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TWHEN FERNIE BEGAME

A SMOULDERING RUIN

Was But as a House of Cards

Friday, August 7, 1908
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-almost indescribable, s4ys Mrs. Cross-
man

lions. ' 'The  insurance- i guessed -at
about three' and a half millions, and
‘the 'loss.- will run to fully -six million
dollars. 3
the coal company; the CGP.R. the G,
N.R. ‘and the¢ lumber companies. The

will ‘also suffer heavily, even though
‘they ¢arry heavy insurance, The C.

ief ‘are | for Hosmer. L

Of ‘the sufferers the chief s ok X
s Al hortl Lt

through to Michel, but shortly after

Trites Wood Co.; Wholesale merchants, 1 b H ik g 5td . that e

‘Michel bridge was- burned. The train

The. train then pélled out-and made
: Part of that town was in
> it. The
intention "had 'been to .get

AT T
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*" AGAINST SMALLPOX

Teachers Are Instructed to:

r
TWO

OF THE BEST

Ky

then backed agaifi to stop for the nizht
between Hosmer and Fernie, passing
on its way back through the greatest
danger, for they had to pass for about
a mile between blazing brush on both
sides, . The windows of the cars be- ¥
t:a.mgl 80 hot that it w;s 1mpogsible 120 (From Wednesday’s Daily)

touch. them, and the heat and smoke SRR 1 33
were absolutely stifling. All thig time edRega’:s t?avetlizaf‘rhggmtg;l%%g% gg
the foreign women were shrieking pray- hegfth x;ha.::)m R s s
ers at the top of their voices, all add- o

. Dixi Coffee
A blend of the finest ‘old

Government Java and
* Arabian Mocha at

Dixi Tea
Note.d throughottt West-

ern Canada for its fine :

. ;
‘ ! Gereals, tables ang

; Cer! , vegeta
bouquet i ‘ e elements needed fo!
fshment. Yet fruit—thg

chewing' tobacco. A

treméndous favorite
everywhere, because of .
its richness and pléasing

P.R. will lose about half a million, or
may be more.  They lost about 100
cars sand everything they ‘had in
‘Fernie. The G.N.R. lost over 200 cars
of coke and coal. The lumber coms-
panies lost their lmits, their mills,
and. their manufactured lumher to the
extent of twenty-five million feet. The
Iumbering industry is killed for many
a day in the Pass. The insurance

Jin the Path of the Leaping

See That the Children Are
Flames

‘A“.‘ %0 be Nature's
Vaccinated

. Kesping Man Nealthy
i ing Off Dise:
~8 —

s

Cranbrook, B.C., Aug. 3.—The morn-

ing of August first opened clear and
calm in Fernie and later on, about
ten o’clock, Mthe wind began to. pipe

per lb. per lb.

of leather going into our harness is the
best that money can buy. Every bit of
work: is the best that. the highest skil]
c¢an do. Any kind of harmess you buy of
.us you can rely on for quality and you'll
always find the price the lowest possible
for the quality.

Trunks and Valises always on hand.

B.C. SADDLERY C0,, 566 YATES STREET

f  NoTicE
RAYMOND &SONS

613 PANDORA STREET

New Designs and Sty17' in an
kinds of

Polished 0ak Mantels
All Classes of

GRATES

English Enamel and American
Onyx Tiles.

up ' from the southwest. Fernie used|
to sit in the mouth of the pass, the
jaws of which contracted the current
like the tuyeres 6f a smélting furnace;
It is a place around which there should
be a cleared area of at least a mile by
way of a safety belt. The public will
call for those safety belts one of these
days before ‘the terror ‘of the Fernio
experience will have. become . a. me-
mory. 'They will then forget all about
it, and things will slip’ back into the
old style of “anything will do as long
as nothing happens.”

On the morning of the memotable
first of August no .one thought of the
smouldering fires over- to the west of
the city, in' the lmits ¢ the Cedar
Valley Lumber company. Fire had
been prowling around there, but the
rain had put it out twice, the second
time, so they thought. .for keeps, but
the wind woke up the devil of ruin and
destriiction in the ashes.

Danger’s Mutterings.

About -eleven in the morning things
began to look a little threatening, but
nothing to worry abotut. The neigh-
bor’s house was alight, but the chancs
of fortune might head it off, and by
the same token it was a good time to
get something to wash the dust out of
one’s throat. Later the wind grew
stronger, and when it got - away with
a roof off a building under construc-
tion some one thought of the fire down
in the Cedar valley, some six miles
away. Inside of twenty-five minutes
ruin was upon them. It had got its
foot inside what is known as the Goat
ranch, licked across it into the oid
town, over which it passed in a
surge of flame-into the brewery, and
then a . perfect tornado of five flew
from the old town bounds clear into
the centre of .the business district, set-
ting the concerns of Burns and Co. on
fire. The tornado no mere bit of fancy
descriptive work. 'What is meant {s
that ‘when the-fire caught:Fernie the
wind was in truth and fact a perfect
tornado, blowing this way and that,
circling and of strength enough to 1ift
a man of two hundred pounds clear
off- his feet and dash- him-around like
a leaf. That was the kind of wind it
was, the wo;st eyer remembered in

companies will necessarily be heavy
sufferers, the Norwich Union, so it is
said, especially.

Courageous Telegrapher, t

How . it was done by a young chap t
with glasses, who made the trip down
from Hosmer along -the line of the C.
P.R. with an instrument and batteries
will ‘perhaps be told hereafter,” but he i
got ‘'down and cut in a wire just to
windward of the fire.: He selected
the corner near what used to be called
the Park, and- set up his -instrument t
to let the world know -of what had|¢
happened.  First of >all he called up.
Cranbrook, ‘anhd Cranbrook respanded:
The- stréets: became alive with people
that called” for action, ‘and our: mayos;
Jake Fink, a grest ‘quiet ‘man of ters
rible’ ‘eafnestness” When ‘the s Gecasion:
reguires 'it, spoke and the people anw
swered. it, y ; i

Two traing loaded "with
that” experiende could Suggést, "were got|
awdy iaside of an hour. The C.;F. R,
to 'its great credit, be it said, turned its
resources ‘open .tp the public free gratis.

nie on his, say-so. * Soon ar third train
was underway with a perfect horde of
section men;- Italians, Slavs and what-
not aboard, '.And that train carried all
manner of meats, * carcasses of beef,;
hogs and ‘sheép, ‘giVeri by P. Burns &
Co. The manager for that concern here
sent; word to Mayor Tuttle of Fernie
that every ‘beast he had would be killed
on Sunday if the necessity -existed for t
S0 deing.
more. sent for around the country here.
Then the relief committees got to work
to receive the regugees, to house; ¢lothe
and feed them. You should sée our lits
tle city rise to the occasion. You shouid
sce the men and women revel in. the|
luxury . of “doing good to the suffering.
It gave one' a better faith 'in the big-
hearted majority = of . the wonderful
Canadian people. 3

S,

patients who had been, in’ the Fernie
hospital tame in. A staff of doctbrs|
took them in charge anad hurried them |
to the Eugene hospital, where the Sis.
ters of Charity held but hands of heal-
ing to them. Ewven thé patients of our
own institution vacated :their beds -to
provide for those that needed the- beds
more than - théy. did. Then came the
poor. people, and many of those who . a

stopped there for the night.

had spent-. the “night-.in--
with an old rooster: as her companion

ing to the terrible .confusion’ of ‘the
scene. !

After passing through tais fire-belt,
he  train reached a safe part, and
‘While
hey lay there,  condensed. milk was

brought out. from Fernie for the wo-
men and children by volunteers,
spending.a heartrending night of anx-

After

ety and rIhisery the train‘®returned.:to

Fernie op Sunday morning and found
that the fire had burned itself out there
during the 'night.

They found that
he building where they had beenion
he. previous ‘eyening had not ' been

burneéd - after ajly thanks ito the herolc
and untiring efforts of firemen to whom
sufficient -praises cammot be givén for

he' desperatetand ‘saccessful fight tbey

put up againkt ;:xhé flames.

The ruins presented ’a most m’elé‘n-

chaly. spectacley Invnearly every case
: nothing was léft: excépt the walls dnd
everything | even “thése inmnjost/icases had disap-
peared.
bris;  trunks, beds and other ‘belong-
ings -which had-been pulled on to tns
Our mayor ran the system east to Fer-|streéets in the Hope of saving
were all- charrefl: masses of ‘cinders.
The dead bodied of horses were.also
lying here

The  streets. were full” of de-
them,

d -there.

The  dead dies ‘of ' several little

girls had been found in' different parts
of the “city and ‘there are
many that have mnot been found.
one part of the bush sixty men and

doubtless
In

wo women are safd to' have been suf-

And they. were. killed. and{rocated to death through attempting to

ayve themselves by

. backsetting the

fire.

In the midst of all thése scenes of

misery there were.not.wanting a few
amusing ‘incidents. There was
lady who had been able to save noth-
ing' but-her .little pet '‘dog, and who
went about petting it and saying:
About. 11 o'clock the first train with.saved my dog, my
God I saved him.”,

one

oy
precious pet; thank

Another who had carried away her

old tom cat kept saying: “Do. look at
my poor cat;
poor dear.” S

why it's' quite worn out,

And ' there was ‘one little girl who
the “‘woods

appearance in several paris of the ;

province, ‘and in order to/prevent any|

possibility ‘of ‘an- epidemic of ‘the'
dread disease among the children up-»
on the reassembling 'of school, a .cir-

cular leétter has been sent out .to the

Secretaries of the varfous.:beards of |

school trustees throughout the pro-

vince. "Such a contingency has been
provided for by statute, and:the teach-
ers are instructed to enforce the -pro-

visions .of - the  act. .

The' letter reads as follows:

To ‘the Secretary, Board of . School
Trustees: |
Sir:—I beg to inform you that noti-

ficdtion has been ' received  from the

provincial board 'of health that Jow= |
ing to the prevalence of small-péx -
in""many ‘parts ‘of “the province; " sec-

\
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‘DIXI H. ROSS & COMPANY

Up-to-date Grocers

1317 Government Street

Tels. 52,1052 and 1590

Where You Get the Best Things to Eat and Drink

tion 15 'of the regulations of that ‘boarad

adopted ‘the 6th: of February, 1960, {s:
to’* be -enforced.”  Section 15 -of the’,
regulations-reads ‘as follows: vk
“15. It:.is’ new deemed:* necessary,
and -is: hereby ordered, ‘that teachers
In' publie- schools or ‘colleges ‘shall re-
quire a‘certificate of successful :vac-
cination, frém 'each child attending at
such school or:college, or. g certificate
that such child is at that present time
Insusceptible to vaccination: . The cer=
tificates shall be presented on demand
to the 'teacher or other proper au-
thority.” : i
You are hereby requested to give
due "notice of this regulation to. the
teachers in the employ of your board
and to instruct them to demand cer-
tificates as called for from every child
presenting ‘himseélf at school. :
Exceptions to this rule may be made
in ‘favor of the child or children of
parents who object from conseclentions
motives to having their children vac-
cinated. In - all' cases>where 'such
valid objection is’'offéered as a reason:
for -the * non-compliance - with “section
15 the child must present to the teach-

RedJacket Pumps

Phone 59 ..

. 4Sq Easy to Fix”

For Sale:by

Winc;lNMills

The Hickman Tye Hardware Co., Ltd.

. Victoria. B. C. Agents

. 544-546 Yates St.

er-a‘ writtenstatement from' his par-
ents. giving clearly 'the reason for non<
compliance. J

All. communications and inqairies
regarding ‘the comnulsorvy vaccination
of ‘clifldren should be ‘addressed to the
Secretary 'of the ProvincialsBoard of
Heéalth, Vietoria. ¢

quaintances. - €
quarters are at Nelson and his dis-
trict comprises
Kootenays.

At present . his
the

whole
He repor{‘s

of

head~

the
that, conditions
throughout:-that section are flourish-
ing; in a comparative sen@e, there be-
1ing a marked improvement over the

_._'

the free school ‘books, which the pro-
vineial government intends furnishing
the school children .of British Colum-
bia, ' comimeéncing on the Te-assembly
of the, schools after the summer holi-

days.
M,

Gillis *will, sSpend 'several weeks

wery little food value—IJ
absolutely necessar

th.
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‘ & :f'ccmpa.nlel Act
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¥ CANADA:

ovince of British C
ngHIS i8 TO CERTI
@Grand Trunk Pacific Td

ing Company, Limited
and lcensed to carry on
the Province of British
to carry out or effect a
objécts of the Company
legislative authority of
of British Columbia ex
. The head office of the
gate at the City of M
Erovince of Quebec.

The amount of the
Company -is five million
into fifty- thousand sha:
dred dollars each.

The head office of
this Province is situate
Krnest. Vietor  Bodwel
law, “‘whose -address is

is the attorney for
ven under my han
office at Victoria, Pre

which ‘has doubtless ;been put 10  a
different use -‘by!-this time. A
:Mrs. Crossman-‘speaksalso of many
who'had to ford the river te reachia
piace of safety Where were womén,
vied With the others: to see which ‘Would, | te6, Who*had tolds this, -and it is fear-
at their own' expense, best provide -for ed that many who Wwent down to the
Syery. decessity. - Meantime. the VBRious | viyef o' sacaps’ the scérching Heat oply

committees were organized, and .as fast. 4 L L PO RANR 3 3
ag the refugees came in they.were made | Went té'their déath forithe brush was

Ceolumbia, this 25th day
%houa&nd nine hundred

(L.B) 8 X
Registrar of Joint 8
The pbjects for whil
lias beeh established ang
To acquire in any m
any estate- or interest
part of the  Dominion
to improve such lands

Fernie.

H. E. YOUNG.:

Minister .of Education.

INSPECTOR GILLIS -

few hours before 'were rich enough in.
this world’s ‘goods, But who Were now
as poor ‘as  the ‘poorest.’ Thedtres,
churches, gtorés and® public: halls were
flurg open. All ‘the Triendly -societies

period of tHe finan€ial stringency. The
farmers' are looking forward to reap-
ing bumper. crops and outsiders “in
larger: numbers than for. .many sea-
sons are' taking up land. <Inspector
Gillis« states that, even’ in the :short

here before leaving again for. the in-
terior: i Lah -

-OFFERS SUBSCRIPTION

Govorn‘or-GoI)er;al Wi,lh;s to "'Contri-
bute to Fund for Fernie

Full line of all fireplace goods.

. “Lime, Porfland  Cement, Plas-

‘ter of Paris, Building and Fire

Brick, Fire Clay, etc,, always on
band.

Fire’s Fierce Leaps. 3

Burns :&. Co. was on fire. Then what
one man- called 'a blanket of flame
seemed to leap across from Burns’
| buildings to the Roman Catholic
church, and then the houses began to
catch up wind from the fierce radiant
heat.’ "Left’ and right before the wind

“TheSprotsSoaw:
BUSIVESS
YL

'VANVOUVER,. B. C.
OSSR HRTIIIGE ST W,

- Offers 3 Thalea ¢t 2 10 4 pagans

To every graduats. Students aiweys In
B <) Demand.

Commeércia, Pitmpan. an’ Gregg Shorté
Telegraphy, Typewriti (on  the

six standard makes of machines), and
taught by competent speciai-

H. J. SPROTT, B.A., Principal.
B o BRI opaas sy Sy et
» o ¥ TEeEE. or o

G. SKINNER. Pitman Shorthand.

Corrig College

ass BOARDING College

to 15 years. Refinements
of well-appointed Gentleman’s home in
%:;ely BEACON HILL

land-is of malign and sinister habits,

You intended to buy this
) . Fall -

H still in the notion come
and‘»s}ee us. AR S A

Wetthave an interesting
proposition ito. make' to-you:"
that will save 'you money:

 Fletcher Bros

1231 Government Street 3

. CONVEY THEIR REGRETS

Premier ' Mc¢Bride ' Receives Message
* ‘From Winston Churchill * ‘

The premier has received through the
governor-general the following mes-
sage of sympathy from the Right. Hon.
Winston Churchilly presidént of the
board of trade:

“Cannot. .refrain, . after . our .many
pleasant meetings over here, ' from
sending you expression : of my most
sincere Sympathy with you in your
anxiety and with the people of B. C. iin
their misfortune.” A

Premier McBride replied as follows:
~ Victorfa, B. C., Aug. 4, 1908.
His Excellency, the Governor-General,

Ottawa, Ont. ;

Will feel .graeful it you will convey
to Right Hon. Winston Churéhill very'
high appreciation of his message, and
on behalf of the péople of British Co-
lumbia thank him for his kindly sym-
pathy. RICHARD M'BRIDE.

A telegram from Mayor D'Arcy Scott;
“Ottawa, states that the city of Ottawsa
hag voted $2,000 to the British Colum-
bla fire sufferers. Premier Whitney
of Ontario has also wired the premier
asking for details of the fire and what
reilef seems to be necessary,

The following telegram has been re-
ceived by Simon Leiser as president
of the local board of trade: e Wl

Your expression of Sympathy gréatly
appreciated. Would greatly appreciate
any-eash donations available.

W, W."TUTTLE, Mayor.
e )

| fly from ' that racing stream  of ruin.

| number “of ‘hy i
't of being -at ‘this- minute a flag station

and - ‘behind the ‘wind leaped the fire,
Never was there a horse that eould

Fernje was gone inside of-ten minutes
andﬁthat clity, the home of seven fhou-
E +Deople, *a.‘eentre of progress and
:.;ganclng-mdustry, was in its death
agonies. Thereafter the tale of ruin
was to be told, not by what wasg de-
stroyed, but_ by the pitiful trifie that
remained. Ié[x%‘me,_ fortune, property

gone. -The vital matter was to
save the life. You or I might think
 that you could so much acdorplish
"with some calm, but ;When a torrent
of  panic stricken,. 'foreigmers.: ‘come
pouring out’ on ‘a similar mission fly-
ing howling, beastlike, the panie be-.
comes a riot. Children were trampled.
down by the heavy shoes of craven,
brutes who ran breathlessly to a shel-
ter for their hides.” To the hills and
river, but mostly to the latter, withits
cool island and bars,
somehow, men,” women and the
little children,
multitude,

the  ‘poor
of - whom there was:.a
The good men stayed and
fought the fire best as they might and
did things heroic, forgetting all about
them because the necessity was to
fight on. But the foe was not to be

beaten this time.

Valley of Death.

The - Kootenay Indians,
enough, call the
Death. ° No, use to seek the why or
tlie "wherefore; “that iis its name, and
not an Indian of them 'will erect a
tepee in it. They ‘say it is cursed

strangely

begotten of the spirit of its prefiding
'genjus. De&th “Hes: in” wait’ there,
they think:: They'say that somie time
the mountains will close in: Taking
note 'of ‘the happenings at #rank, at
‘the other end of the pass, thé old men
especially shake their heads and pre-
dict things for thq whité men in the
pass. Twice béfore was Fernieswept
by fire -and ‘sore distressed, but the
third visitation left not a trace be-
hind. The work of the fire spirit was
thorough “and complete, Feérnie''is no
more.. * It “is erased from ;the map,
and -not, as far as population and the
es is'.concerned, worthy

on the C.P.R. - But her men will call
her into life again, ;watch you and

see.
its Awful Sweep.
At eight o’clock in the eveéning when
the work of destruction Wwas over, the'

fire went on up theé valley to"the very .

summits of the mountains on each
side of the Elk river as if to .make
an end of Hosmer and Michel, but at
that hour the wind had fallen to.a
very little ' breeze. Good . people
who ‘never seen 'a forest fire at
close ‘and dangerous  range, .don’t
have any ambition for the experience,
At 8 oclock of the evening of Aug.. 1
there was not a single business  con-
cern, shop, store, bank. office, church
or Jail in existence, in what was g/
few hours before Fernie. ' There re-
mained by actual count two and twen-
ty buildings, consisting. of a cluster
of residences down at the - extreme
west.end. 'Some ten or these dre littie
painted cottages, one “storey congcerns,
and ‘a few .are ‘ good residences
amongst them those of Dr. Bonneli,
W. R. Ross,. M.P.P., and :Sherwood
Herchmer. - With them escaped the
offices of the coal company, the ware-
house of the Trites Woods Co. and the
depot and water tower of the G. N.
rallroad. In plain terms, the damage
can be ' gauged by what remains
rather than what is gone. ' 'In g city
that could accommodate from seven
to nine thousand peoplé there is not
accommodation now for ‘a hundréd. Of
the ‘ruined concerns, only the walls
remain of the Bank of Commerce, tge
post office ‘and one or 'two back walls
of so-called fireproof storeg. It is
the very mockery of the heory of
fireproofing. . The city. might just as
well Bave beefi of match wood. Cement
and ‘steel girders went the: way of
paper.
Enormous Loss.

They got tHere |-

pass the Valley of|

> ‘thought , they would

‘comtortable. "Many of them were never.
s0 comfortable before, 4
Offers of Aid. % e

The news got to the outsidé,and Spo-
kane,.  Nelson, Moyie, R sland,
Kaslo called for us' to se
could aecommodate. They: tg? sent .o
relief. “Spokane sent’ éne cariohd Value
'fof - $5/000. "-Afiother I8 WO Lollew and
the. searetary . of. the- ehamber iof; cams:]
mexce; of ‘that elty says we have but te .
name .our,requirements: and. we will
have the money. Littlc gallant Moyie
called .for 250 people. They Wwould pro~
vide for them. -And they did so in &
splendid style. Nelson got' jealous of
other places and 'sald we ' were ‘hiving'
up our refugécsand aot sending” themy
enough. This 1s 'a safmple of Britigh
Columbia and' Washington for you: Now
comes Idaho trying %o share in the good:
work: (We shall have a, great struggle
‘on- our. hands, but we. shall accomplish
our. duty easily when we have. such a
backing as is mentioned. ey

‘We -are providing for about 3,000 peo-
ple who for all practical purpases  are;
destitute. The-ladies have opened a ‘bu-
reau for the: special ‘necessities of the
women and . children. The foreigners
are trying to make the best of the situ. -
ation by getting their babies clothed
and then stripp:}; them to get another

supply. It bas its’ humorous aspetts. .
We have amusenients i full blasts for |
the young people, and a baseball game |
is' on -bhetween ‘thie kids of Cranbroek
and the kids from the outside. o

Jdce cream is being handed out at the
‘street corners for the little people,- and
ice “water 'is'on tap everywhere.  Wel
have sefit on severaul cars of Jumber to
help put up dll the temporary shelterg
for ‘stores, ete., that the Fernte people
may  require. 1S S

Calgary, ' Alb., Aug. . '4.~There "haye
Jjust arrived here from devastated ¥er-
nie ‘two ' Survivors, Mrs. George Cross-
man and her sister, Miss Maud ‘Hogan,
Who relate a thrilling story of the aw-
ful sufferings through which the "peo-
ple of .the stricken town passeqa on
| Saturday night last, bek o

On ‘Saturddy .aftérnoon Mrs, Cross-
man and her sister were engaged in the
ordinary work of the house, ‘when Mr.
Crossman came ‘in ‘to say that: the fire
which had been raging in the bush for
the last few.days ‘was-threatening the
city itself. Hastily they collebted: the.
few things that it'was possible to take,
‘and with Mrs. . Crossman ‘carrying her
little .baby, they:ai]. tookrefuge in the
Western ‘Canada ‘Wholesale company’s
new fireproof building, where it was
be safe.from the
terrible flames which ‘were, then rising
from every paft of the doomed town.
Soon, however;. the awful shower of
sparks and burning pieces of woed be-
gan to have effect on the bullding, and
it was decided to remove all the women
across to the freight sheds; where a
train was being made up to carr
them ‘to a place of safety, if .such couk
be found. Mrs. Crossman waited un-
til: the 'very last, as hér husbsnd
thought that they would be safer where
they were than anywhere éise. At last
the outlook became 8o threatening that
it became ‘imperative for them’ to seek
another place of safety. : 5
They therefore detefmined to cross
to ‘the sheds, ‘which were a mass. of
flames, ' and . board " the train,” Mrs.
Crossman and her: sistér were both
soaked Wwith water, and the baby:was
wrapped up in a wet blankeét, that its
clothes might not catch fire ofi the way
across, > g )

The journey was made in safety, and
when they reached the train  their
clothes were quite ary, and as the dis-
tance ‘'was only across the street it may
be Imagined how great 'was the heat,
On the train were men, women and
children-of all nationalities, all mixed
Up together and sitting three and even
four on a seat. The babel of sounds|
Wwas terrible, men ghouting, and frantic,
hysterical women separated from their
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