5

“Province’s Brief In Appeal of
Tomey Homma to Privy
: Council,

“

The following in regard to the Tomey
Homma case, recently decided in favor
of the province, will be read with in-
terest :

i - Victoria, B. C., June 29, 1901.

Chrisfto her RoT])ins&n, Esq.il K.C., Bank
0! lontrea Abchurch- Lan

+  London, Eng’land. X
. IN RE TOMEY HOMMA.

Sir: T was much pledsed to be ad-
vised by your telegram of the 27th in-
stant that the province has secured your
S2rvices upon the argument of this ap-
peal, I telegraphed you yesterday that
you will be able to get your brief “roi
{Messrs. Gard, Rook & Winterbotham,
©of 2 Gresham buildings, Basinghail
street, London, who are acting as soli-
icitors  herein for the government of
British Columbia. 'As scon as you have
perused your brief you will see that che
‘broper determination of the question in-
fvolved_m this appeal is a matter of
grave importance for all the provinces
of the Dominion, .and in an especial de-
:gg‘:e for the province of British Colum-
bia.

+ Between 1881 and 1891 the average
Dopulation of this province was 75,000,
made up of
‘Whites . ...
Indians

L]

The Chinese and Japanese population
consists almost exclusively of adult
mgles, wh.o are rapidly becoming natur-
alized British subjects. During the
ear, 1,083 Japanese and 83 Chinese
avere mnaturalized. These men become
British subjects in name only. They
are l:xrge}y of the coolie class and’come
‘here to work for a few years. As soon
as they have accumulated a small sum
of money they return to their native
land, and others take their place. To
confer the franchise upon such . men
iwould be an act of extreme folly. Hav-
Ing no real interest iz the country, and
mo knowledge of its political institu-
tions, their votes would become an arti-
«cle of merchandise. The offence of per-
sonation would flourish unchecked, as “t
is about as difficult for'a Canadian to
distinguish cnre Jap or Chinaman from
another as it is to distinguish one pea
from another. Even if they exercised
the franchise properly, it is intolerable
that these foreign races, which can!
never be assimilated with,our popula-
tion, should in many constituencies de-
termine who shall represent. the people
in_the legislature.

Doubtless it was considerations such
as the above which induced the legisla-
ture of this province to pass Statute No.
2 of the year 1875, assented to on the
22nd of April of that year, sections 2
and 3 of which are as follows:
» “l No Chinaman or Indian shall
have his name placed on the register of
voters for any electoral district, or be
entitled to vote at any. election of a
member to serve in the legislative as-
sembly of this province. Any collector
of auny electoral district, or polling divi-
sion thereof, who shall insert the name
of any Chinaman or Indian in any such
register, shall, upon convictipn thereof
before auy justice of the peace, be liable
to be punished by a fine not exceeding
fifty dollars, or to be imprisoned for
any period not exceeding one month.

“2. In every electoral district or polling
division thereof, the collector therefor
shall, on or before the first day of June,
- 1875, strike off the name of every China-

man now on the list of voters for his
district or polling division thereof; and
any collector who shall neglcet or re-
fuse to strike off any such name, or shall
insert the name of any Chinaman or In-
dian in any such register, shall, upon
conviction thereof before any justice of
the peace, be liable to be punished by a
fine not exceeding fifty dollars, or to be
imprisoned for any period not exceed-
ing one month.”
{ In the Consolidated Acts of 1888 the
above provisions appear as section 3 of
chapter 388 of the Provincial Voters
Act. It was after 1888 that the Jap-
anese began to come to this province in
large numbers, so it is not until 1895
that express provision was made for
their exclusion from the registers of
voters. ‘This was done by section 2 of
chapter 20 of the year 1895, which re-
enacts section'3 of the Provincial Voters
Act as follows:

“3. No Chinaman, Japancse or Indian
shall have his name placed on the regis-
ter of voters for any electoral district, or
be entitied to vote at any election o s
member to serve in the legislative as-
sembly of this province.: Any collector
of any electoral distriet, or polling divi-
sion thereof, who shall insert the name
of any Chinaman, Japanese or Indian in
any such register, shall, upon convietion
thereof before any justice of the peace,
be liable to be punished by a fine not ex-
ceeding fifty dollars, or to be imprison-
ed for any period not exceeding one
month.”

This last amendment is now section
8 of :chapter 67 of the Revised Statutes
of British Columbia, 1897, being the
Provincial Elections Act, and is the en-
actment in question in this matter, By
section 3 of said chapter 67 the ex-
pressions “Chinaman,” “Japanese” and
“Indian” are defined as follows:

“The expression “Chinaman’ shall
mean any native of the Chinese empire
or its dependencies not born of British
parents, and shall include any person of
the Chinese race, naturalized or not:

“The expression ‘Japanese’ shall mean
any native of the Japanese empire or
its dependencies mot born of Brt'sh
parents, and shall include any person of
the Japanese race, naturalized or not;;

“The expression ‘Indian’ shall mean
any person of pure Indian blood.”

It is provided by Article IV. of the
Constitution of the United States that
the citizens of each state shall be en-
titled to all privileges and immunities of
citizens in the several states. Tn dis-
cussing this provision, Von Holst, in
his work on the Constistutional Law of
the United States, at page 249, says:

‘“Political rights, such as the fran-

. chise, the right to hold office, etc., are
mnever an unconditional result of citizen-
ship. This is evident from the fact
that they are always withheld from
minors, and almost without exception
from women. The fourth article speaks
only of privileges and immunities which
are conditioned upon the right of citi-
zenship. Political rights are, consequent-
Iv. excluded. ‘These are always and in
all flaces inseparably bound up with
the legal domicila.”

Our juages nave considered section 15
of the Naturalization Aect a stumbling
block in the way of the provincial con-
tention in this matter, as it confers up-
on an alien to whom a certificate of nat-
uralization is granted ‘“alt political and
other ‘ rights, powers and privileges to
mwhich a natural-born British subject is
entitled within Canada.” The only title
a  mnatural-born British subject . has
to the exercise of the provincial fran-
chise is contained in some provincial
act. The provincial legislation may not
confer any title because the British snb-
ject in question canmot read or write, or
because he comes from some portion of
the Empire in which the people are
deemed to have so little kmowledge of'
our institutions that the legislatfire has ]
mot considered it safe to give them who
take up their -residence here the fran-
chise. ‘What is there to prevent the
legislature from enacting that British
subjects bora in China and Japan shall
not have the franchise if they become
residents of thir province?

. 1If, then, the legislatnre says that Chi-
nese, Japanese and Iudians shall not

natu 3 h o~ g e
‘right or privilege. o ?I%
‘only a comparatively small
‘ish subjects in any in
to vote, and that cias may
formed in any way the 1 ta
it does mot include the npative races
of China and Japan, even
be naturalized British subjects, i
+The members of the full ' court of
this province have felt themselves con-
strained by the decision of the lords of
the privy -council in Union Colliery
company v.' Bryden (1889), A.C. 580,
to hold that the said enactment as to
a naturalized Japanese is ultra vires
of this legislature, as it trenches uo.n
the Dominion power to legislate as to
naturalization. If the cﬁnvy couneil had
contemplated that su a uence
would logically follow from th de-
cision, I doubt very much whether it
would have been given against the prov-
ince, If the Dominion has Iiractlca‘jiy
the right to confer the franchise u@on
12,000 adults of the . people of
this province, then the sovereign powaors
conferred upon this province by the B.
N. ‘A. Act has become largely a delu-
sion and a snare. . I am convinced that
the people of this provinge never wowid
have consented to enter into confede“a-
tion had it been suggested that the Do-
minion would have any, even the
slightest .imaginable, control over tae
provincial franchise.. . . Everything is
based upon and controlled by the right
to vote. Up to the present time the
provincial legislature has granted or
withheld this privilege from classes or
individuals, 'in any‘ way it has deemed
best in the public interest; but ‘if the

)| decision appealed from-is good law, it

cannot avoid couferring - this most
important right wupon a large 'and
ignorant class, which it deems utterly
upfit for its exercise, although there 3
no provision in our constitution similar
to the fifteenth amendment to that of
the United States, which forbids de-
nying to citizens the right to vote on
account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude. No more import-
ant question arising out of the B. N. A.
Act. could come up for determimation,
and I must ask for it your very best
attention.
Should the decision appealed from be
upheld, a curious state of affairs would
result. I think there is no doubt that
the legislature was quite within its pow-
ers in enacting that the names of Indians
should not be placed on any register of
voters. In Gibb v. White, 5 Ont. Prac-
tice Reports, p. 315, Mr. Dalton held
that “there is a marked difference be-
tween the position of Indians in .the
United States and in this province
(Ontario). There the Indian is an alien,
not a citizen. In this province Indians
are subjects.” In that case it was held
that an Indian who_ had never been
franchised, and, who, from time to time,
received his portion of the annual pay-
ments from the property of his trﬂ)e,
was qualified to be reeve of a township.
This decision as to the status of In-
dians was &}]pproved by Rose, J., in
Johnson v. Jomes (26 ‘0. R., 109). It
would be very anomalous if thls‘ prov-
ince could legally withhold the  fran-
chise from the Indian race, born Brit-
ish subjects, but could not deny this
privilege to Japanese and Chinese, Brit-
ish subjects merely by naturalization.
‘Chief Justice McColl, apart from con-
siderations binding upon him, thougat
‘“that the authority of the Dominion par-
liament became exhausted with the mat-
uralization, and that the person mnat-
uralized passes under the control of
the provincial legislature to the same
extent as if born a British- subject.”
If the line between~the provincial dnd
federal jurisdictions suggested by the
Chief Justice be once passed, I know
of no other place where it can be drawn.
To show you some of the ramifica-
tions of this Mongolian question as
regards the legislation of this province,
I send you herewith a copy of a report
I recently made to the lientenant-gover-
nor in council upon certain acts to whick
exception was taken by the cousul at
Vancouver of His Imperial Japanese
Majesty. I also send you an extract
from the speech of Mr. Martin, the
leader of the opposition in our House,
delivered after the full court had given
judgment in this ‘ease, and coples of
the reports made to me by Mr. Wilson,
K.C., in which he ontlines the argu-
ments he made use of before our fui!
court in support of the impugned pro-
vincial legislation. :
My London agents inform me that this
case will probably not be heard until
November. You will, therefore, have
ample time to prepare your argument.
I shall be most happy to supply youa
with any information you 1:n.ayr require
in the preparation of yonr brief,

i ‘D. M. EBERTS,

Attorney-General.

MR. EBERTS’ Iéli)EORT TO COUN-

To His Homor, the LieutenantiGover-
nor in Council:

The undersigned, to whom has been
referred a despatch from the _office
of the Secretary of State to His Honor
the lieutenant-governor, enclosing copies
of four despatches from His Ir}lperlal
Japanese Majesty’s consul at Vancoa-
ver, respecting certain acts passed py
the legislature of the Province of Brit-
ish Columbia at its last session, has
the honor to make the folowing report
upon the said legislation:— 5

In the despatch bearing date the 15Lh

day of February, 1900, from His Im-
perial Japanese Majesty’s consul to His
Excellency the governor-general, excep-
tion is taken to the pYovisions of certain
bills which were submitted to the leg-
islature of British Columbia at the ses-
sion held in January and February of
this year. As none of these bills be-
came law, it is unnecessary for the un-
dersigned to deal with the subject-mat-
ter of this despatch.
In his despatch’of the 1st day of Sep-
tember, 1800, to His Excellency, the
governor-general, His Imperial Japanese
Majesty’s consul complains of the pro-
visions of the following four acts pas-
sed at the session of the legisiature of
British Columbia held in July and
Aungust of this year:

1. ‘An act relating to the employment
on works carried on under franchises
granted ‘by private acts.”

This_act, of which the short title is
the “Labor Regulation Act, .
now chapter 14 of the statutes of 1900.
it provides that employers of labor who
are carrying on works under franchises
granted by the legislature of British
Columbia shall be liable to a penalty
for employment on*said works of work-
men -who ate unable to read the said
act in a language of Europe.

The undersigned submits that this leg-
islation is quite as much in the compe-
tence of a provincial legislature as an
act which provides that -pupils shall
not be admitted to any high school until
they have attained a certain proficiency
in Tatin or- some of the living lan-
guagesg of Europe,

‘Complaint is made that the operation
of this act may be to exclude Japanese
from certain employment. Eyen shouid
it have this effect, it is submitted that
the legislature of this province has a

kind specified in this act, it deems proper
to the gront of a franchise, and that its
will should not be overridden by the Do-
minion government. His Imperial Jon-
anese Majesty’s consul urges that this
regulation is not intended as an edn-
cational test on account of the provisinns
of section 3 of the aect, which js as fol-
lows:

3.“This act shall not apply to any per-
son possessed of a certificate in the form
set out in schednle A to this aect annex-
ed, and signed by the provincial secre-
tary or any officer appointed by the
lientenant-governor in council for the
purposes of this act.

“SCHEDULE A,

“Province of British Columbia,
“This is to certify that 5
of , aged A
by trode or calling a 1

is
ﬁg and proper person to be employed as

right to attach any conditions, of the 29

class of Brit-|'
that has the | other

deems proper, and according to oar 'aws|W
they |

act. y ;

Amnother view of this section is that it
authorises the issue of certificates to per-
sons who may not be able to satisfy
the test, in order to obviate the hard-
ship that might, er certain circum-
stances, ibe entailed upon employers by
a strict enforcement of it.

If, for example, ‘a contractor were
uvable -to secure the services of work-
men who could read the act in a lan-
guage of Eurepe, on this bei made
10 appear to the satisfaction of the pro-
vincial secretary, he might, under the

on in guestion, issue certificates to
| workmen unable to satisfy the  test.

Whatever view is taken of section 3
it is submitted that it affords no ground
for attacking either the legality or the
propriety of the act.

2. “An act to regulate the immigra-
tion into British Columbia.”

This act, of which the short title is
the “British Columbia Immigration act,
1900,” is now chapter 11 of the statutes
of 1900. It prohibits the immigration
into British lumbia of persons who
are umable to satisfy a prescribed edu-
cational test. Ample discretionary
power is conferred upon the provinciai
secretary to issue certificates exempt-
ing certain persons from the operation
of the act. There is, therefore, no dan-
ger of the movements of the 3apanese
merchants and travelers.being interfer-
ed with as is feared by His Imperial
Japanese ‘Majesty’s consul.. It should
be assumed that the power conferred
will be intelligently exercised. = The
framer of the act was very careful not
to trespass “upon the Dominion doms’n,
as sub-section (f.) of section 2 provides
that this legislation shall not apply to
‘any persons, the terms of whose entry
into (Canada have been fixed, or whose
exclusion from !Canada has been ordered,
by any act of the parliament of Canada.
The ‘act, therefore. seems clearly
within the powyers counferred upon the
provinces relative to immigration by
section 95 of the ‘“British North Amer-
ica Act.” 'The legislature of this prov-
ince, it is submitted, is ‘the best Judge
of the policy of such legislation. The
mempbers of the,legislature have an inti-
mate knowledge of the conditions obtain-
ing in this province, and their views,
‘which have found expression in this act,
should not be slightly disregarded.

8. “An Act toRevise and Consolidate
the Vancouver Ineorporation Act.”
This act, which is chapter 54 of the
statutes of 1900, constitutes the charter
under-‘which the municipal affairs of the
city of Vancouver are mow earried on.
The; objection of ‘His Imperial Majesty’s
consul’ to this aet is, that section 7 pro-
vides: that no Chinaman, Japanese or
Indian shall be entitled to vote at any
municipal election for, the election of
mayor or alderman. :

Hitherto the privilege of voting ° at
provincial or municipal elections has
been given to, or ‘withheld from, individ-
uals or classes aecording to the views
that have, from time to time, prevailed
in the legislature. The undersigned is
unable to think of any epecies of leg-
islation, interference with which, by the
Dominion authorities, 'will be more deep-
ly resented than legislation conferring
this franchise. ‘At the present time the
legislature withholds from women the
privilege of voting at provincial elect-
ions.

There is no doubt that this large class
of British subjects can be legally treat-
ed in this way, and yet it is held in
some quarters that because some China-
men and Japanese have become Brit-
ish subjects by naturalization, a provin-
cial legislature cannot withhold from;
them 'the voting franchise. In other
words, it is contended that the legisla-
ture of British Columbia is powerless,
legally, to prevent Asiatics who are Brit-
ish subjects or British citizens in no
true sense of those terms, from exercis-
ing the electoral franchise, although the!
legislature may legally refuse to confer
this right upon British <women, or any
other class of British subjects, except
persons 'who have been naturalized.
The undersigned has no doubt that
such a proposition is not law, and that
the legislature of this province has the
right to confer or withhold the electoral
franchise in any way it deems fit. &

4. “An Act respecting Liquor Licen-
ses.’

This act, the short title of which is
the “Liquor License act, of 1900,”. is
now chapter 18 of the statutes of 1900.
Section 22 of this act provides that mo
license to sell intoxicating liquor shall
be granted in any locality unless a pe-
tition in favor of the granting of 2
license, signed by at least two- thirds
of the householders of the locality, be
presented to the proper board of license
commissioners. Sub-section (g.) of sue-
tion 2 enacts that the term ‘“house-
holder” does not include Mongolians or
Indians; and sub-section (h) of the same
section has a similar provision with
respect to the word “inhabitants.”

The effect of this legislation is, that
Mongolians and Indians are mnot - con-
sulted about the granting of  licenses,
and they are mot counted as inhabitants
in determining, under seetion 44 of the
act, the amount of fee to be paid by the
applicant. There is nothing in the act
to prevent Japanese from obtaining li-
censes.

‘His Imperial Japanese Majesty’'s con-
sul appears to think’ that some wrong
will be done to his race should the word
“Mongolian,” as in the above section,
be held to include Japanese. The un-
dersigned observes that the interpreta-
tion to be placed upon the term ‘Mon-
golian” should be left to the courts, and
that even in the event of the courts hold-
ing that the term includes Japanese,
there- is, 'in this case, no necessity for
the exercise of the power to disallow
legislation in this province.

D. M. EBERTS,
Attorney-General.
Dated this 14th day of December, 1900.
——

COMMITTED TO
STAND HIS TRIAL

Walter Lori.rcr Will Have to
Appear Before the Higher
: Court.

Walter Lorimer was committed for
trial in the Police court yesterday morn-
ing on the charge of stealing goods to
the value of $900 from the firm of Tur-
ner, Beeton & Co. The only evidence
taken by Magistrate Hall was that of
Mr. Thompson, manager for 'Turner,
Beeton & 'Co. He stated that after the
discoveries made on Monday, December
, when—as has been stated, he discov-
ered goods being taken to the store of
Kircheimer and no entry made on the
firm’s books—he called the accused in-
to his office, and Lorimer then admitted
having sent the geoods to Kircheimer
without making an entry in the firm’s
books. He had also made a-list of the
£oods thus sent to Kircheimer. On the
following morning, when witness -and
Detective ‘Perdue called on the ac-
cused at the ‘lock-up, he added other
g0ods to that on the list furnished, and
said that Kircheimer had-given him half
price or the goods, and sometimes less,
The accnsed had mo anthority to dis-
dose of goods in this way. "Witness de-
scribed the usnal method of doing busi-
ness, and told of how invoices were
either mailed to or given to purchasers
by the firm.

The accused was asked if he had any-
thing to .sav, and said he wounld not
make any statement at the present

Death of Mrs. Charles H. Sharp, an
0ld Resident of Victoria. v

- Mrs, Charles H. Sharp died at her
residence, Hill street, on?gl‘huudaya She
was Tl years of age, and a native of
Mississippi. She leaves a husband and
two sons and one daughter to mourn her
loss. Her funeral is arranged to take
place today at 2 p.m. The Rev. Mr.

Westman will officiate.

News From '
West Coast

A Good Deal of Stormy Weather
- Reported From District
of Alberni.

Pacific Cable Station Now Com-
plete and Operators are
Kept Busy. :

From Our Own Correspondent,

‘Alberni, Dec. 31.—A terrible storm,
which seriously interfered with the
telegraph service, suddenly sprang up
on Christmas afternoon, The Nanaimo
road was blocked by trees, -which fell,
caused by the strong wind. -

Mr, Marshall, the operator at Camer-
on lake, has his cottage finished. Owing
to the great importance of the main-
tenance of the cable lines, there are now
two stations on the Alberni canal. The
Clayoquot-Alberni telegraph line has not
been -in operation, and may not be in
communication with the West Coast
ports, until weather permits to get the
line in first class shape. The operators
who also dct as linemen are stationed
at the following places: Mr. E. P. Reeve
is at Clayoquot, Mr. Thompson at
Uclulet and Mr. Burdette Garrant at
the Happy John Mine landing.

Mr. Sullivan, manager of the Nah-
mint mine reports as progressing very
afvorably, pushing ahead development
with a force of about ten miners. Mr.
Gwin, one of the owners of the famous
Quatsino mines, is in town, and is
looking over . several prospects in this
district, which owing to its natural ad-
vantages, will make one of the greatest
mining districts on the Coast, Every-
body is sanguine that a radical change
will take placé in the very mear future,

as regards to mining,

Vancouver people -are planning the
erection of a salmon camnery on the
Somas river, Alberni, and it is expected
that workeon the building will be com-
menced at an early date.

The cable station at Bamfield, near
Alberni, has been completed, and is a
great credit to the wcontractor, Mr. J.
Holland, of Victoria. The officials at
Bamfield report business brisk, and since
completion of the cable they have work-
ed night and day on this most import-
ant line. I noticed an illustrated article
in the Tllustrated London News, No-
vember 22, describing and illustrating
the completion of the all-British cable
from Australia to Vancouver. Now, un-
der the heading of the illustration of
the “Canadian terminus,” it states
“Vancouver.” In this article the names
Bamfield creek, Barkley Sound and even
Vancouver Island are not even men-
tioned.

A very sociable party was held at the
English church hall on December 26,
where Mr. Phil Watson entertaiued his
numerous friends. "The hall was beau-
tifully decorated, and after a delicate
luncheon was served, dancing commenc-
ed, which was kept.up until the morn-
ing.

iCapt. Holmes, from San Juan, is visit-
ing Dr. Ross.

Mr, ‘A. E. Waterhouse is erecting a
large hall at New Alberni, and it is
expected that the building "will be finish-
ed in January next,

The tides are very high this week, and
the ducks are plentiful, so all the shogt-
ing men are kept busy. ) Vg

S iR
SILVER WEDDING.

Mr. and Mrs. :Allen Jeeves and Friends
Celebrate the Happy Event.
There 'was a veTy pleasant gathering
at the résidence of Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Jeeves, of No. 63 First street, on Tues-
day evening, it being the ' twenty-fifth
anniversary of their wedding day. The
home ‘was very tastefully decorated with
holly, evergreens and tissue paper. The
guests, numbering about fifty in all, sat
down to &' sumptuous Tepast provided
for the occasion; after which games of
various kinds were indulged in until the
small hours of the morning. Mr. and
Mrs. Jeeves ‘were the,recipients of nu-
merous valuable and-useful presents,

among them heing"the following:

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. John, silver cake
stand; Mr. and Mrs. J. Parsons, silver
fberry spoon; Mr. and Mrs. H. Turnbull,
silver brooch and stick pin; Mr. and
Miss Parson, large silver tray; Mr. and
Mrs. Barnett, half dozen silver tea-
spoons; Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett, sr., sil-
ver butter knife; Mr. and Mrs. éapt.
Hughes, silver breakfast set; Mrs. Ar-
nold, silver salad fork; Mr. and Mrs.
Harris and Mrs. iC. Caselton, half dozen
silver egg spoons; Mr. and ‘Mrs. A. H.
Kent, silver pickel jar; Mr. and Mrs. J.
Bennett, silver butter knife; Mrs, and
Arthur Pike, half dozen- silver tea-
spoons; Mr. J. Sherk, two silver napkin
rings; (Mr. and Mrs, J. Wilson, silver
breakfast cruet; Mr. and Mrs. Sheather,
Mr. and Mrs. Smith and Miss (Caselton,
silver butter knife and berry spoon;
Misses N. and H. Penketh, silver sugar
tongs; Mr. A. Jeeves, sr., one dozen sil-
ver knives and forks, and a silver tea
set and tray, from their four sons.

Pl O R
SHIP AFIRE.

Steamer Mombassa Burned on Voyage
from Calcutta.
Twndon, Dec. 27.—Advices have been
received here today that the British
steamer Mombassa, bound from Calcut-
ta for New York, was abandoned on
fite on December 23, in latitude 15 N.,
longitude 88 E. The crew was saved
and landed at Colombo. The Mombas-
sa was owned by the Glasgow Naviga-
tion. Limited (MacClay & MaclIntyre):
of Glasgow. She was built in 1899 at
Port Glasgow, was of 2,530 tons net re-
gister, was 344 feet long, had 49 feet 9
inches beam, and was 17 feet 9 inches
eep.
———————— !
SNOW BLOCKADE.

Fuel Supply in Part of South Dakota
Exhausted.

Arlington. 8. D., Dec. 27.—The fuel
supply in this part of ‘South Dakota is
about exhausted. Snow a foot deep
covers the ground, and it is 12 degrees
below zero.

Sheyenne, Wyo., Dec. 27.—The block-
ade on the Qbe_venne branch of the Bur
lington, which began last ‘Sunday with
a terrible blizzard, was lifted = today
when the accommodation train which
had ‘been stuck in the deep drifts near
_Sterlmz. lorado for seven days came
in. The snow beecame packed and the
wedxe_pl_ows were unable to go through
the _dnt_ts, 80 it became necessary to dig
the train out by hand.

y Ma § ;- L m

: tion th

safe frauds, ‘'were taken from |
evening and conveyed to the rai
tion for nageir journey to P
were under a stron a.
and . D h detectiv;‘ea'fu'.l‘h ed in-
female prisoners were confined in sep-
arate earriages, and no communication
was allowed between them. The special
train will be attached $o the Pars ex-
press on reaching Hendaye, the IFrench
trontier station at noon tomorrow.

. ———

'.l.‘O NATURALIZE JEWS.
Bucharest, Roumania, Dec. 27.—At

discussion of the question of the natur-
alization of Jews, the minister of pub-
lic iustruetion, M. Haret, referred to the
‘‘calumnies  agdinst Roumania whi
were widely disseminated.” In comnec-
tion 'with the Jewish question,.the mins
ister: declaréed it was inexpedient to dis-
criminate in the treatment of foreigners,
and said the laws must be applied with
justice and egquality to everybody. He
concluded by remarking: ‘It must be
demonstrated that Roumania is tolerant,
and no handle must be given to her
slanderers.” *The naturalization of Jew:

was agreed to. ;i
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VANCOUVER CENSUS.

Civic Estimate of Population Is Thirty
Thousand.

(Vancouver, Dec. 27.—The re-assess-
ment of the city has developed the fact,
according to Assessor MeSpadden’s re-
port, that there are in the neighborhood
of 30,000 persons in Vancouver. The
census was taken during the work of as-
sessment, -

‘The Labor party last night. pledgei

themselves to' support ‘Chris Foley in

the bye-election should he runm. If he
should not run, and desires municipal
honors, he will have the support of the
party as alderman.

The 'Ledger is coming out on Monday
as a daily. It will devote much space
to Cariboo mining, as operators in Cari-
(boo are largely interested in the paper.

‘C. B. Shawl, a well known athlete,
has strangely disappeared since before
Christmas. Mr. Shawl was employed
by the Hastings Shingle Mill Co., and
was in receipt of a good salary. On
Tuesday Mr. Shawl left two friends to
buy Christmas presents: since then he
cannot be found. Mr. Shawl was noted
in the athletic world and recently trav-
eled 100 miles in one day on the wheel,
to capture the silver century bar offered
by the cycling clubh. y
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FOOT, AND MOUTH DISEASE.

Thirteen Hundred iCattle Slaughtered in
Massachusetts So Far.

Boston, Mass., Dec. 27.—Dr. D. E.
Salmon, chief of the United States
Bureau of Animal Industry, has issaed
a statement regarding the prosecution of
the work of extetminating the foot and
mouth disease, and especially in answer
to the efforts of certain persons who
have systematically tried to work up a
sentiment against the killing of herds
affected. He says: We are obliged to
face the fact that there are only two
courses to pursue; either the diseased
animals must all be killed off and the
contagion stamped out immediately, thus
relieving the state quarantine restriction
at the earliest possible moment, or we
must sit down and watch the disease
and try to prevent its spreading by
quarantine. Up to the present time 1.-
300 head of cattle have been slaughtered
in Massachusetts. If the work goes
on as it should with continued co-op-
eration from the state officials, and
with a friendly public sentiment, all the
known infected herds should be killed
and disposed of within the next week or
ten days. There is every reason to be-
lieve that this could be accomplished.

Hudson, Mass,, Dec. 27.—The herd of
30 cows, four heifers, and two calves
belonging to Appleton M. Teele, who
lives two miles from here, was today
slaughtered by order of the U. 8. au-
thorities, having been infeeted with the
mouth and foot disease.
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WILL BE FRAMED
IN THE HOUSE

Government Will Not Leave Re-
distribution to Commission
of Judges.

From Our Own Correspondent,

Ottawa, Dec. 30.—The Liberal news-
papers are speculating upon the redis-
tribution bill, which is to be presented
to parliament at the coming session, but
it is pure speculation. It is conclusive,
however, that the Government has
abandoned the idea of referring the
question of redistribution to a commit-
tee of judges, and will make a scientific
gerrymander,

According to a recent enactment of
United ‘States Congress, received at the
customs department today, it is made
clear that tea and other goods taken out
of warehouse after January 1 will es-
cape the war tax 'which is to be enacted
oftf tomorrow. Had it not been for this
special act, it was intended to ship thou-
sands of tons of tea to ‘Canada, and then
reship it back to the States as a new im-
portation.

The city today received one of the
old iron boundary posts which marked
the Ashburton line along the Canadian
frontier. It will be erected on City
Hall Square in the spring.

Mr. Ross, M. P., for Yukon, was in
town today, but leaves immediately for
the South to remain there until parlia-
ment onens, ‘

Sir [Frederick Borden has invited Dr.
Lorenz to Canada, and he has promised
to come here next time he visits this
continent,

The superintendents of dairying from
the Northwest Territories and Maritime
Provinces are in the city for their an-
nual conferenee,
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RAILWAY MERGER.

Report That Several Roads 'Will Con-
solidate.

iChicago, Dec. 30.—One of the most
important deals. in the history of the
railway . corporations was made yester-
day, says the Daily News. Early in
the year J. P. Morgan & Co. will an-
nounce the consolidation of. the - Erfe,
(Lehigh Valley and Reading roads. The
merger will be plauned after the man-
ner of the Northern Securities Com-
pany. The stock of the. companies. to
this pool is held as a basis for insur-
ance of a large amount of - 'common
shares, which will take as their ‘name|
the title to_that given the consolidated
companies. Four rogds; according fo the
News’ informant, will be included in the
merger, the Jersey Central be‘ng now
controlled by the Reading.. The plaa
for g coalescence ig said to have been in
contemplation for nearly a :year.- “The
mtergsted parties are -particnlar to em-
phasize that the unification will not in-
terfere with the individual management
and the roads will not lose their identify.
It is intimated that -President Under-
Wwood, of the Erie, is slated- for presi-
dent of the new company.

New York. Dec. 30.—J. P. Morgan
denied that it was intended to consoli-
giate the Erie, Lehieh Valley and Read-
ing railways. Mr. Morgan said: “There
iR not the slightest reason for such a
:_tory. " It is altogether withou- ..uda-
ion. ;

of | From iLondon G,
rrested |’ \A return of the num
?|and nationalities ' of the seamen em-

today's session of the Senate, during a|The

ch [the 25th of March, 1896.

ber, ages, ratings
ployed on the 31st of March, 1901, is
issued in the form of a e

yluebook.
'statistics have been prepared from lists
of crews and other documents in the

ping eeamen, with a view to showing
the number, ages, ratings and nationali-
ties of seamen employed on a given day,
namely the 31st of March; on sea-going
vessels, except yachts, registered under
Part 1. of the rchant Shipping Act,
1804, in the British island. They do
not show the total number of seamen
who follow the sea service in connection
with the registered sea-going vessels.
summary constitutes the third
quinquennial census of seamen thus em-
ployed, a census having previously been
taken on the 5th of April, 1891, and on
An increase
which is shown in the number of sea-
men on trading vessels .consists entirely
of Liascars and foreign seamen. Dur-
ing the ten years from 1891 to 1901
the number of Lascars increased by
12,288, and foreign seamen by 8,730.
Iii the same period British seamen :(in-
cluding those born at sea and those
whose birthplaces were not stated) de-
creased ip number by 7,155. ;

Assuming that England, Scotland and
Ireland now supply the number of sea-
men in the same  proportion as they
supplied those employed “on March 31,
1901, it would appear that in propor-
tion to their population, England sup-
plies not quite so many seamen as Ire-
land, and only about half the number
supplied by Scotland. The seamen of
the various nationalities are distributed
among the ratings in very different ro-
portions. - There is a large percentage
of petty officers and engineers of Scot-
tish birth, and of able seamen and fire-
men of TIrish birth; while nearly half
the foreign seamen were serving in the
rating of able seamen. The decrease
in the number of British seamen
amounts - to 2,558 in the quinquennial
period from 1891 te 1896, and to 4,597
in the period from 1896 to 1901. An
increase of ‘8,730 foreign seamen during
the past decade was not distributed in
equal proportions in the different ratings
in the coasting, home and foreign
trades. In the home and coasting trades
the percentage of foreigners remains
comparatively small, though it has
risen from 2.8 in 1891 to 6.8 in 1901.
These figures and further details are
given in a comparative table, where it
is shown that the percentage of foreign-
ers in the foreign trade has increased
from 20.1 in 1891 to 26.0 in 1901.
Among officers, however, the proportion
of foreigners has slightly decreased.
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DEADLY HAND SHAKE.

Discovers Another
Spreader,

'Science Germ-

Kissing is tabooed by the scientists as
a means of spreading contagious dis-
ease, and the shaking of hands is now
placed in the same category by Dr. J.
M. Hirsch, of 'Chicago. He says, as
quoted in Popular Mechanics:

“The most delicate perfume upon the
bhand is neither a sign of freedom from
germs nor a protection, and the most
refined are not free from disease8 of
the lungs or throat, which are rapidly
spread by touching the hand that has
handled the handkerchief of one afflict-
ed with a cold, eatarrh, or consumption.
These diseases claim more than one-
seventh of all the deaths. Our street-
cars carry signs requesting passengers
to ‘abstain from expectorating therein.
These same passengers may hold their
hands before their mouths when ' they
cough and cover it with germs enough
to infect a thousand people. They may
‘use their handkerchiefs with the same
result, and when we have an epidemic
of the grip it is spread by the ‘grip of
the hand’ of a friend or a casual ac-
quaintance or a mere stranger just in-
trcduced. People suffering from eczema
usually don’t like to inform everybody
of their ailment, but go shaking hands
and distributing the disgusting- disease
with prodigal liberality. Persons com-
ng from a house where diphtheria or
scarlet fever prevails are very apt to
carry these germs not only in their
clothing, but more likely in their -hands,
The same may be said of any germ\dls-

ease.”

OBITUARY.
Funeral of Frederick Miller a Pioneer
of the City.

The funeral of the late ([Frederick Mil-
ler took place yesterday afternoon from
Mr. Hanna'’s parlors. Deceased, who
was 65 years of age, died rather sud-
denly last ‘Sunday at his residence, Pen-
dray street. ‘He was a member of the

many years in Victoria, working at his
trade as a tailor.

— .

Former St. Catharines residents now
numbered among the people of British
Columbia, says- the Vancouver World.

sudden death on the 20th instant of W.
W. Greenwood, a leading drugg1§t and
proniinent figure in the exploitation of
numerous special interests of the Gar-
den City, not the least among which

eral water ‘Mack,” so called from the
late Dr. Mack, who first analyzed its
medicinal properties. The late Mr.

sitddenness, as had his father before
him. He had gone to Niagara Falls on
some business, and died .at that place
less than an hour from the seizure, of
heart failure. tA widow and four chil-
dren are more particularly ‘bereaved,
while among the others, Mr. A. J. and
Dr. F. W. Greeawood, and Col.
Holmes, D. O. C., Vi~toria, who is a
cousin.
P S

Victoria Ladies
Win at Hockey

| Crvewnweper
¢

They Beat Their Vancouver
Rivals By Two Goals to
One.

The Vanquished Entertain The
Victors at a Jolly
Dance.

Vancouver, Dec. 30.—(Special.)—The
iLadies’ hockey match at Brockton Point
resulted in a win for Victoria after a
very brilliant game

Both teams were keyed up to the high-
est pitch of physical and nervous endur-
ance, and fought each inch of the
gronnd with great stubbornness. The
speed of the yisitors was much faster
than that of the home team, but the
home team played better combination,
and et(}xus in the first half no games were
scored.

In the second half the Vietoria team
proved that they were in better shape
to endure the hard strain, and after a
few minutes play Miss' Nason scored
for Victoria, Vancouver -then pulled
themselves together for a supreme effort
and by some fine combination work man-
aged to. score, The third game, how-
ever, was taken by Victoria, Miss Nason
again scoring.

Miss Nason did the star work of the
dpy for Viectoria, on two or three ocea-
sions making sprints of 50 yards and
evading her checks. Miss Shrapnell and
Miss Eva Shrapnell also played very
well. saving Viectoria’s goal on mAny
occasions, Miss Reid and Miss Wollas-
ton repeatedly exhibited their ability to

| do. superior -work, and . rendered

charge of the registrar-general of ship- | 1

Royal [Engineers, and had resided for|.

will learn with extreme Tregret of the

was the introduction of the popular min-{:

‘Greenwood passed away with gxtreme|;

B ———,
e ———

assistance to their side, i
T}le Vietoria vtq%!p were jubilant over
x i8 the first win either

" |way in the last three games played, 1),

two' former games being ties.
'e'liylf'd on tlxi‘e» g’rg;mdﬁ
1S evening the hockey hall prove
a very jolly (gair; and the Victorig girf;
enjoyed it all the more at being” ah)
to carry back home with them 1),
proverbial brooms of victory, .
/The teams were as follows:
Vllc)toriMa-MisBs' Gibson, Miss
gcombe, Miss Baiss, Miss Reid, [ "
Wollaston, Miss 'Sﬁrapnel, Miss }I?:
hrapnel,. Miss Clarke, Miss Futcher
Miss Roberts, Miss Nason, Miss Wilson
substitute. i
Yancouver—Mrs. - Douglas Creightop
Miss Dorothy Taylor, Miss Edith Bu,.
pee, Miss Helen Dunn, Miss Watts
Miss Ethel Burpee, Miss Bessie Lay.
son, Miss Hattie Bowell, Miss Babbin.
ton, Miss Bauner, and Miss Verony
Grant; Miss Balfour Ker, spare,

Gt
LAMSDORFF'S TRAVELS,

Ozar’s Minister Entertained at Sofia oy
the Way to Servia.

Sofia, Bulgaria, Dec. 27.—Count
Lamsdorff, the -Russian foreign minister
who has arrived here on his way to Bel-
grade and Vienna, was given a luncheon
today by Dr. Daneff, the Bulgarian pre-
mier and foreign minister, at whicl
Prmce Ferdinand and the entire cabiner
were present, Politieal siubjects were
carefully avoéided in conversation during
his function. A torchlight procession of
several thousand Macedonians visited
the palace this evening and their spokes-
man thanked Count Lamsdorff for the
aid given by the Czar to Maceaoman
refugees, and expressed a hope that the
lot of their brethren in Turkey might
-pe improved. The Russian foreign min-
ister responded simply with the words,
“I thank you.” This utterance was re-
ceived with frantic cheering and the
band accompanying the Macedonian pro-
cession played the Russian anthem.

London, Dec, 27.—An agency despatch
from Belgrade, Servia, predicts that the
first result of Count Lamsdorff's visit
to the iServian capital will be a minis-
terial crisis, and says the minister of
foreign affairs has already resigned and
the remainder of the cabinet will prob-
ably follow his example. The despatch
adds that the Russian foreign minister’s
visit will lead to a rapproachment he-
tween Russia and Servia and that a
visit of the King and Queen of Servia
to the Czar will certainly follow.

COAL SHORTAGE.

'Some of the Public Buildings Compelled
to Close.

Reading, Pa., Dec. 27.—The officials
of the Reading company expect an im-
provement in the coal situation next
week. The coal at the mines has been
pretty well cleared up. During the past
week the shipments have been the
smallest since resumption took place. Lt
is not beiieved that they amounted to
over 90,000 tons, as compared with 275,-
000 tons last week. Today’s coal run
amounted to less than 400 cars, and the
same number were sent down yesterday,
compared with a daily average of 1,600
cars last week,

Cleveland, 0., Dec. 27.—Owing to
series of failures to secure fuel and
the bitterly cold weather, the county
buildings were abandoned today and the
various public offices and courts closed.
Dealers who hold| contracts to furnish
fuel for the county buildings declared
that they were unable to get the coal.

P i
BASUTOLAND,

‘War Office Will Have a Map of That
Country Made.

Tea wag

New.

It is understood that the war office
will shortly take in hand the question of
making maps of Basutoland. At pres-
ent the whole time of the authorities is
occupied in improving the existing maps
of the Orange River Colony and the
Transvaal.

It is a matter of importance that the
Basuto maps should be made, for in the
event of any native trouble there would
be no really good maps available of the
country. This was practically the state
of 'affairs prevailing as regards the
Transvaal and the Orange River Colony
at the beginning of the Boer war—with
what disastrous results all the world
knows.

el oo el
MORRIS RE-ELECTED.

St. Johns, Nfid., Dee. 27.—The Hon.
BEdward Morris, the newly appointed
Minister of Justice in the Bond cabi-
net, was re-elected without opposition
in today’s bye-election in St. John’s city,
which was rendered necessary by his
acceptance of the portfolio of justice.
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THE SEALERS.
Victoria 'Sealing 'Company Make
rangements for Season’s Work.

Ar-

+ The Victoria Sealing Cd. heid an im-
portant meeting yesterday nfterno(n_).
‘when plans for the approaching season’s
work were gone into quite fully. As a
result of the deliberations, a decision
was reached to despatch five schooners
to the Japanese sealing grounds and to
send as many more to the Coast as they
can obtain crews for.

THE “INVISIBLE FLEET.”

First Ship to Arrive at Portland With-
: out Announcement.

The British ship County of Linlithgow,
‘which arrived in Saturday, is the first
of the “invisible fleet” to arrive this sea-
son, says the Portland Oregonian. Near-
ly every year, especially when freights
are demoralized, a few ships turn up
‘without any previous notice, and to dis-
tingnish them from the vessels which
are listed or known to be on the way,
they ,are classed as an invisible fleet.
Every ship that is added to the idle fleet
in a port when business is dull makes
matters worse for rates, and it is for this
reason that owmners sometimes endeavor
to keep the whereabouts of their vessels
a secret until they can secure a charter
for them. 'The first intimation of the
presence of the County of Iialithgow
prior to her arrival was a cable fronr
JLiverpool ‘intimating that she might ac-
cept business for January loading. This
was a clew which indicated plainly that
the ship was nearly due at this port, and
two days later she surprised the most of
the shipping fratermity by her arrival at
Astoria.

There are a number of othar vessels
which have arrived over in the Orient,
and have been there for a suspiciously
long period, and it is believed that some
of them may be on their wav across to
Portland or to Royal Roads seeking.
With so many idle ships sailing around
the world. the outlook for freights is
anything but bright., and if tonnage
keeps on piling up at the present rate,
there will be enough idle shine before
next summer to handle the 1903 crop.
even though it be a pretty good-sized
one. .

- S AL BT
PRIDE AND A FALL.

The following storv is told of a certain
artist. His indulgent friends had nralsed
hiz_attempts at mainting and drawing to
sueh an extent that the vouth really im-
agined himself to be n genivs. His wealthy
relations even boughit his ntctnres—‘“to en-
conrage him.” as they gald.

Recently in wollene alone the Strand.
he was much delfghted at eeeing one of
his pnictures finelv framed in »a dealer’s
window, espacially as be was walking with
A pretty ladv, before whom he wished to
apnear in the best nossible light.

Calling the attentlon of the lady to the
pleture, e paid:

‘“Pardon me. hut T have some cnriositv
to know how my pictures stand commer-
clally.”

And the twao entereq the shon.

‘“My 200d man,” sodd he to the keaner of
it. ‘“what ie the nrice of that picture in
the window there?’ %

“Three shillings.®

‘“Dear me!” cried the artist, recoliine.

The shopman, thinkine the evxelamation
fr&mhﬂ one of surprise at the high price,
a y

“Well, if includes the frame!”—Londomr

1
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