considered the most
suitable person.to advise on the erec-
tion and accessofies of a Beénedictine
Monastery; but that way lies dublety,
and the hydra-headed monster, sus-
picion—which at this stage of the
story . is still outside the garden.

The Elusive Pimpernel_and the Ex-
pert arrived at the island on one of
those days when the  heavens  were
weeping at the impending departure
of the Peerless Peer. Enveloped In
slickers, and protected by hip boots,
they wandered for -twelve . blessed
hours. among the trees and under-
growth of the island, disdaining es-
cort, and returned to the hospitable
shelter of the bungalow, as the shades
of evening fell, in a dishevelled and
exhaustegd condition. But, if they
were soaked, their enthusiasm- was
not even dampened. The island look-
ed ‘better than ever. The " purchase
was positive. The Expert was 'as
much impressed as the Elusive One,
and his gigantic brain had dlready
mapped out a program which would
convert it I
whether for the devoté@sons of the
Benedictine Order, ‘or the rather more
worldly and pleasure-loving associ-
ates of the Countess de Brissac,

parture to mature his plans, and the
Elusive ' Pimpernel, accompanied by
the Peerless Peer,

highly distasteful duty, in the search-
ing of titles and the . preparation of
deeds. Meanwhile, 'the Peerless Peer
moved out, lock, stock and barrel. His
“household gods” were literally
transported to Victoria, and he him-
self transferred from the roomy con-
fines of the island to the cramped
quarters of a hotel.

CHAPTER Vi,
The Smaller Fry.

link and devised in the interests of
authors who wish to take a brief
breathing spell ' before plunging  into
the more  exciting incidents of their
narrative. It simply relates. how the
expert interviewed every rancher and
rancher's son, and rancher’s hired man
within a radius of tén miles-of ‘the Isl-
and of the Blest, enghged them for a
season’s work, and promised that they
should play no ignoble .part in con-
verting that portion of ‘the island which
was not rocky into a Garden of Eden.
It also tells how a workingman, his
wife and child, were duly installed in
a house on the island,.and -placed in
charge of the orchard, the gurden, the
lush meadows, and- the pedigreed cat-
tle. 4
Incidentally, to save obtruding so
insignificant a. fact upon a more im-
portant chapter, it may be made to do-
duty in relating the. dismissal of the
said caretakers, at: the ‘end.of thirty
days, with a cheque for their month’s
services and the added experience of
a temporary sojourn'in the'Island = of
the Blest. ‘ :
Oh, I had almost forgotten—it might
also be made to cover the fact that on

mp to hurry on to the ‘business end
of the transaction. e Mg 18 i

it CHAPTER V"

'
.. . What He Wanted. L

He wanted an island, he had just
purchased a large  estate in: the Isle’
of Wight, on which to establish® a
convent, of the Sacred- Heart.. Influ-
ential representatives of the ' church
were anxious to do the like at the Pa-
cific Coast for the Order of the Bene-
dictines. Where in the wide world
were skies so blue, sunshine so bright
and climate so congenial? If the Is-
land of the Blest which had been por-
trayed to him in such alluring terms
by the Man of Mundane Affairs were
only half as lovely and atiractivesas
it 'had been painted, a Benedictine
Monastery would rear * its - towers
theréon before another Winter, and
those humble and devoted ' sons K of
Mother Church would till its fertile
soil, and fulfill their austere vows in
its umbrageous woods.

Of course, to this there could be but
one response. The Man of Mundane
Affairs had not exaggerated in the
least, and the Peerless Peer, being a
gentleman, would say nothing ‘for his
island, but leave the matter entirely
to the judgment of the purchaser.

A visit resulted. A bird’s eye view
of the island was had. The, Elusive
Pimpernel was more than delighted.
The modesty of the Real Estate Agent
and the Peer had failed to depict a
tithe of its ‘attractiveness. To ‘say
that the visitor was enamored is to
convey only the faintest impression of
the .ecstasy he displayed as he was
led from vantage-point to vantage-
point by his hospitable owner. He
would purchase. Undoubtedly he would
purchase. Indeed, so charmed was he
ithat he very much doubted whether
he would hand . his bargain to the
Convent. of the Sacred Heart or the
Order of the Benedictlnes, He had a
friend, in fact, two friends—one was
the Countess de Brissac;. another was
his own sister, daughter of a member
of the Russian Embassy in ‘Washing-
ton.' Either of these would be: only
too glad to acquire an Elysium for
;t;:tpalty. lco;:_aideration (vexed be ‘the

8 soul for nami ‘
thousand dollars! e

The visit came to an end, as
the supreme experiences of llté?ol::!]:
one little formality, brutally ‘obtrusive
in such ineffable affairs, remainad
Not being a practical man, and fur-.
thermore desiring at: the ‘earliest pos-
sible moment to devise a complete
scheme for developing his prospective
purchase, the Elusive Pimpernel sug-
gested that in a few days he would
revisit the island,.in company with
his expert, make a more detailed ex-
amination, and start several hundred
men at the presumably necessary
work of clearing and ' cultivating—
which leads to the next chapter.

CHAPTER V.

The Expert. y
The expert arrived a week later,
with his master. He was a Swede,
who rejoiced in the euphonious Mame
of Bolderstrom. But then, why ‘quote
names in connection with an incident
which will be remembered for its il-
lustration of certain .unique and mys-
terious traits of human character and
experience.

‘Well, there was an Expert, and he
was a Swede. He had the light hair,
blue eyes, and athletic figure of his
race, He had been a working miner
who had made a-strike in Alaska and
wisely banked the proceed, and was
living respectably in Vancouver. The
Elusive One announced that the Ex-
pert was well known to him and had
acted for him in. numerous transac-
tions, which I regret to say is astate-
ment hardly borne out by the facts, so

the little jetty at the west shore of the
island, carefully reposed a hugé pack-
ing case, addressed to the Elusixe One,:
who has net since appearead to claim it.

'The case contains an elaborate, artis-

tic and expensive .chinaware dinmer
service, of which the royal blue .and
gold decoration ' can be discerned
through’ one tiny crack, and upon
which the sum of 55 cents for freight
c.0.d., still remains. unpaid. Whether
such an expensive service was intended
for the use of the caretaker and his
wife, or for the Countess de  Brissac
and her friends can only be conjectur-
ed. /

CHAPTER V.
The Solicitor.

Fortunately, this chapter, too, will
be brief—an unusudl . circumstance
where the Man of Law is ¢oncerned.

The Peerless Peer and the Elusive
Pimpernel adjourned to the office of
one of the' leading and most respected
solicitors in Victoria, who transacted
the necessary business. at the.registry
office, and prepared the deeds -and
transfers, setting forth that .in con-
sideration of the sum of twenty thou-
sand dollars, to be paid by the party
of the second part to.the party of the
‘first part, to-wit: two thousand dol-
lars cash down, three thousand dollars
in/‘three months, and the balance at re-_
gular intervals spread over four years
(the instalments bearing-the usual in-
terest) the Island of the Blest would
pass from the party of:the first part
to the party of the second part,

This is the first -time 'in the course
of a  profoundly interesting and. ad-
mittedly veracious history that the
mind of the narrator began to get
hazy. The threads became a-little in-
-terwoven; but, ‘disentangling. them to
the best of his ability, although' not
versed in. business: transactions with
transcendental ' beings,. he ventures to
think that what actually occurred is
fairly well covered in .the following
paragraph. ; . o

In addition to . the parties already:
mentionéd in this chapter, the Real
Estate Agent again came on ‘the sceéne
and when the. Elusive Pimpernel spoke
with emotion of his sister in the Rus-
sian Embassy at Washington, - -and
flourished a cheque for eleven thou-
sand dollars, payable to himself and
bearing the delicate and aristocratic
signatureiin a fine Italian hand of the
Countess de Brissac, and when, fur-
ther, the Elusive Pimpernel remarked
that, naturally, at times, ready money
was a little scarce, and that before
He: could cash the eleven theusand
dollar cheque and make -his first pay-
ment, he would have to secure the en-
Q‘)rsement or other co-operation’ of
his sister in the Russian Embassy at
Washington, the Real Estate Agent
fell down, and fell down badly. In a
spontaneous burst' of generosity. he
remarked: 1

‘I'm sure money is no object to the
Peerless Peer; it is a mere necessary
nuisance, and he ‘would be the last to
wish to inconvenience.a gentleman.
Let me suggest that a mere nominal
sum will-be quite sufficient to estab-
lish. bona fides .and to meet the re-
quiremernts of the law—say five. hun-
dred dollars.” )

Of course the Peerless Peéer could
but acquiesce, even if he entertajned
other ideds. So the five hundred, dol-
lars was paid and-accepted, the neces-
sary documents were signed, and, at
the last moment the Elusive Pimper-
nel sprang a delightful surprise on the
parties by requiring the name of the
eldest son of a Russian Grand Duke
to be inserted in‘ the -transfer.

Now, looking at all the ' circum-
stances, and especially réegarding -this
final master-stroke of diplomacy, who
can blame' the Peerless Peer, or the
Victoria Selicitor, if  they thought
that ‘& most “excéllent bargain had

far as they are known to. the writer,

been completed, and if, as'they turned

*Just at this juncture, I may suggest ||

into a perfect paradise, |

Whereupon the Expert took his de-

journeyed to Vic-
toria to perform another necessary but |

Thls chapter is just a connecting |
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over. on their pillows that night, -they

.had rosy visions .of -Benedictine Mon-

asteries, Russlan:@rand Dukes and
French Countesses,

.CHAPTER VIIL

Toujours le Femme
In the  description’ of the Elusive
Pimpernel which’ fell from the lips of
the Peerless Peer and is faithfully re-
corded in a previous chapter, I find
that I overlooked 6ne important item,
and once more Wwill quote his actual

| words: ¢

“What struck me ' wmust ubout the
Austrian was his hands. I never saw
such hands.” They were as narrow as
a child’s, as” white and deilcate as a
woman's, and the_ fingers were so long
and attenuated that ‘they looked more
like tendrils than'fingers, Those who
are familiar ‘with Aifred  kdiuicker
books, Rudyard Kipling's poems or
Burne-Jones' pictures may possibly be
reminded by this description of The
Vampire—but that is another story.”

A few hours after the signing of the
documents' and the paying of the de-
posit, the Peerless Peer and the Elusive
rimpernel had foregatnered at the kin-
press hotel. They had dined, possibly
wined, but in any event were indulg-
ing in’that after-dinner chat which is
so charming a feature in high soclety,
when the Efusive Pimpernel paled, and
shivered, and ‘exhibited all the symp-
toms of collapse.

With much concern, his companion
expreased solicitude, and asked ‘“What
is the matter?”

Now, if this was an ordinary narra-
tive, 1 should have to, drop into the
style of making the Austrian talk like
an Austrian who speaks English with
a foreign accent, and says “Ze” -for
“the,” and “Nevaire,” for ‘‘never,” and
introduces a lot of ether lingual eccen-
tricities. -But, being an. accomplished
gentleman, with .a Cambridge educa-
tion, he spoke as follows:

“Ah, my dear friend, you did not see!
My life is in danger.. (I'here is a man
who 18 seeking to" kill me. I saw him
just now. I cannot’stay here!’ I.must
g0. ,

“You wonder why? I will tell you.
The ladies have always peen my curse.
1 am always in trouble with the ladies,

.In Paris, in Vienna, in Washington,

in Seattle, and now, lately, 1 am ‘in
great trouble with:a lady in Seattle,
and she has a brother, and that brother
has a  friend, and that friend is the
man-I have justiseen, and I know he
seeks my life. I must get away. X
am all broken up. But I will soen be
back. »

“I will go to my sister in Washing-
ton, and I will fix up my business and
gsend all your money trom there. I
will not pay you in instalments; that
is too paitry for me, I will pay all the
money, and then I will take a short
trip to Europe, and then 1 will come
back to the Island.”

Of course, the Peerless Peer, who is
quite capable of defending anyone,
poohpoohed the -iden of injury, aud -
minded the terrified Pimpernel that he
was in Canada, where the law was a
suffictent protector. He went further,
and offered if he would anly peint out
the offender,  that he himself ®vould

glve the latter a specimen of what’

may safely be done to asman under the
Queensberry Rules; but in spite of the
most careful search, the monster could
not be. found.

After inducing the Pimpernel to re-
tire early, the Peerless Pcer. went. to
his own couch—and ‘that is the last

circumstance - decided me to pirate the
type of the Baronness Orczy’s popular
novel ¥ G Na 2

That night the Pimpernel became

‘undoubtedly a Theosophist of high de-

-quaintancée - of - ‘the

— : 5
elusive, and ‘thé "Empress hotel ‘knew
him no more. 5

CHAPTER IX.

The Mahatma. ,

A few ‘days afterwards, whilst the
Peerless Peer was cogitating on all the
remarkable incidents which had engag-
ed his attention for the last few weeks
he received a visit from the Expert.
Needless to say, they compared notes,
and to cut the already long story short
—or at any rate to precipitate the most
dramatic incident in its narration, I
must ask my readers to note that the
Expert invited the Peeriess Peer to a
conference in Vancouver, when pos-
sibly many strange things would be
made plain, and, to use the stereotyped
but not yet obsolete phrase, he might
learn ‘some things which would be to
his advantage.”

Picture tne arrival of the Peerless
Peer in the Terminal city. Picture his
reception, with the heartiest grecting,
by tne Expert. Picture them tramping
wih an alr of eager expectation, at any
rate on the part of tne visitor, along
Hastings street, already sacred to one
of the earlier = expertences of this
strange history. Picture them ascend-
ing three flights of stairs to -an upper
chamber. On the door !s a legend,
*No. 7, The 'Theosophical Society.” The
Expert produces a Kkey, unlocks the
door, and ushers the Peerless Peer in-
to a darkened room.| “The room is
heavily draped with sombre curtains.
At one end is an alter, and .several
imposing chairs carved with Oriental
designs. In. one corner of-.the room,
the figure of a man is dimly seen—a
strong, athletic individual.

Let it not for a moment be supposed

that the heart of the Peer quailed, or |

hat even 1if he suspected treachery he
contemplated anything but that cour-
ageous resistance which is the first
characteristic of his nature, But real-
ly, this is not‘a tragedy, and nothing
of the kind supervened. 2

First, came the startling revelation
that the Xxpert was the leading light
of the local Theosophical: Society. It
Inay not be technically correct;.but to
the: ken ‘of the narrator he may be
classed as a Mahatma.

The man in-the corner was introduc-
ed as Mr. O'Brien, but as he was not
a Mahatma, but a successful miner
and talked prospects instead of mys-
teries, he may be dismissed from the
story, as he shortly was from the room
with the remark of the Peerless Peer,

“lI did-not comne here to talk non-
sense, but business.”

The Expert then proceeded to ex-
plain that the Llusive Pimpernel was

gree, for he had shown himself conver-
sant with all the rites of the order,
and had confided to the Expert details
of thir most secret ritual—which could
have been known only by one initiat-
ed.  The Expert was convinced, even
though he had lent the elusive one the |
five hundred dollars which had been !
paid to-the Peerless Peer, and several
hundred dollars more which had been !
consumed in expenses, that he was all |
right, would undoubtedly return to cgr- |
Ty out his contract, and that temporary |
embarrassment for funds was not an |
uncommon occurrence . even  with
friends of countesses and grand dukes

Truth demands that at this stage I!
should remark that suspicion, for the
first time entered the mind of the|

;Peerless Peer, and he ventared to ask |
he ever saw of the Elusive One, which

a peértinent question. |
“Why.”, he sald to the Expert, “did |
you consent to pose as a long ac-
Austrian, ahd |

why did-you not demur when he told‘

{ this is -not my first stage of
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me again and again in your presence
that you had had many business
transactions with him, and had serv-
ed him frequently.”

The reply of the Expert, I need
hardly say, was perfectly satisfac-
tory to himself, and whether it will be
equally satisfactory to the reader de-
pends entirely upon his attitude to-

| wards Theosophy.

“Oh,” said he, “that may be true;
exist-
ence, and I may have served him time
and again _ in other spheres. 1
wouldn’t doubt {t.”

I suppose, although I must confess

i to.extreme ignorance of such mat-

ters, that the Expert had reference to
other ‘“Astral planes.”

The interview was not prolonged,
nor need the recital be. The Peerless
Peer by this time realized that the
Expert knew no more about the Aus-
trian than he did, and that while he
had suffered personal inconvenience,
he still had his tsland and five hun-
dred dollars, whilst the Expert, thanks
to his profound belief in Theosophy—
or at any rate, in one of its profes-

| gors—was several hundred dollars out.

-EPILOGUE:

No one on the Pacific Coast has

seen the Elusive Pimpernel since he
left the Empress Hotel two . months
ago. The Peerless Peer received a
letter three days after he left, dated
from Spokane, stating that he wason
his way to Washington, where his sis-
ter at the Russian Embassy would
enable him to remit.

The Expert is stilt awaiting the re-
fund of some seven or eight hundred
dollars.

The crate of crockery is still re-
posing on the jetty on the west coast,
and the Island of the Blest is once
‘more in.the market, the option of the
Elusive Pimpernel having expired last
Tuesday.

—0
Baron Tweedmouth Coming.

Liverpool, May 22.—Baron Tweed-
mouth, former first lord of admir-
alty, is another of the distinguished pas-
sengers. who sailed for Canada. 'yester-
day on the Empress of Ireland.

Chicago Pitcher Is Sold.

Chicago,, I1l., May 22.—Pitcher Frank
Owen was yesterday sold by Presi-
dent Comisky of the Chicago American
League club to the Toledo club in the
American association. The consider-
ation for the deal was not announced
other than that it was an out and out
sale.

Tuesday, May 25,

SOKE LAKE BIG
N LIMELIGHT
JGHN

Refusal of City's Offes
Waterworks Company

news Old Proposal But
jection Is Raised

“Go to Sooke Lake

That mandate voiced by the el
when the waterworks question
voted on in 1908 again stares the
c¢il in the face since the Esqu
Waterworks company refused the
offer of $900,000 for the undert
#t Thetis lake and Goldstre
ported in the Evening Post

The formal declaration of >
offer was read last ight beford
streets, sewers, and bridges cor
tee and a discussion followed «
which the Sooke lake proposal caj
in strong limelight. The b
urged was that since the city had
hard work, obtained from the le
ture the right to arbitrate in cg
a refusal, it would seem like a sad
if the opportunity were not take
vantage' of

Company Refuses.

Mr. Lubbe’'s refusal was shor
to the point, merely stating that
consideration of the city's offer]
directors had decided that they
not entertain the proposition.

Alderman Turner believed thd
view of the company’'s refusal,
next step would properly be to
ceed with the arbitration.

Alderman Stewart, while
that he would like to see the
quire the Esquimalt water v
pany’'s holdings. helieved
was too large a one to decid
Since the city made the offer
000 he had been approached by ¢
many ratepayers practica :
whom had stated in no measured
their opinion that the council
made a great mistake in atte
to purchase the Goldstream syst
any such large figure. . He did nd
lieve that there were half a
people in the city who favor s
move. All the ratepayers with
he had come in contact appeard
vorable to Sooke Lake, and he, p
ally, believed that it was a mere
of time to talk to the Esquimalt p
The directors ask $1,300,000 or
abouts for the system, and ha(
clared, he had been informed, t
arbitration proceedings are resor
the, award will be within two per
of that figure. The company’s u
tqk}ngs, Alderman Stewart dec
are not worth anything like
amount, and if the city has to pay
figure for the system, it is not
it. Thetis Lake, according to
man Stewart, is absolutely wort
thing at all. The main to Vi(
West would have to be. rebuilt,
larger pipes, while the whole dis
tion —system. . in Victoria West
have ite be rebuilt..

Go to Sooke Lake.

Alderman Stewart stated that
ratepayers whom he had mef
pointed to the shortage of watey
ing the past two years, and w
had referred them to the inc
supply which the company will hg
reagon of the imprevements a
plant still the ratepayers had urg
necessity of going to Sooke lake.
us wipe the Esquimalt Water
Company’s proposition from o
slate,” urged Alderman Fullertor
referred to the offer of $600,000
the company three years ago.
true, he admitted, that since th
company had spent some $80,000
system, but if the city purchas
system it would have to spen
$400,000 on a new distribution s
and by the time new mains we
and $900,000 paid to the compan)
posing it would accept that figu
city would - be called upon to
in the neighborhood of $1,500,00
that amount the city can go to
Lake.. The city's water expert,
man Raymond stated, had figurg
the cost of acquiring the Gold
plant and laying the necessary
would be about the same as if t
went to Sooke Lake. If a byla
to be submitted to the people
question of whether the Esq
Water Works Company’s under
be purchased, he would sugge!
two D»aillots be prepared, one:
against the purchase and the o
or against the proposition of t
going to Sooke Lake.

Alderman Mable pointed out
ter the trouble incurred in secu
amendment to the act allowing
bitration proceedings in case t
pany refused the city’s offer, i
hardly be the proper thing to
ahead with the arbitration p
ings. He was not so sanguine
lL.ake as a source of supply for t
ten yeurs. Even if the city su
to arbitration it incurred no obl
and whan the award is madac
still does not have to ptrdlias

speople can then sayv what the
But personally he believed arb
proceedings -would result in
being fixed less than that offg
the city.

Advocates Arbitration.

Alderman Turner also urged
priety of going ahead with arb,
proceedings, whlie Water Comnj
er Raymu: stated that from thq
mation which he had at his (
he had figupred that under thd
of arbitration as set forth
amendment to the aat, the co
undertakings are worth $858,
thereabouts, while one of the m
vshile the amendment was und
sideration in :ine legislature, a
peepessed better information t
(Mr. Raymur) had figured t
which the city would be called
pay at $720,000.

Alderman Henderson thou
strange that if the value of t
pany’s undertakings was o
stated above, the company shd
have jumped at the city's offer
000. He would like to see the
quire the company’s system, €
cost $900,000, but the city wd
have the asset the company pg
and if the B. C. Electric Comp3
15,000,000 gallons per day, as it
right te dc under its contract,
would be run dry.

For Sooke Lake.

He wished to remind the cou
the ratepayers have already e
their desire that the city sho
Sooke Lake. The argument
advanced that if the city attg
80 to Sooke Lake there will bg
litigation. He believed that if




