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;erthshir% .
Makes Port.

She Was Tossed Aroumj\ the
Southern Seas For =
Fifty Days.

Steamer Oahu Foundelfs at Sea
and Her Crew |
Lost.

The final -chapter iu a fantastic story
of the sea was completed just before the
just-arrived Aorangi left Sydney—when
the steamer Perthshire entered P(?rt
Jackson in tow of the Talune, while
whistles shrieked and booqlxug guns
punctuated the general rejoicing. For
fifty days this great vessel had besfn
tossing on the seas between Australia
and New Zealand, all but completel.y
helpless, in the regular course of Fra'ﬂ:c
for the most part, 'j;et strangely missing
everything. She fhad some 60 souls
aboard, a considerable cargo, and her
own value was more than £100,000. She
had indeed become a -sort of Flying
Dutchman, sighted here and -there by
passing vessels and then lost. Tugs and
intercolonial steamers went in search of
Lier, but without success. The aid of
the Royal Navy was invoked, and one
of Her Majesty’s ships detailed for
search. ~ Finally came the news that
the long-lost Perthshire had again been
fallen in with northerly, and her where-
abouts having been given to the French
ship La Perouse, it became a race be-
tween that ship and the New Zealand
steamer Talune as to which should first
reach the disabled craft. Victory was
with the New  Zealander, and she
brought her’ prize triumphantly to Jack-
son the day before the Aorangi sailed
for this port. - Second Officer Page of
the long-buffeted steamer was aboard
the ACanadian-Australian liner and told
his story of the long drift in the follow-
ing words: ¢
y hWe left Sydney on the 26th of
April with 1,200 tons of frozen meat and
6,000 tons of produce, bound for the
Bluff, New Zealand. Strong southeast
gales were experienced from 'the day
we started until the 28th April, when
the weather moderated. At 6 p-m. on
that day the tail-end shaft broke. The
ship was then about 391 miles southeast
of Sydney, Lat. 38 deg. 37 mln..S., Long.
156 deg. 38 min. E. All sail was at
once bent, and it was set that night with
the hope of sailing or drifting towards
Sydney. 'The sail, hawever, proved use-
jess. There remained nothing for us to
do but to drift in the hope that shortly
scme vessel would sight us and take us
in tow. On April 30 the engineers
came to the conclusion that the break
was too far aft to allow them to con-
nect with the coupling. Therg com-
menced on our part a series of driftings.
We rigged heavy drags over th.e stern
with as much as 180 fathoms of line, but
all to no purpose- We could not gilter
her course at all. On May 13 we sight-
ed the timber-laden schooner Whangaroa
from New Zealand, and asked to be re-
ported to any steamer she xmgh‘t fall in
with. On May 22 there comméenced a
series of gales lasting a week. The
ship was in splendid trim and behaved
well.  On May 25 in the height of the
gale we spoke the bark Northern Chief.
By Sunday, May 28, we had travelled
in all 930 miles in a stragiht line. 'The
course had been zig-zag and sometimes
altogether backwards, but the latter was
not frequent. During all this time
rockets and other distress signals.were
sent up whenever we came to \\‘1th'.j.1
30 miles of a steamer’s track, but it
was all of no use. We were now out of
the regular track of all steamers be-
tween New Zealand and Austyahu, and
were drifting in a direction whl}:k_\ _would
take us into the unpleasant vicinity of
the South Sea islands and their danger-
ous coral reefs. As a last resource it
was decided to break away the stern
tube and endeavor to couple the broken
shaft. On the 11th of June, after 14
days of hard work, which had lasted
ri;,;ht through the 24 hours, the first fe\v
turns of the propeller were taken. .l‘he
temporary strueture worked all right,
and we got steerage way on the boat—
and it was not a moment too soon. At
that time we were within 46 miles of
the rock-bound coast of Norfolk 1sl.and,
and were drifting straight towards it at
the rate of two or three knots per hour.
That day we went slowly ahead with the
engines all day, stepping them' twe or
three times to adjust the coup.hm:s. At
3 a.m. on the 13th June we sighted tl}e
steamer Thlune. She stood by us till
dgylight, when a hawser was passed
whoard and we proceeded along towards
Sydney, where we arrived on Monday
morning, June 19. We were making
41% knots ourselyes when pi(‘kfd up,
and reached port all well and \vﬂ.h' our
cargo in perfect position and gondition.

LOST WITH ALL ON BOARD.

From the New Zealand and Fijian pa-
pers is gleaned the rews that the Union
Steamship Company’s inter-island steam-
er Oahu foundered at sea recently, while
on a voyage from Greymouth to Dune-
din, -all hands being lost. The vessel
was- staunch and seaworthy enough for
ordinary and proper service, but ecarried
on her last ill-starred -trip some 800 tons
of coal below and 23,000 feet of lum-
ber on the deck — an overload to which
must be attributed her destruction. '1.‘1303
Oahu was a vessel of 746 tons and 550
horse power, a sister ship of the Taupe,
and commanded by Capt. Brewer, R.
Burns being chief engineer. While in
Fiji, in the hurricane of 1895, the Oahu
had a very narrow escape from being
wrecked off the Tavisuni coast, and it
was alleged at that time that in the
height of the storm she had sailed over
reefs that it woudd have been impossi-
ble for her to have missed in ordinary
weather. The theory formed by experts
of the Oahu’s final destruction, supported
by the circumstantial evidence of wreck-
age, is that meeting the full force of a
souther'y gale from off Cape Campbell
the hatches were forced off, and the ship
quickly foundering, went to the bottom
with all hands. There were no passen-
gers, and the roll of death is simply the
steamer’s roster, as follows: Richard
Brewer, master, married; Murdoch Me-
Pherson, chief officer, married; Robert
Hogg Warrender, second officer, single;
J. F. Heddell, lamps and A. B., single;
A. Taylor, A. B., single; J. Martin, A.
B., single; W. Carey, ' A. B., single:
J. Angus, A. B., single: A. Waibe, A.
B., single; W, 7J. Nicholls, deck boy:
Robert Burns, chief engineer, married-
Jobhn Yodng, second engineer, married;
D. Grant Stevenson, third engineer, sin-
gle; J. W. Charnock, donkeyman, mar-
Tied; J. Underwood, fireman, single;
W. Denny, fireman, single: B. Wilson.
fireman, single; J. Ferguson, fireman,

_feet long by 38 feet beam, and 26 feet

dish Channel at the point now occupied

widower; , A. Pender, second steward,
single; A. Schofield, cook, single; and
single; . Joseph Fielder, chief steward,
A. G. Matheson, purser, single.

THE TEKAPO -ALSO GONE.

The Union Steamship Company appear
to have fallen upon evil days, for in
the very same week that witnessed the
going down of the Oahu, their Tekapo
was also lost. 'This fine vessel was at
the time on a‘voyage from Sydney to
Port Kembla, 40 miles south. She left
Sydney at a quarter past 2 o’clock in the
morning, and at 4 -'a. m. she was bump-
ing and banging herself to pieces against
rocks off Maroubra, only a few — per-
haps nine — miles south from Sydney
Heads. Shortly after her departure froth
Sydney a dense fog settled over the New
South WaTes coast, and to .this cause in
the main is attributed the loss of the

R. Steele & Co., of Greenock, and was
launched as the Cape Clear, afterwards
being purchased by the U. S. 8. Co. She
for years ran between Sydney and New
Zealand. He hull was iron; tonnage.
2439 tons gross; and dimensions, 291

depth of hold.
—— .
MARCONI'S TELEGRAPH.

Details of the Scheme to Connect ' the
Hawaiian Islands.

“The Hawalian Islands are to be con-
nected by wireless telegraphy,” says the
Bonolulu Star. “Within twelve months
message will be passing to and fro between
Kauali and Hawaili and all points’ in the
group.

“F. J. Cross, an expert electrician, is at
the head of the project, and is most con-
fident of compléte success. Back of him
is plenty of money and moral support.
Business men in town ure willingly signing
contracts to support the concern’ with
their business for a period ow five years,
the condition being that it give satisfactory
service and at certain charges.

“Mr. Cross does not like to talk to news-
papers. He is modest in this way. At
the same time the following facts 'con-
cerning his project are gathered: It is
proposed to intorporate. The capital has
not been decided upon, but it will not
reach $250,000. Arrangements for material
are already under way. The Marconi Sys-
tem, now being used across the English
Channel, is the one to be introduced.
“The central station and business of
the company will be in Honolulu. At
Diamond Head will be a station, connect-
ing with one on the Island of Molokai. The
latter will communicate directly with the
second station, on the Island of'Maui, at or
near Lahaina. The next station will be on
the nearest point of Hawaii.

““On each of these four islands the com-
pany will have direct counection by tele-
phone or otherwise witk all of the towns
and with many prominent residents. A
message from Honolulu to Hawaii would
land in a few seconds in Kohala, and would
be communicated instantly to any part of
the island.

‘““The only part of the scheme that may
be called in any way experimental is the
part of the system between Oahu and
Kaual. The distance is about sixty miles.
It is only thirty-two miles across the Eng-

by Marconi. Mr. Cross has no fear of
failure, In fact, he is satisfied that the
Kauai circuit will be as successful as the
others.

“So much has been written of late of
the Marconi system of wireless telegraphy
that it is well understood. Sound waves
are projected on straight lines between
stations and fall upon sensitive films or re-
ceivers, In short distanges, as between
islands of this group, stations would not
only be unobstructed, but in most cases
would be distinctly visible one to the
other,

‘Mr. Cross is already hard at werk upon
his project. The start has been a good
one, and success in organizing is now assur-
ed. It would appear that the stock of the
company will readily become a desirable
security, as-a great deal of business is
already in sight and signed.”

T PR
TROUBLE ON TRANSPORTS.

Recruits Bound for Manila a Very Un-
ruly Lot.

Honolulu, July 6.—The transport Zealandia
arrived here early Friday morning, June 30.
There was not a single colored soldier
arrested during their stay here for drunken-
ness or disorder of any kind, and when the
vessel sailed at 10 o’clock Sunday morning
there was not a single one missing or who
had overstayed leave.

The transport Sheridan arrived just as
the Zealandia was leaving. She had on
board such a large proportion of recruits,
many of whom have been only a few weeks
in the service, that it was not thought
prudent by the officers in command to
bring the vessel to the wharf or to allow
the men ashore, except in very small num-
bers. A good deal of trouble was experi-
enced with the recruits on their way down,
and the ship’s brig was full of men con-
signed to the guard-house nearly all the
way. ' The regularly organized companies
aboard, such as those of the Fourth
Cavalry and the Fourteenth Infantry, were
required to be kept on guard duty nearly
ali the time to preserve discipline which
some+ of the recruits disposed to scoff at.
Several times there was serious trouble
threatened, and only prompt and vigorous
measures prevented it. She sailed this
morning,

B | W ———

SICK HEADACHES

The curse of overworked womankind,
are quickly and surely cured by Karl’s
Clover Root Tea, the great blood puri-
fier and tissue-builder. Money refunded
if not satisfactory. Price 25 cents and
50 cents. Sold by Henderson Bros.

R.C. Year Book

1897
By R E. GOSNELL

Cloth $1 50 per copy
Paper Cover.. 1 00 per copy

¥HE ¥YRADR SUPPLIND.

This book contains very complete
historical, pelitical, statistical, agri-
cultural, mining and general infor-
mation of British Colvmbia.
fusely illustrated.
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ship. The Tekapo was built in 1881 by|

| ‘Annual Meeting

Provincial Mining Laws Subject
of Interesting Address
and Suggestions.

Attention Called to Island
Mining—The New Officers
and Council.

The annual meeting of the British
Columbia board of trade, held yesterday
afternoon, was not so well attended as
was expected, although there was no
lack of interest in the proceedings. The
election of officers resulted in some
material changes in the personnel of the
management, and the council is now
constituted very largely of new material.
For vice-president Messrs. L. G. Me-
Quade and A. G. McCandless ran a very
close race, the former eventually gain-
ing the victory, Mr. McCandless being
among those chosen on the council and
board of arbitration.

Mr. G. A. Kirk, the president, occu-
pied the chair and Mdecretary Elworthy
was in attendance. Twenty-three mem-
bers were present at some time during
the meeting, two or three being unable
to remain until the elections took plac.e.
A radical departure -had been made in
the method of dealing with the. anpual
report, which constitutes the chief item
of business at the yearly g.eneral_ meet-
ing—this departure dispensing with the
usual reading of the report by supply-
ing to each member in advance a draft
copy. ‘It was expected that ample time
for consideration of the salient features
would thus have been afforded, and the
passage of the document be greatly
facilitated. i

The notice having been rend,.however,
Mr. A. G. McCandless questioned the
advisability of proceeding in so import-

ant a matter with so limited an attend-

ance—there being at that time but a
bare quorum present. The suggestion
did not meet with general approval,
however, and the meeting proceeded.
President XKirk commented briefly
upon the departure from usua}:l custom
in having the draft report printed and
distributed to the members so that they
might be enabled to obtain a better un-
cerstanding of every detail of the busi-
ness dealt with. With regard to the
great value of the report, he obs'erved
that it had now reached a circulation of
upwards of 7,000 copies, necessitating
extreme accuracy and completeness. His
formal motion, seconded by Mr. Slmop
Leiser, was for a reference of the draft
report to the incoming council, to be .by
that body amended in accordance with
tHe suggestions and wishes of the gen-
eral meeting, and when so amended,
printed and distributea in the usual
pamphlet form.

PROVINCIAL MINING LAWS.
Speaking to the mot@on, Mr. H
Hirschel-Cohen took occasion to again
suggest radical and important cl{auges
in ‘the provincial mining laws, his ad-
dress, which occupied three-quarters of
an hour in delivery, being listened to
with great interest and marked atten-
tion. In effect he said that no one read-
ing the report could fail to realize phe
importance of having upon the mining
committee of the board gentlemen who
were directly attached to the mining
industry. . :

"The work of this committee in the
past wus pointed to and its util.xty com-
mented upon, but in reading this year’s
ceport it must strike all that a clear
aote of despondency was sounded in it.
The fact was that British Columbians
were face to face with a state of affairs
in the mining community that is not as
it should be. No advantage was to bLj
gained by a disregard of facts. Every
tact, however, unpalatable, shou_ld be
recognized in its full degree of unportj
ance, and where faults were found the‘)
should be fairly met, and if possible cor-
ected. i

; f&t difficulty always encountered in tl}e
past had been the extreme restiveness
and sensitiveness of those who had been
for some time in the country, and by
long familiarity with existing copdltlox{s
had come to look upon them as Impossi-
tle of improvement, tI;ese ‘people there-
fore objecting with vigor to any sug-
ested change.

g*-Is-lte referrgd more particularly to t.he
recent visit to this province of M:}Jor
A. H. Halder, who had for some txmeé
discharged the }iﬂgort.ant .dl'ltl(?S o
Reuter’s representd@ve 'in mining mat-
ters. Major Halder had stated clearl_y
and succeinetly his opinion with re_gng
to the errors and defects of Brmsd
Columbia’s mining laws as he.had.fognd
thera. "The newspapers in Victoria ‘x} i
treated his remarks with exceeding ti;lr
ness. Other papers tl}rpgghout_ >e_
province, however, had cr;pcwed him g?—
tensively and unfairly. 'l}'wy had %rl ;1
cized not the opinions which had ee;d
advanced, but the man. They had 5:11{1
that he'had only been here a few “{]e'et s
as though it were to be expectgd tha 13
gentleman -in his expert capacity Wo‘tlm-
be detained for years In the country be
fore forming any intelligent opinions
vi gard to it.
M:;}; 1.t?(l)sl-artinte mining laws themselves,
people appear to haye a very erroneous
conception of the principal reason of a
crown rteserve. They seem to forget
that the cause of the reserve was not
only to work a benefit for the prospect-
ors, but a benefit for the country at
large.  There was one statesman in
Canada, if no more than one, who ap-
peared to have grasped the idea that the
mineral wealth of the country does not
belong alone to the individual who dis-
covers it, but, to a great extent, to the
realm, 2

He was not by any means defendiing
the Yukon management, buE.ln this re-
spect at least Hon. Clifford bxftqn seem-
ed to have reached the true idea in-
volved. : :

Anegther mistaken idea existed ‘with
reference to close corporations. The gen-
tlemen composing many of these  ap-
peared to imagine that they could keep
every detail of output and condltlong on
their properties privatel_y——.tcyrgeﬁtm[;
that they were not carrying on a ‘busi-
ness entirely of their own conception
and creation, but were extracting min-
eral from the public soil — removing an
asset of the country.

Urgent necessity existed for explicit,
clear and frequently-published authori-
tative statistics of conditions, giving the
output and particulars of work in every
mine. It was not only necessary to issue
a report once a year and allow the mat-
ter to be -forgotten for the remainder
of the twelvemonth. Official statistics
of the mining industry should be put for-
ward gystematically and. regularly — and
the country should obtain.a fair percent-

age of the profits of the working mines.
Taking the present year’s report of the

minister of mines, it would be found
that such is very far from the case. The
public  account showed that in West
Kootenay but $32,124.61 was collected in
mineral tax, the value of the ore, net,
after smelting and other charges, being
roughly $3,230,000, while the gross value
wa#% something like $7,000,000, the differ-
ence being absorbed in transportation,
handling and smelting charges, the smelt-
}pg being done on the other side of the
ine.

At the same time 43,827,766 pounds of
lead went into the United States from
the district of West Kootenay, upon
which the United States collected duty;
while British Columbia derived but $32,-
124.61.

Of course the American husiness men
were entitled to a fair profit upon their
enterprise and service, .but the dispro-
portion was too conspicuously to the
#dvantage of the foreign state,

Apart from this, there were other rev-
enues accruing to the country from the
exploitation of the mineral resource
that were not by any means what they
should be. The charges in connection
with the organization of companies and
registration of mining properties were
not by any means proportionate to the
importance of the transactions dealt in,
in which connection he cited several per-
tinent examples, one company whose
business represented the total of $7,000,-
000 contributing $4,000 to the revenue
of the province, and another $300,000,
augmentlng' the . provincial revenue by

$926.

The great bulk of the profit from the
operation of these British Columbia
mines went not to the province, but to
the United States, for the building up of
the city of Spokane.

Is it meant, he asked, that the wealth
of this country shall continue to be ex-
ploited solely and entirely for the benefit
of a foreign state?

_He advocdted ‘a proper and equitable
mineral tax, so that our own country
may derive a fair and just revenue, and
not continue to be a mere clearing
house for the benefit of the people of an-
other country.

Another point, while West Kootenay
thus contributed $32,000 odd to the pro-
vincial revenue, Cariboo contributed $1,-
600. Therefore,. out of a total mineral
tax revenue of $36,000, deducting West
Kootenay and Cariboo, there remains for
all the rest of the country but $2,023 —
this‘ from East Kootenay, Yale, Cassiar,
Omineca — a paltry sum of $2,023.

The people of England were thorough-
ly cognizant of these facts, and found it
difficult’ indeed to believe that we have,
as we say, a great wealth of mineral
in these named sections of the province,
under the existing state of affairs. It
was useless to speak to them of the dif-
ficulties in the way; they knew of the
difficulties incidental to mining in West-
ern Australia. It was equally useless
to tell them that we are developing —
they cannot, understand this, upon the
face of the dvidence before them,
During the last three years in this
country 17,598 claims had been staked
to produce this revenue of $2,023. The}
truth of the matter was that the coun-
try ' was not being developed — that it
would not be developed so long as the
mining laws remain so that the country
may be staked, but not developed. The
root of the evil was the rotten condition
of the mining law, which allowed claims
to be staked, re-located over and over
aﬁum, possibly, but ‘not developed at
all.

Taking the ordinary size of claim in
another country, 'British Columbia
would have to-day 1,192,410 claims
staked — or over 1,000,000 Transvaal
claims. This -meant that there was
something in the state of affairs that
would have to be altered, if improvement
was made. It was useless to talk or to
write of the vast mineral resources of
the country, unless you could show them
by their fruits.

.The public accounts and mineral sta-
tistics, it would' be noted. were based
only upon figures voluntarily submitted.
No effort appeared to have been made to
compel the giving of detailed informa-
tion; .10 prosecution appeared ta have
been initiated for the witholding of such |
information,

Here was the chief point to be aimed
nt—px:event the indiseriminate staking
of claims at present indulged in, not
by prospectors, but for speculative pur-
poses. Indeed, the legitimate prospector
suffored most. The legitimate prospect-
or went out and did his best — he found
stakgd ground everywhere. Tt was im-
posmb}e for him to travel back, 20 and
30 miles, perhaps, to ascertain if the
ground had been properly recorded. He
ust naturally accept the evidence of
the stake, and these stakes would stand
for years as a detriment to the work
of the legitimate prospector,

The point at issue was this: If a
claim was worth staking, it was assur-
edly worth doing something with. Lo-
catgrs should be compelled to put up
their actual record, stamped by the gold
commissioner, on the claim, under glass
to save it from the weather, as a proof

positive for the inspection of prospect-
ors.

As a matter of fact,
tem could be altered wit
tage to the state. Some 11,000 instan-
c¢es were recorded last year of improve-
ment work accomplished. He certainly
felt inclined to question the accuracy of
the stated value of the work done upon
these CI:IIII}S.' There was no provision
for the mining inspector going out to
?ﬁ‘i iroollmgil gnlc)i satisfying himself that

e work had be
Siba en done and to the full

"
There were no me:

the whole sys-
h great advan-

ascertaini ans at command for

alning what had really been ac-
complished. Nearly 40,000 claims had
been staked in three years, the old dodge
of re-locating being presumably much in
favor, vet what had .eally been accom-
plished ?

The- best step that could be taken
would be to do away altogether with
the required $100 a year improvement
work, which only leads to misrepresenta-
tion and fraud, and let the government
charge $50 a year cash for each claim,
and thereby obtain a revenue to the
country.

There were in all about 200 crown-
granted claims in British Columbia, but
the state could never have been contem-
plated that for 25 cents per annum per
acre, a man should have the privilege of
locking a claim for all time.

In Western Australia it was the law
that one man must be kept employed on
every 75 feet of paying claim or every
150 feet of claim not paying.
event every claim should be mapned by
at least five: men, ana if this were done,
a large working mining population would
be found accomplishing the development
of the province, and no claims held for
purely speculative purposes.

All who had the weifare of the coun-
try at heart and desired to further the
accomplishment of its mnatural destiny,
maust look the fact squarely in the face,
and if the country was not producing the
gold that it should, find out truly and
actually why not. The core of the ewil
was want of work and insufficiency of
development. It was clearly for the
benefit of the country that the mineral

itself should ‘get a due proportion of it
as well as any other country.
plause). +5

THE REPORT DISCUSSED.

Mr. Forrester drew attention to sev-
eral rather important clerical ecorrec-
tions which he deemed necessary, and
the ' amendments suggested received
favorable consideration,

. Coming to the clause in the mining sec-
tion of the report which referred to the
Atlin district, Mr. J. J. Shalleross ex-
pressed the opinion that sufficient en-
quiries had not been made regarding the
possibilities of the newly discovered gold-
bearing district. He was informed that
$4,000 had been taken out in one week,
and he believed wing-dams had already
been constructed. He recommended
that before the report was finally adopt-
ed and issued, some further enquiries
should be made. Of course, some re-
turning prospectors had given the coun-
try a “ black eye,” but they were men of
a class which would not do any work,
and who would not speak well of the
country becduse they could not get some-
thing for nothing.

Mr. Shalleross said :Mr, Cohen had re-
ferred to the mining laws and he believed
the permanency of the mining industry
depended in great measure ypon the sta-
bility of the laws made. The passage
of the Eight-hour act had worked detri-
mentally, not only to the mining indus-
try, but to allied industries; for instance,
both the powder works herc had’ been
shut down in consequence of the stopping
of the mining work, and he was im-
formed the chemical works would close
next week. There is too much power
left in the hands of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor in council in recent legislation. It
was decidedly unwise to leave in the
hands of one man so much prerogative
as there was in the case of the Eight-
hour bill referred to. In that case the
Attorney-General, a lawyer, with no
practical knowledge of mining, had the
power to put the measure into effect.

Mr. Shalleross said that he was, as
agent, empowered to invest from $250,-
000 to $500,000 in British Columbia, but
it was absolutely necessary before the
investment is made that the principais
shall know exactly what privileges they
can acquire, and the permanence of
them. It was a fact that those privi-
leges, even if obtained, were subject to
the action of the Lieutenent-Governor
in council — the government of the day—
and might be withdrawn at any time.
Such legislation worked detrimentally,
in all ways, for the people of the prov-
ince.

Mr. McCandless said that as far as
Atlin was concerned, he wms a member
of the council, and it was thought all
had been said in the report that could
safely be said. He thought the report
gave a very fair estimate of the dis-
triet.

Mr. W. H. Langley was of the opinion
that sufficient was not said of the mines
of Vancouver Island. He had it on good
authority from men who had just becn
up there that the coal on the West
Coast is of the very best quality, nnd
a trial of it is being made on the Willa-
pa. Nothing was said in the report of
these coal fields on the West Coast.
Then there had recently come the news
of the placer finds, and although we do
not at present know whether they are
extensive; still something might very
well be said of them, for although the
board called itself the British Columbia
Board of trade, there was no denying
that they were principally interested in
those_z things which affect Victoria, and
nothing had more effect on Victoria than
the mineral wealth of the Island.

A corroboration of the importance of
the mineral deposits of the West Coast
of the Island was given by Captain
Clarke. He had been told by mining
men that the ore obtained there is as
rich as any in the province,

Mr_. Hirschel Cohen said this only em-
phaslze.d the necessity of systematic in-
formation being obtained by the depart-
ment for the use of those interested.
Until the filing of information is made
compulsory, nothing satisfactory will be
accomplished. Each discovery should be
:gpoi‘tt;d to the minister of mines, so that

€ information ma s
o ik 1 Y be owtained by those
Mr. McCandless explained that in a gen-
eral way the council had thought it bet-
ter not to refer to particular properties
on the Island. It would be remembered
that in previous years they had made es-
pecial mention of several mines which they.
had considered all right, among them the
Duke of York and the Alberni Consolidated.
Now there is nothing to be said of them.
He believed there are lots of good proper-
ties on the Island, indeed within twelve
miles of the city he knew of a good one,
but none of them are sufficiently developed
to enable the council to embody a state-
ment regarding them in the report.

A few other important suggestions were

made and then, on the motion of Mr. Mec-
Candless, the mining section was passed as
amended.
The paragraphs referring to smelters,
concentrators and water power were also
ndopted. Some conversation took place
regarding a section referring to industrial
establishments, which Mr, Shalleross
thought would give a rather poor impres-
sion, as it did not mention those other
industrial establishments dealt with spe-
cifically in their proper places. It was
agreed to remove the clause, so that it
would follow on in proper sequence,

As to fisheries, the report, in attempted
explanation of the short supply of sal-
mon last year, said it was believed to have
been the result of ‘“‘a freak,” advising that
Do one could give any reason for it. It
was decided to leave out the statement
that it was a freak and stick to that
which admitted that nothing was known in
explanation of the phenomenon.

The sealing industry, agri.ulture and rail-
ways references were passed with the
slight amendment to the effect that the
extension of the Columbia & Western will
open up the Boundary country, the sugges-
tion emanating from Mr. Forrester, who
explained that many people in the East
know of thé Boundary country by name to
whom the Kettle river valley would be
unknown,

On the matter of the Pacific cable, Mr.
Shallcross expressed the oplnion that men-
tion should certainly be made of the offer
of the provincial government to contribute
one million dollars to carrying out the
enterprise. Although as circumstances had
changed so that the offer was not now
to be accepted, the advertisement certainly
might be made use of.

The remainder of the report was gone
through, and a motion carried to the effect
that it be referred to the incoming council
for amendment as suggested and print-
ing.

The accounts were passed as audited,

In any PMr. Forrester calling attention to the item

on the credit side, $750, for the sale of
annnal reports, whici he noticed on the
debit side cost $727.30 to print. The secre-
tary explained that the grants obtained
were somewhat more satisfactory than
usual.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Messrs, Grahame, Hanna and Mess were
appointed scrutineers for the election, which
was then proceeded with.

The nominees for the position of presi-
dent were Messrs. G. A. Kirk, R. Seabrook,
A. C. Flumerfelt and W. A. Ward.

Mr. Kirk said it had 2lmest become an
unwritten law that no member should be
expected to serye as president longer than

taxation should be arranged upoxn a'fair
and equitable basis and that this country

two years, and he hdad been in the echair
for that period. He would ask that he be

(Ap-.

allowed to decline nomination, as it was
more than he could do to attend to the
duties for another year., .

Mr. Seabrook also withdrew, and Mr. El-
worthy announced that Mr. Flumerfelt had
Instructed him to withdraw his name from
nominatiom, so that Mr. W. A. Ward was
the only one left, and was elected by ae-
clamation.,

For vice-president Messrs. G. A. Kirk,
D. R. Ker, Richard Hall, W. A. Ward, A.
C. Flumerfelt, L. G. McQuade, Simon Lelger
and A. G. McCan@less were nominated.
Messrs. Kirk and Flumerfelt withdrew, and
as Mr. Ward had been elected president
there only remained Messrs, Ker, Hall, Mc-
Candless, McQuade and Leiser to vote upon.
Four ballots had- to be taken before .2
majority of those present was secured,
the running being between Messrs. McCand-
less and McQuade. Mr. McQuade finally
:(elcured a majority and was declared elect-

Mr. Elworthy was the only nominee for
secretary, and a formal ballot was ecast
in his favor.

Messrs. Renouf, Day and Grahame were
elected auditors, and the council and board
of arbitration was constituted as follows:

Council—-G. A.-Kirk, A. G. McCandless,
8. Leiser, H. Hirschel Cohen, C. A. Hol-
land, C. E. Renouf, D. R. Ker, J. C. Thom-
son, F. C. Davidge, R. Erskine, T. W.
Paterson, J. G. Cox, A. C. Flumerfelt, J. J.
Shalleross, C. F. Todd.

Board of Arbitration—A. G. McCandless,

R. Ker, T. W. Paterson, L. G. Me-
Quade, Lindley Crease, J. G. Cox, F. C.
Dayvidge, C. F. Todd, H. M. Grahame, G.
Gillespie, E. G. Prior, Charles Hayward.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. R, P.
Rithet for his domation of a picture of
himself for the board, and the following
new members were elected: Messrs. H. F.
Bullen, J. L. Beckwith, william Christie
and Norman Hardie.

Mr. Hirschel Cohen moved, and Mr. Mc-
Quade secomded, a very hearty vote of
thanks to the retiring president, Mr. A. G.
Kirk, for his energetic and congcientious
discharge of the duties ot the office, and
the motion carried unanimously amid loud
applause,

Mr. Kirk gracefully acknowledged the
compliment and thanked the members of
the board for the kindness they Had shown
to his. He was aware that he had not
done all he ought to have done, but being
a4 young man it was difficult for him to
do everything. ' He had done his best, and
although he would not be president he
would still retain a warm interest in the
proceedings of the board, and be glad to
do all in his power to advance its in-
terests.

The meeting ended shortly before six
o’'cleck,

A SHORT STAY.

American Editors Spend But
Hours In the City.

The members of the National Press
Association of the United States, whose
intention to visit Vietoria was not
known until a few hours before their
arrival, rendering a formal reception im-
possible, nevertheless spent a very pleas-
ant time in the city, making the best of
their opportunities to see the sights. Al-
though it was daylight before many of
them reached their hotels from the
steamer City of Puebla, they were up
bright and early yesterday, and were
soon scattered around the city and near-
by places of attraction. They all spoke
very highly of the city and went away
with good impressions. The steamer
Yosemite carried them to Vancouver,
where they will spend to-day, proceeding
East over the C. P, R., visiting Revel-
stoke, Glacier, Calgary and Minneapolis
en route, their special train having been
sent from Seattle to Vancouver yester-
day. i

The party left Chicago on June 30,
and will be back on July 26.

a Few

QO i U
AN AFTERNOON ALARM.

Residence of Mr. J. J. Sargison Dam-
aged by Fire Yesterday.

Fire broke out in the residence of
J. J. Sargison, No. 34 Oswego street,
yesterday afternoon about 3 o’clock, and
an alarm was turned in, to which the
James Bay department and two hose
wagons and an engine from headquar-
ters responded. The fire originated
from some unknown cause, and before
it could be got under control the entire
roof of the house was consumed and con-
siderable damage was done to the furni-
ture, much of which, however, was
saved. The James Bay department had
a stream of water on the flames in
exactly one and a half minutes after the
alarm was turned in, and the contingent
from headquarters were on the scene in
less than four minutes.

The house, which was the property of
Capt. Bendroit, was damaged to the
extent of $500, and the loss of furniture
will amount to $300, all of which is
fully covered by insurance.

- —u

HEARD IN THE
HOTEL CORRIDORS

W. H. Lee, of Texada, manager of the
Texada Smelting Company, is among the
arrivals registered at the Hotel Victoria,
Mr. Lee is enthusiastic over the outlook
for Texada, and has none but pleasant
anticipations for that town. ‘Fires were
started in the new smeiter yesterday morn-
ing,” said Mr. Lee last evening, when
seen by a reporter,”” and active work will
be begun to-morrow. There are now over
2,000 tons of ore ready for the furnaces,
and the company’s mine can put out at
least 35 tons a day, which, combined with
the products of the other mines that will
ship their ore to them, will be amply
sufficient to keep the works in running
order the year round. The outlook for
Texada is nothing if not encouraging, and
considerable building is going on there,
among the structures in course of construc-
tion being a hotel large enough for a town
twice the sise of the place at present.”
Mr. Lee leaves to-night for Port Townsend
to visit his family.

G. S. Dowell an@ wife were among the
passengers brought down from Alaska by
the Humboldt. They are at present regis-
tered at the Dominion hotel; and Mr. Dowell
bhas with him a véry large sack of gold
dust and nuggets, the exact value of which
he will not divulge, ‘but knowing ones say
that it contains in the neighborhood of
$15,000.

E. J. Palmer, manager of the Victoria
Lumber Company’s mill at Chemainus, is
in the city. He is registered at the Driard.

W. G. Thompson, of Vancouver, repre-
senting the Calgary Flour Company, is
registered at the Victoria.
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An Object Lesson.—As a carriage full
of aldermen was returning from the
mayor’'s banquet on Friday evening the
enormous weight of those well-fed gen-
tlemen broke down the vehicle while it
was passing over a particularly rough
spot on the road. The wheel and some
minor portions of the conveyance ‘sue-
cumbed, and it was left a wreck on the
side of the road until early morning.

Fortunately the occupants escaped with-
out the slightest injury.

Cape Nome’s
Wealth Proved

G6old Found Everywhere in
District Thirty*Five
Miles Square.

Luck of the First Prospectors
—Murder on Banks
of Yukon.

Seattle, July 14.—The steamer Alli-
ance brings news confirming the stories
of fabulous riches in the Cape Nome
district. The 200 passengers all tell the
same story, of gold in abundance. They
tell of gold clinging to.the grass roots
below the tundra, gold in the sand along
the thirty-mile beach washed by the
Behring sea; gold ereeks and gold gulch-
es, in fact gold everywhere. Nuggets to
the value of $10,000, taken out of claim
No. 8, above Discovery,-in ten days, with
but the aid of primitive methods, is
aboard the steamer Roanoke, while an

amount fully as large, if not larger,
is in the possession of claim owners.
This entire amount was taken from
three claims during two weeks, and is
considered by the owners as merely the
scratchings,

Colors innumerable can be found al-
most anywhere throughout the zone,
which is thirty-five miles square, and
with the exception of several creeks east
of Snake, Nome, Penny and Cripple riv-
ers, and the extreme headwaters of
these streams, a good portion of
the available ground has been staked.

.The gold runs about $18 an ounce in
value, and while not as coarse as that
o})tuined in the Klondike region, is suffi-
ciently coarse for all purposes. The
creeks on which the claims are lo-
cated are situated from three to eight
miles back of Nome City and Anvil City,
and. are easy of access so far as the
grades are concerned. The timber makes
v?alkmg more or less difficult, but along
the river banks paths for horses can be
beaten, and there is a strong possibility
tl}at light-draft vessels can ascend the
Nome and Snake rivers for some dis-
tance. Further soundings and investi-
gations will settle this point.

The beach, extending from thirty to
thirty-five miles east and west from Cape
Nome, has been staked, and promises fine
results. A number of men are making
from $10 to $15 a day from these claims,
and one woman, who has four men em-
ployed, is making as high as §70 a day.
One miner in Cape Nome district took out
58,000 in nine 'days. The richest
creeks are Ophir, Melsing, Eldorado
and Discovery. The diggings are reach-
eg by coasting over the ice from Cape
Nome along the coast to Golovin Bay,
thence up the fish river to Neu-uk-luk,
and up a tributary to Council City.

The biggest strike reported is $9,680,
t:‘lk.en out in eight days by four men.
This staterient brought down in the
form of an affidavit made by G. W.
1‘:1'1(:8‘ of Council City, who left for Cape
Nome, carrying fifty-five pounds of gold
with him. Price was met by David F.
‘Igane. one of the passengers on the ‘Al-
uance., Lane talked with him, and has
every faith in what Price said,

The Nome discovery was made by Dr.
Haltberg, a Swedish missionary, early
last fall, who went to the cape and pros-
pected several creeks. The news was
carried to St, Michael in November by
Laplanders, who said that they had seen
gold on: Snake river, that had been
thrown up by squirrels burrowing in the
tundra. The news was discredited, but
later it was verified, and then the rush
began. Many froze to death on the
trip, the thermometer en route and at
Nome dropping as low as 65 degrees be-
low zero.

The commercial companies both lost
A number of employees, who joined in
the stampede and the majority of them
are now in the possession of valuable
claims. Provisions are plentiful, though
in March supplics brought one dollar a
pound.
r)_'l‘he ice went out of the river on May
2%, the earliest in a great many years.

SCURVY'S VICTIMS.

The Alliance not only brought stories*
of gold from the North, but aélso s%gggs,
of privation. Scurvy wrought havoe
si}lrmg the winter and many succumbed.
The worst fate befell a Holyoke, Mass.,
party, seven of whom died after pro-
L'.-acted. agonies. The dead are: Joe
Fo}mtmn, Maynard, Groteau, Carr, Dr.
Brigham and Jack Burke, Carr froze
to death on the trail while staking a
claim. Burke froze to death on the
trail between Dexter and Cheeikok. He
Was a runaway whaler and married to
an Eskimo woman at Port Clarence,

bcuryy made terrible ravages among
the miners at Cape Nome. Out of a
party of 100, 18 cases of scurvy devel-
oped during the winter, and the stricken
men were loaded on sleds and hauled
over the ice to St. Michael. '

"1‘imes were very peaceable at Cape
Nome during the winter, and there was
no trouble. One murder was committed
at ‘Agootulik, details of which are lack-
ing.

MURDER REPORTED,

A double murder took place on the
banks of the Yukon river. J. Homer
Bird is now a prisoner in St. Michael
barracks awwiting trial, and the other
actors in the tragedy—Charles Sheffer
and Norma Strong—are held under $5,000
bonds to appear as witnesses. The
dead men are J. H. Herling and R. H.
Patterson, the entire party hailing from.
New Orleans. ' Bird and the witnesses
will 'be taken +to Unalaska on the
steamer, Roanoke and transferred to the
Excelsior at that port and taken to
Sitka for trial. The Strong woman
went .up with the party from San Fran-
cisco last fall, as Bird’s wife. Jealousy
over the woman caused a quarrel. Bird
coming upon the men with shotgun un-
awares, shot them. The bodies were
hid, but the affair could not be kept
secret. * On reaching Anvik, Bird was
s arrested by Blaine, an engineer on the
government steamer Nordica. Bird
confessed and showe. Blaine the grave
where he and the woman had hidden the
fwo men. It is said that the object of
the party in going to Dawson was that
the woman, who is fine looking, of a
bold type, would inveigle unwary Klon-
dikers with a season’s clean-up on to ¢
launch, where the men would do the
rest.
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MANY A LOVER

Has turned with disgust from a. oth
erwise lovable gir! with an offensive
breath, Karl’s Clover Root Tea pur-
ifies the breath by its action upon the
bowels, etc., as nothing else will. Sold
for years on absolute guarantee. Price

25 cents and 50 cents, Sold by Hender-
son Bros, 4

o e T e e e




