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FROM THE NORTHLAND.

A Fresh Shuffle Proposed by
Atlin’s New Gold Com-
missioner-

An Interesting Budget of News
From the Yukon Min-
ing Fields.

Skagway, Deec. 27.—The advent'of J.
D. Graham, the new gold commissioner
for the Atlin district, and his views as
to the enforcement of the law in that
country, have thrown consternation into
the camp of the prospectors and those
awaiting the eold weather, to move into
the new diggings, and many can scarce-
ly realize the ultimate result to mining
and real estate holders, if the utterances
of Mr. Graham are any eriterion of the
laws he intends to establish and enforce.

The gentleman arrived on the Danube

Thursday last, and had hardly secured
quarters before he was besieged by min-
ers ahd prospective merchants as to his
interpretation of the British Columbia
mining and real estate laws as applied
to Atlin. Though Mr. Graham is affable
and courteous in the extreme, it was to
be scen at once that the policy of red
tape and *“officialism,” as carried on in
Dawson, was to be the rule in Atlin.

Under the guise of upholding and ad-
ministering the law to the letter, many
hardships will be unavoidably werked on
the miner, that until the commissioner’s
advent were not dreamed of.

Regarding real estate holdings, the
commissioner stated that such is a mis-
nomer, as no one is at present entitled to
a foot of ground in that district, other
than a miner, and that in the future
such holdings would be wvery limited.
WILL HAVE ATLIN REPLATTED.

Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. N.
W. F. Rant and partner, of Victoria,
B. C., had at great expense cleared, sur-
veyed and platted the present site of
Atlin City, their work went for naught,
and the commissioner said he would dis-
rcgard -the survey entirely, would re-
survey the town himself,’and that many
buildings, some of which cost as much
as $3,000, now being built, woeuld have
to be torn down or moved if he, the com-
missioner, so desired. After the new
survey, the lots will be sold at public
auction ‘to the highest bidder, and any
one having improvements on the same
are to be recompensed out of the pro-
ceeds of the sale.

This act, it is said, will work a hard-
ship en present owners of buildings, as
the most desirable lots will not bring
more than $200 to $500, and the owners
of buildings will be compelled either to
buy in the lot or lose their property. No.
priority rights as to holding of lots will
be recognized, as the squatter has no
rights in British Columbia law. It is
needless to say that these regulations
seriously disturb those who believe they
are property owners in the new country.

The commissioner proposes to erect fine
government buildings wherever he de-
sires to make the seat of administration,
and should this be Atlin, which he is not
at all sure about, he will set aside 300
feet square on the Ilake fromt for the
purpose. This will be regardless of any
improvements he may find on the chosen
ground.

NO SALOONS IN

Regarding the liquor question, Mr.
Graham confirmed the report already
received, that no saloons will be tolerat-
ed in the distriet, and that the few hotel
licenses, with bar privileges, would be
issued only to those applicants who had
been residents in the district one year,
of which there are nome, and who can
furnish bonds in the sum of $10,000 by
two reliable men who have also resided
there that length of time. As no one
but Miller, the discoverer of Pine creek,
has lived in the country the length of
time specified, the eommissioner’'s ruling
makes the sale of intoxieants prohibit-
ive. The four licenses issued last Sep-
tember by Commissioner Rant will un-
doubtedly be revoked.

During the rush to Atlin last summer,
the prespectors, thinking the district to
be in the Northwest Territory, located
the entire length of Pine ereek in 250-
foot claims. Later it was found to be
in British Columbia, and other locators
restaked the claims in 100-foot lengths,
as only ‘this much is allowed by the
laws in that provinee Commissioner
diraham says that the surplus 150 feet
of each 250/foot claim so staked will be
offered for sale at public auetion, and
as this makes invalid the elaims of from
75 to 100 miners who have staked in
good faith along this ereek, the indigna-
tion of many who are spending the win-
ter in Skagway is expressed in no mild
manner. It is also the intention of the
new commissioner to levy a royalty of 1
per cent. on every dollar’s worth of gold
taken out ef the eountry, not @nly in the
future, but in the past as well.

CONTROL OF TIMBER,SALES.

No timber holdings W&l stand, and
only ‘timber used in the work neccessary
on the claims and for fuel will be al-
lowed. It is understood that large tracts
of timber land have been taken up by
syndicates, one of which is shipping
into the country a large sawmill. These
acts, says Mr. Graham, are illegal, as
the government will eontrol the sale of
all timber, and the owners of the saw-
mills will be made to desist or pay the
government price for stumpage.

The law governing the holding of
claims will be strictly adhered to, and it
is. evident that the mnew commissioner
will in no way countenance claim jump-
ers, who, if caught, will by summarily
dealt with.

The conclusion arrived at after a talk
with Mr. Graham is that many radical
and in nowise popular ¢hanges are to be
made in the management of affairs in
his district, and that many acts of his
predecessor, Mr. Rant, are to be re-
voked, working more or less of a hard-
ship on the miner and business man who
intefids locating in the new country in
the spring and coming winter. :

Prior to receiving his present appoint-
ment, Mr. Graham was the manager of
a-large mining syndicate in vi(_‘t(_)l‘ll.l. B.
C., and before that gold ecommissioner
in Revelstoke. :

Ie leaves here to-morrow for Atlin,
where he will be joined later by his
party of surveyors and assistants.

LOSS OF CANADIAN MAIL.

J. T. Johnson, of Seattle, who left
Dawson on November 10, -arrived in
Skagway last Wednesday after a hard
and perilous trip. Mr. Johnson is large-
ly interested in the mines in the Yukon,
and is the owner of No. 95 on Bonanza.

In coming out he was the first to
reach Tagish post and report to Major
Wood the loss of the Canadian mail by
the carrier, Corporal Richardson, break-
ing through the ice. Among the many
losses was that of $600 belonging to
Major Steele, of Dawson, besides sou-
venirs in the shape of nuggets and gold
dust valued at several hundred dollars
on its way to the many friends and rela-
tives of mounted police, in the different

DISTRICT.

parts of Canada. Mr. Johnson esti-
mates that there are from 1,000 to
3,000 people starting on the trail from
Dawson to Skagway, but says that in
nearly all cdses they constitute those
that went into the country unprepared
to battle with the climate and unexperi-
enced and totally unfit to perform the
Decessary work to accumulate money,
and who, discouraged and disheartened,
are availing themselves of the first op-
portunity to escape. :

In speaking of the mines, Mr. Johnson
said that the general impression in Daw-
son was that the output from the Yukon
this season would double that of last,
and that with the new discoveries and
unusual aetivity in mining the outlook
was never better.

He reports a great amount of work on
the American side of the line further
down the river, and that Eagle City with
its 3,000 or more inhabitants is the
centre of attraction and is a thriving,
bustling camp. There are many good
creeks near Eagle City and quite a num-
ber of mining towns have sprung up
nearby, from which the city draws its
trade, and it is predicted that within a
year Eagle City will rival Dawson ‘in
population, and the surrounding country
in richness.

SULPHUR CREEK A “FIZZLE.”

Each day brings to Skagway from two
to ten returning Klondikers. Among
those who arrived yesterday are: B. L.
Lanktree, R. B, Hansen and Ed. Dozier,
the latter from Seattle.

These gentlemen report Dawson as
being very quiet and that living is much
cheaper there than formerly. Eldorado
and Hunker creeks are turning out best
of all, and Dominion creek is good, but
Sulphur is a “fizzle.”” When these gen-
tlemen left wages were from $5 to $15
per day. The greatest trouble inside in
connection with the mines was the ex-
cessive _ royalty imposed, resulting in
keeping many of the claims from being
worked to their fullest capacity. There
are plenty of provisions in and around
Dawson, and no repetition of last year’s
famine is feared. In speaking of the
noted Klondikers, the gentlemen said:
“They haven’t as much money as they
used to have. They spent it too fast to
have it last. ‘Nigger Jim’ is just about
keeping level, and ‘Swiftwater Bill’ is
now called ‘Slowwater William.’ ”

BUILDING IN ATLIN.

A letter just received from Atlin City,
dated December 18, gives the informa-
tion that building and improvements are
being pushed as rapidly as the weather
will permit. A shipyard is being built
and the plans laid and lumber secured
for the building of two steamboats of
the propeller type, to be used on the
lakes and rivers. Both boats are to be
forty-five feet long.

Another boat is to be built. the exact
model of the noted Robert E. Lee, of
Mississippi river fame.

A large opera house 48x98 feet is al-
most completed. :

Four wharf sites have been staked.
For one the timber is on the ground and
the surveys and soundings have been
made,

The two sawmills are unablet to cope
with the demand for lumber. Rough
lumber is $150 per 1,000.

For the past month the thermometer
has not been lower than 18 degrees
above, and for the past two weeks 28
degrees above has been the average.

Horse creek, Canyon creek, Bush
creek, O’Donnell river and tributaries,
and’ two quartz ledges within the city
limits are among the latest excitements.

WORK ON THE RAILROAD.

The White Pass railroad still ms'n-
tains its winter headquarters at White
Pass City, although the greater number
of men are employed in the different
camps along the line. Camp 7 is in White
Pass City. Camp 8 is one and one-half
miles above the former, at the upper end
of the celebrated ‘“loop.”” Camp 9 is on
top of the big hill, after rounding the
loop, and can be seen from Camp®7,
1.000 feet below. Camp 10 is at the foot
of White pass summit, and Camp 11 is
on the summit, about a mile from the
‘Canadian line. Camp 12 is in Canadian
territory on the shores of Summit lake.

At Camp 8 over 400 men are at work,
and in all over 1,200 are pushing the line
as rapidly as possible and expect to take
New Year’s dinner on the summit by
the side of a live engine. If this is ac-
complished, Log Cabin, twenty miles far-
ther on, will be reached by February and
the handling of freight direct to Bennett
and Atlin will be assured.

TRAIL IN BAD CONDITION.

Messrs. Henderson and Barson, of Se-
attle, who came in from Bennett yester-
day, report the trail in a horrible con-
dition. They were six days in making
the trip that usually consumes but two,
and were caught in a severe snow storm
on the summit. Mr. Henderson sustain-
ed a sprained ankle in falling into a
crevice at a place where they had wan-
dered off the trail. Immense drifts are
obstructing the trail and the trip is one
of great danger.

They report the safe arrival at Bennett
of Count Carbonneau and his eight men
and dogs, who left Skagway for Dawson
& week ago. The count is unable to get
farther and is compelled to remain there,
as are many others, until the cold weath-
€r comes,

FORBIDDEN TO PROCEED.

Telephone messages from Lake Ben-
nett, reeeived Friday morning, report
that the weather is extremely mild and
that the ice in the lake is rapidly thaw-
ing .and disappearing, and that for a
distance of a mile and a half in front
of the town the lake is entirely free from
ice. TLast year at this time the lake
was frozen solid and men and animals
travelled over the ice with no incon-
venience.

In view of the condition of the lakes
and streams the Mounted Police have
issued orders forbidding travellers to
proceed on their journey toward the in-
terior, until the thermometer falls and
the ice is safe.

BIG STAMPEDE.

Late advices from Atlin say the big-
gest stampede of the season has been in
the newly diseovered Cariboo creek.
Coarse gold and nuggets “large enough
to choke a mule” are reported as found.
The pay dirt was washed by melting the
snow and ice. :

Despite the weather and the fact that
no.work can be done, a party of ten men
left here yesterday with thirty days’ pro-
visions for the new creek.

A FATAL ACCIDENT.

A fatal aeecident occurred last Friday
on the railrond above White Pass City,
in which M. J. Pifero, an Italian laborer,
lost his life.

A blast, one shot of which failed to
explode, was set off in the vicinity of
Camp 9, and Pifero. not knowing this,
rammed a steel rod into the hole, which
discharged the charge, throwing the body
of the unfortunate man over a precipice
300 feet below, killing him instantly.

REPORTED PERISHED.

Dr. Dutton and William Findley, the
discoverers of the Porcupine mining dis-
trict, thirty-seven miles from Haines’
mission, are reported to have been caught
in a blinding storm and perished.

LRl SO

The action of Carter’s Little Liver Pills
is pleasant. mild and natural. They gently
stimulate the liver and regulate the bowels,

but do not purge. They are sure to please.
Try them. ik

-was when war appeared inevitable be-

AN EVENTFIL CRIISE

HMS: Phsethn Returns to Esqui-
malt After Varied Exper-
ienees in the South.

Witnessing Bull Fnéhts and Hunt-
ing Alligarors Some of the
Crew's Pastimes.

Cold weather and a whitened land-
scape have no charm for the crew of
H.M.S. Phaeton now in Esquimalt, for
the ship has just returned from the trop-
ics, where the climatic conditions were
reversed. She is now in dock and a
large force of marines is busy about
her big hull, making some repairs and
removing the *foul” accumulated during
her long voyage at sea.

t was on June 5 that the ship left
here on her Southern cruise and since
then she has been much of the time on
the Southern coast between Callao and
Salvador, where Captain Kirby was the
guest of the president. Several times her
decks were cleared for action and once
things looked decidedly serious. This

tween Great Britain and France. The
Phaeton at that time was at Coquimbo.
She received orders to prepare for war,
and taking on coal and stores at once
made ready for fight. Orders came next
for her to proceed to Callao, which she
did; but by the time_of her arrival there
the war cloud had passed.

It was, however, a remarkable voyage
all through, for the genial company
aboard and events crowded upon each
other in rapid succession. Going from
Caliao to Panama, the English speak-
ing residents ashore, at some stopping
places en route, entertained the officers
at hunting alligators, a sport that af-
forder great amusement and much excite-
ment. Then at Lima the officers wit-
nessed several bull fights, such as are
seldom seen in the closing days of a
civilization century.

Another war scare was on at Coquim-
bo when theship was there and the Chil-
ian fleet was seen to make preparations
for action. The cause of the trouble was
the boundary line contention common
with the South Ameri¢an republics but,
at the particular time of the Phaeton’s
vigit, at fever pitch between Chili and
the Argentine republic. The latter have
now some vessels of war and things
looked for a time as though battle would
be waged between the two. Had it been
the question of sea power it would have
been soon disposed of by the Chilian
fleet—a fleet that now includes some good
ships—but it is possible the fighting on
land would be long continued.

The Phaeton, leaving this scene, went
to Acapulco and from there was ordered
to Central America—where' a petty revo-
lution was in progress—to protect the in-
terests of British subjects. The dis-
turbance, however, did net last long.
While - at Terumfo, a port in Central
America, the Phaeton made search for
ten natives who had been carried to sea
in a lighter. 'T'he men had nothing with
them but a cask of whiskey, and that
all were drowned is now beyond ques-
tidn, as no traces of them have ever been
found.

Going afterwards to Acapulco, the
Phaeton was ordered back to Esquimalt.
Her log now shows 20,000 miles as hav-
ing been travelled since leaving Esqui-
malt and 4,300 tons of coal consumed in
a total absence of 123 days. When cross-
ing the Gulf of Tehuantipec on the re-
turn voyage a very severe gale ‘was
encountered which carried away two of
the ship’s boats and smashed the jib-
boom. A second gale, First Liethmnt
Cayley says, was experienced on' the
retugn, but of less violence.

THE BANKS OF HALIFAX.

Have a Combined Capital Stock of
$4,700,000, a Reserve of|$3,550,0000
and Branches Numbering 116.

The Halifax banks are the pride of
that city. . There are five banks having
their head offices in Halifax, and there
are two branches of outside banks. Al-
together the banks of Halifax have a
combined capital of $4,700,000, with re-
serve fund amounting to $3,550,000. The
cuapital of the different banks is as fol-
lows: ?

Bank. Capital.
Nova Scotia....... .. .$1,500,000
Merchants’ 000
People's
Halifax

Reserve.
$1,600,0C0
1,175,000
350,000
350,000
225,000

L)y

Totala ... $3,550,000

The branches of these banks ramify over
the whole of the Maritime Provinces and
2o beyond Canada into the United tSates
uand down to the West Indies. If the Bank
of Nova Scotia opens its Havana branch
this institution will ‘have  thirty-seven
branches, making a total for all the banks,
including the head offiees, of 116 branches.
The Merchants” bank of Halifax, which
is well represented in Victoria, is second
en the: list, with thirty-three branches as
follows:
Antigonish—C. E. Harris, agent.
Bathurst—J. F. Barry, agent.
Bridgewater—W. S. Tupper, agent.
Charlottetown—W. F. Mitchell, agent.
Dorchester—R. P. Foster, agent.
Fredericton—F. J. Sherman, agent.
Guysboro—T. G. A. Parkes, agent.
Kingston—R. V. Dimock, agent.
Lougouderry—-E. ‘Walsh, agent.
Lunenburg—R. 8. Currie, agent.
Maitland—W. D. Bowers, agent.
Moncton—J. H. Abbott, agent.
Montreal—(Notre Dame W.)—H. J. Gardi-

ner, agent. -
Montreal—(Westmount)—H. W.

manager.
Nelson, B. C.—George Kydd, manager.
Newecastle—E. A. McCurdy, agent.
Pictou—G. R. Chrisholm, agent.
Yort Hawkesbury—J. A. MeclIsaac, agent.
Rossland—John M. Smith, manager.
St. John's—F. H. Arnaud, manager.
Sackville—F. McDougall, agent.
Shubenacadie—D. Cameron, agent.
Summerside—P. W. Morrison, agent.
Sydney—J. E. Burchell, agent.
Truro—Martin Dickie, agent.
Vancouver—W. M. Botsford, manager
Weymouth—D. Kimp, agent.
Woodstock—A. S. Burchell, agent.
Montreal—E. L. Pease, manager.
Nanaimo, B. C.—W. A. Spencer, manager.
Yonie, B. C.—Geo. Kydd. manager.
Victoria, B. C.—G. W. Taylor, manager.
Vancouver—(east end)—J. A. Fulton, man-

ager.
Grnn,tzi Forks, B. C.—Alex. Miller, man-
ager.

WHEN BEAUTY FADES.

Mayrand,

In response to repeated inquiries from
Iadies with whom Dr. Chase’s Ointment
has become so popular for skin disease,
asking if face powders are injurious and
can be used while using the_ ointment,
we state that while the majority of face
powders are injurious we can recommend
the recipes given in Dr. Chase’s supple
mentary recipe book on page 45, which
will be sent to any address on receipt of
Sc. in stamps. Dr. Chase’s Ointment
is the ladies’ friend for all skin diseases.
Address Dr. A. W. se Co., Toronto.

GAZETTE NOTICES,

Coroner for Cariboo and Medical Health
Officer at Revelstoke Have
™ Resigned.

The official Gazette this week contains
notices of general meetings of two min-
ing companies for the object of dispos-
ing of their property. One is that of
the Le Roi Mining & Smelting Co.,
which meets .at the office of = Messrs.
Daly & Hamilton, Rossland, on Febru-
ary 7, for the purpose of disposing of the
whole or any portion of the assets of the
company, and for any other business.
The other is a special. general meeting of
the Golden Gate Mining Company, of
Granite Creek, Limited, which is to be
held in Vancouver on February 3, with
the purpose of considering the disposal
of the company’s property. 3

Arthur Lytton has resigned as justice
of the peace for Ya]e;_ Dr. R..T W
Herald, coroner for Cariboo, has resign-
ed, and so has Dr. J. O. M. Mallock,
medical health officer for Revelstoke.

The appointment is gazetted of Fred.
Fraser, of Revelstoke, as judge of the
court of revision and appeal for the
Revelstoke division of West Kootenay.

The Fort Steele Development Syndi-
cate has registered as an extra-provin-
cial company, with head offices at Lon-
don, and local head office at Fort Steele,
Noel S. A. Arnold-Wallinger Dbeing
named as attorney.

A N N e R
ODD - FELLOWS’ INSTALLATION.

Dominion Lodge No. 4 Holds the Cus-
tomary Ceremony and Banquet.

Last evening Grand Master Anton
Henderson, accompanied by the Grand
Lodge staff, visited the above lodge and
installed the following officers for the
ensuing term: M. &G, James Newbig-
ging; V. G., James Bell; Sec., Thomas
Bamford; Treas., P. A. Babington;
Warden, John Bell; Con., R. A, Ander-
son; I. G., J. A. Mallette; O. G., W.
Huxtable; R. S. N. G., A. Sheret; L:
S. N. G, R. M. Higham; R. S. V. G,,
F. Kermode; I.. S. V. G., G. D. Chris-
tie; R. S. 8., J. J. Hughés; L. S, 8,
D. Burns; Chaplain, ' W. Walker; Or-
ganist, F'. A. Billingsley.

After the installation an impromptu
banquet was held in the hall, where
members and visitors to the number of
about: 75 sat down to a sumptuous
spread. A list of toasts embracing all
the officers and branches of the order
were proposed and drunk. The enter-
tainment closed at midnight with the
singing of “ God Save the Queen.” The
interest displayed by the members of
Dominion lodge since the mergement of
Acme lodge some few months ago, has
proved beyond a doubt the wisdom of
such action by the continued increase in
membership and large attendance at
the regular meetings.

0=
VICTORIA SLEIGHING.

How the People Are Getting Fun Out
of the Cold Spell Just Now.

‘“Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the

day;
Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-hoss
open sleigh.”’

Victorians are being treated to a taste
of weather that makes the Eastern Canuck
think of his boyhood days away back in
the older provinces, where snow is the re-
cognized material for street paving at this
time of the year.

Out here in British Columbia, however—
that is, on the Coast—one is not prepared
for snowdrifts, and yet everybody seems
to thoroughly enjoy the clean, crisp frosty
air, and tries to get all the fun possible
out of it. All kinds of make-shifts are re-
sorted to in the endegwpr to turn out a
sleigh, and it is amusing to see the va-
riety and shape of some of these. Happy
the young man who can get a real cutter
to take his best girl out for a sleigh drive—
and just as happy is the fellow who
can manage to arrange a couple of dry
goods boxes on improvised runners, which
though not stylish, furnishes lots of fun.
There were a few cutters in stock in
town when the snow came, but they sold
off in a day, and the livery men have fair-

Iy -coined meney out of the sieighs they

happened to secure.
There are a few really nice sleighs in

town, bright and glistening in polish and }

varnish, and there are other kinds, too, with
no polish. For example, two soap boxes
on a Klondike handsleigh, with a bewilder-
ed looking pony scudding along in front
ready to bolt at the first chance, is not
an infrequent vehicle.

Then one can see a splendid pair of
horses attached to a nondescript kind of
sleigh, a carriage boi. with the wheels
removed and replaced py a pair of ready
made rough runners, sawn out of two inch
planks; and seated inside enjoying the
drive immensely may be seen the ladies of
some of the wealthy people of Victoria.

Butchers, bakers, grocers and -milkmen
have all got their vehicles on runners of
some kind, most of them decided make-
shifts; but it is wonderful to see how quick-
Iy people have adapted themselves to the
change, and eacH day sees quite an addi-
tion to the number of better looking sleighs
on the streets. The marked good nature
of all sleigh drivers in assisting the
youngsters to ‘“‘steal a ride’’ is particularly
noticeable.

True, the fine robes and the handsome
furs of the East are missing, -blit a good
old Hudson’s Bay blanket and a muffler
round the ears is about as comfortable—
and as long as everybody is in the same
condition, it is quite fashionable.

People, however, are very slow about
cleaning their sidewalks, and some of the
men shovelling snow from roofs are decided-
'y careless in throwing some down on the
streets, utterly regardless of the passers
by. By good luck, more than good manage-
ment, no mishaps have yet occurred from
this, but it should be attented to as in the
East, where roofs can only be cleaned at
certain hours, and when snow has to be
thrown from a house top to the street a
man is placed on guard to warn the passers
by and see that no accident results.

e LB T e TR

FAME’'S PATHWAY.

Professor Alexander Graham Bell, the
inventor of the telephone, arrived in Ja-
pan on December 5, and is receiving many
attentions from the Japanese.

Senator Simon, of Oregon, was recently
asked what he thought 05 the business
opportunities of Alaska. Carpot-peﬁtlnz
i3 the best business,”” he replied. Yon
ecan just beat the carpets and keep the
dust.”

Captain Willlam L. Merry, the TUnited
States representative in Nicaragua, whom
recent events in Central America have
brought into considerable prominence, is
a retired sea captain, whose former home
was in San Francisco.

Joseph H. Choate says that once. as a
Harvard student, he went into a Boston
cheap eating house and asked. the waiter
what they had. *“Everything,” was the
answer. “Get me some.’’ said Mr. Choate.
“One order of hash,” said the waiter.

Dr. Dvorak, the composer, has just re-
ceived from the Austro-Hungarian Emperor,
on the occasion of the royal jnbll,e,e, the
decoration, “For Arts and Sciences.” This
order, it seems, is very rarely bestowed,
the last musician who received it being

Brahms himself.

—————— —
SENATOR ADAMS DEAD.
, Jan. 3.—Senator Michael Ad-
an(x)st,ta:;aNorthumberland, died at New-
castle, N. B., last night.

.| for Kobe the following morning, the Colo-

NEWS OF THE ORIENT.|

Japanese Contractors to  Supply
Ties for the Trans-Siberian

% Railway.

Land Tax Bill to Meet Recurring
' Deficit Agitating the
Mikado’s Subjeets.

The Japanese mall steamer Yamaguchi

Maru, lately2 from the Orient, brought
2 large amount of very interesting
and important npews matter which
failed to arrive by the regular telegraphic
channels. Much of it is of great concern
to the people of the West, in view of the
increasing prominence of trans-Pacific affairg
in trade and political ecircles. Among the
items which will be of especial interest
to the people of this community is one to
the effect that the Japanese lumber deal-
€rf appear to have secured a contract to
furnish the sleepers to the tran-Siberian
railway for a period of five years.

*Word is also received of the condition
of the Japanese treasury, and of the ef-
forts which are being made to retrieve the
deficit by a new land tax. Government
ownership .of railways appears by these
advices to be taking some definite shape,
propositions being reported as pending
looking to the early purchase by the gov-
ernment of a complete line of road from
one end of the island to the other. Ru-
mor attaches to the efforts of a Chinese
official, as appears from the newspapers,
to create a corner on rice by shipping the
local product out of the market in which
he desired to operate. A statement just
published in the Japanese press gives the
official census of the island for 1897 as
43,228,863, with the male population
slightly in the ascendancy. A surprising
incident is told of the gallantry of Prince
Henry of Prussia.

Japan appears to be somewhat agltated
over a new land tax bill recently introduc-
ed for the purpose of overcoming the
annual deficit. Special loans have been re-
quired to meet the deficit this year. Mar-
quis Ito is one of the advocates of the
proposed measure, while Count Okuma
strenuously opposes it. The various politi-
cal and commercial organizations are lining
themselves on different sides.

The bill proposes a re-assessment of
and values (except in the prefectures of
Niigata, Miyagi and Yamaguchi), and the
assessment will thereby be increased by-
150,000,000 yen. It is proposed to increase
the tax from 21 to 4 per cent. from Jan-
uary 1.

The Premier, in an address to the house,
referred to the experiences of previous
ministers in their attempts to deal with
financial questions, and said these same
guestions were giving the present govern-
ment great anxiety.

At a conference of the committe of th
Liberal-Constitutional party it was decided
to ask the government to make the tax on
land 3.3 per cent., instead of 4. This wounld
leave a deficiency of 6,000,000 yen, which,
it was suggested, could be raised by in-
creasing the taxes on tobacco and resi-
dential land.

Marquis Ito, in an extended interview in
«—e Japan Times, speaks seriously of the
Japanese financial situation, and adds
apropos of the land tax

“I think I should turn your atention to
the situation of the indemnity funds, ac-
quainted as many of you undoubtedly are
with it, for some of you till lately held
important posts in the treasury. The gross
amount received from China on account of
the war indemnity, as compensation for
the retrocession of the Liaotung peninsula,
and as interest on the indemnity instal-
ments, aggregates 364,480,000 yen in round
figures. ,-Of that amount 177,00,000 yen ap-
proximatery is set’ apart for certain fixed
purposes, leaving a ®alanee of 186,000,000
yen approximately. But so many have
been the calls made upon it that only a
little remains behind on this account.”

The Marquis enumerated the various ap-
propriations made from the foregoing sum,
concluding that only a little over 25,000,000
yen remains in cash on this account,
against 62,000,000 yen approximately which
Japan is to pay abroad during the next
fiscal year, thereby producing a deficit of
over 26,700,000 yen.

‘““That was why I stated,” his excellency
continued, “that if the opportunities of res-
cuing the finances from the present critical
situation fail to be grasped this year, no
statesman would be able to elaborate an
effective remedial measure next' year.
Alive as I am to the emergency, I am im-
pelled to sincerely advise you to avail your
selves of the opportunity supplied by the
present session, and to adopt a sound
financial programme. I should also Te-
mind you at this juncture of the paralyzed
state in which Japanese industry finds
itself at present, and that this is also an
important point that demands the attention
of the legislature.”

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.

Government purchase of the railroads in
Japan is being urged, apparently with
some show of success. A meeting of the
Liberal-Constitutional members of the diet
has been held to consider a series of pro-
posals in the matter. It is proposed that
the government within the next five years
shall acquire the Nippon railway and the
Sanyo railway, so that the state shall have
the ownership of the main line of railway
from north to south of the empire. The
cost of these two lines is set down at 160,-
000,000 yen. The further proposal is made
that the party shall prepare the bill and
submit it to the diet.

The Kobu Railway Company, according to.
the Hiogo News, is prepared to sell its
property to the state if an adequate sum
be: offered, and. it is resolved to send a
reply to the minister of communications
accordingly.

Another governmental ownership move-
ment is the subsidizing of the water works
at Kobe. The Hiogo News says concern-
ing this that in addition to the 300,000 yen
already voted, the government proposes to
subsidize the Kobe water works to the fur-
ther extent of 680,000 yen, payable in six
yearly installinents from 1901.

Railways appear to be a lucrative prop-
}orty in the Sunflower Kingdom. The To-
‘'kyo Tramway Company, at its general
meeting on the 10th ult., declared a divi-
dend at the rate of 35 per cent, per an-
num. It was declded to increase the cap-
ital to 550,000 yen.

NINGCHOW’S. ROUGH VOYAGE.

The British steamer Ningchow, Capt. W.
H. Cross, which arrived at Yokohama on
the 13th ult., had a very stormy p#assage
across the Pacific. The ship reports “Left
Portland, Ore., on the 12th ult., having
strong gales and hurricane after leaving
for the first fifteen days, washing away
boats and damaging bulwarks and hatches
and washing away all steam pipes around
decks. Weather being so boisterous, the
captain put into Dutch Harbor, - Unalas-
ka islands, for more coal. From there to
port strong northwest to westerly winds
with heavy head seas. Arrived at Yoko
hama on the 13th inst.”

NEW STYLE OF BUNCOING.

One of the large Japanese hotels Ras en-
countered a new style of bunco man. The
victim in the first instance of the game was
Col. Postonioff. ‘The Colonel was at a To-
kyo hotel on the 1st of December. It be-
ing his intention to catch the early train

nel, before retiring for the night, told.a
bell boy to bring him his bill. No sooner

had the boy departed than a man stepped |
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up to the Colonel, informed him that he
was the accountant of the hotel, and that
the Dbill in question amounted to just 98
yen. With the indifference characteristic
of the haute noblesse, says a late number
of the Tokyo Mainichi, the Colonel sélect-
ed from him ample wad a $100 note and air-
ily handed it to the urbane ‘‘acountant,’”
bidding him bring the change and fecelpt
in the morning. And the man bowed and
departed. Nor has he yet returned. The
scene that took place in the morning when
the Colonel was politely asked for his ac-
count can be imagined. But the irate sol-
dier has departed and the affair is In the
hands of the Russian legation.

PUBLIC OPINION VS. MURDER.

A rather interesting prosecution is en-
gaging the attention of the Tokyo local
court, according to the Hiogo News of De-
cember 12. The editor of the Jiji Shimpo
has been prosecuted for violating the press
law by extending help to and sympathiz-
ing with a criminal defendant undergoing
trial.

It appears that a few months ago a
murderous assault was committed by a
woman upor a man who had broken his
promise to marry her, and while the case
against the woman was still sub ‘judice,
the Jiji referred to it in an article wherein
the writer said he would undertake to con-
vert public opinion, which was then
against the woman. The article landed the
woman as faithful and courageous, and
expressed the opinion that the citizens of
Tokyo would be pleased to see her ac
quitted.

The Jiji being distinguished for its advo-
cacy of the cause of women—i.e., their
improved status—the public prosecutor de-
clared that the Intention of the article
was to aid and abet the woman. - Five
barristers were engaged for the defence,
The absurdity of a paper of the Jiji's
standing being guilty of the offense charg-
er was commented upon, and it was
urged that the obvious intention of the
article was to cover far widér grounds,
with a view to the amendment of the
criminal law, which, it was urged, to too
severe. i

Moreover, counsel argued that the pgr-
ticular article of the press law under
which the prosecution had been taken did
not cover such a case as the present, but
that the idea of ‘‘helping and sympathiz-
ing’” implied pecuniary help. The further
point was made that since in Japanese
law there were no provisions relating to
‘‘contempt of court,’”” as in English law,
counsel could not see that any wrong in
the eyes of the law had been done by the
paper’s comments on the case. The judg-
ment in the case is awalted with interest
in press circles.

TSAI TAOTAI'S “CORNER.”

The dismissal some weeks ago of Tsal
Taotal, one of the important Chinese fune-
tionaries, because of alleged irregularities
in acounts, appears to have been due
tc an action more distinctly Oriental than
2 mere embezzlement, as will be evident
from the following clipping from the Shang-
hai Press

‘“The Universal Gazette says on the au-
thority, of a telegram from its Pekin cor-
respondent that the dismissal from office
of Tsal Taotal was decided on because of
certain irregular trapsactions in connec-
tion with the clandestine shipment of rice,
when an attempt, it may be remembered,
was made to create an artificial rice famine
in the lower province. This, it says, and
not his action with regard to the Ningpo
joss house affair, is the irue reason of his
disgrace."” 5

The rice famine here alluded to is the
same one over which rebellion was at one
time threatened In one of the Chinese prov-
inves. Actions similar to that of Tsai Tao-
tal are frequent in the Celestial Kingdom.
It is the Oriental method of creating a
“‘corner.’’

—-_—(;__.4__“
STARTLING DISCLOSURES AS TO THE
BATTLE OF SANTIAGO.

Admirals and cdptains are brave enough,
ang keen tacticians, no doubt, but the be%.
part of the Spanish fleet would have slip-
ped through somebody’s fingers that Sun-

day morning at Santiago if America’s fight-
ing engineers had mnot, by the hardest of
work, overcome the obstacles imposed upon
them by orders from the bridge. If the
fighting had been against men more nearly
kin—say English or German—under con-
ditions identical with those off Santiago
on the morning of July 3, some American
hulks might now be resting at the bottom
of tropic seas. For engines were uncoup-
led and many fires out, and steam so low
that all the energy of the stokers was' re-
quired to get it up again.

The American- ships had been off the
coast for weeks, waitin~ for the enemy to
come out. When the enemy came out, the
American ships were ready to shoot, but
not to give chase. This was no fault of the
engineers. It was the result of a condition
peculiar to naval practice. In the navy the
ship’s captain decides how many boilers
shall be used, how much coal shall be
burned, what pressure shall be carried.
And the American captains at Santiago
had everything in readiness, except their
boilers and engines. There were two ex-
ceptions—the Oregon and the (}lquoe.ﬂtm‘.-—
Arthur Warren, in the Engineering Maga-
zine for January.
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WICKED BANDER-LOG.

A Wholesale Massacre Is Proposed in
India.

Lahore Tribune.

The monkey-slaughtering question has, it
appears, assu a serious aspect just now.
It has caus considerable excitement
among orthodox Hindoos not only in Orissa
and Bengal, but as far as the news has
travelled. ‘We earnestly warn the au-
thorities against this injudicious' proposal
of the Puri city fathers, lest the gquestion
should lead to some serious consequences.
The religious feelings of orthodox Hindoos,
who form the majority of India, cannot be
trified withk in this manner, and the lessons
of the Benares riots should not be thrown
away. We are against this slaughter more
for the maintenance of peace and order
than for anything else. The massacre of
the quadrumana itself is a far uglier nuis-
arce than all the mischief committed by
monkeys put together. It may” be, how-
ever, that these so-called ancestors of hu-
manity are giving a good deal of trouble
at Puri; but where do they not? Most of
the principal seats of Hindoo pilgrimage
are literally colonized with these restless
brutes, but are they not tolerated from time
immemorial, and has there ever been such
a crusade against them? If it is so difficult
to put up with them any longer at Puri
cannot they be banished from the town
rather than Kkilled?

There are villages in Bengal where these
wicked creatures sometimes to consider-
zble harm to villagers, who, by the way,
instead of having them swept out of exist-
ence, catch -the leader of the party. with
a process known to every child in Bengal,
and painting his ‘face hideously, hold a
mirror before his eyes—the village chans
making a scaring noise with accompany-
ment of dhols and cymbals—with the re-
‘sult ' that, followed precipitately by the
whole party. the heroic captain beats. a
hasty retreat, never to return to the village
again in his life. Tt would be far better to
have these mischief makers deported to
some distant parts than endangering public
peace by shocking the religious feelings
of the pilgrims by such an, in their ‘views.
inhuman action. As many as fifteen out of
the twenty-one Pundits consulted at Puri
are adverse to slaughter, and the remaining
six dwindle down to a microscopic minority
against the mass of Pundit opinion sup-
porting orthodoxy in this country. On the
other hand, almost all the English and
vernacular newspapers in Bengal, Behar
and Orissa are strongly protesting. As to
the Puri commissioners and their ‘‘airs of
absolutism,’”’ the Indian Mirror, in a leading
artiele, invites the immediate interference
of government. “It savs,” our. econtem-
porary. “the orthodox Hindoos that have
made Puri and as they have made it so ean
they mar it. - . . . The time may have
come for the intervention of Sir John
Woodburn in settlement of thir qnestion of
monkey slaughter at Purl.”” And surely the
time has come,
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A PERSONAL (CHATTEL

Important Decision on Proposed.
Application of Assessment
Act to Steamers.

Quartermaster Bichman of Steam-
ship Queen Washed Over-
board and Lost.

Decisions have been given by Mr. S.
Perry Mills, judge of the court of revi-
sion and appeal, on the points raised as
to whether steamers come under the as-
sessment act or not. In the case of the
K. M. T. & T. Co., which was assessed
for three steamers—the Amur, Nahleen -
and Louise—~Mr, Mills' held that a ship
is a personal chattel within the,meaning
of the assessment act. The Amur, by
a fiction of law, must be considered as
property in London, Eng., where she is
regigtered, and therefore is exempt. The
Louise, being registered in the United
States, is also exempt. The Nabhleen,
however, is registered in Viectoria, and.
her assessment, together with that of the
company’s office furniture, is fixed at
$20,000. Mr. Peters, Q. C., appeared
for the company. In regard to their
steamers, the Nora, Flora and Ora,:the
B. L. & K. N. Co. claim that, although
registered in Victoria, the steamers
were in the N. W, T., and would never
return to this place. Mr. Rattenbury
appeared in person for the company.
Mr. Mills gave a decision similar to that
in the Nahleen case, and the assessment
was fixed at $21,000. The company’s
stores in Cassiar had their assessment
fixed at $3,000. There was another
steamer case.appeal, this one by the
Stikeen Navigation Co., who were as-
sessed at $25,000. They admitted per-
sonal property to the value of $3,000,
but in regard to the steamer Stikeen
Chief took the ground that the vessel
kad been wrecked and the $35,000 in-
surance was payable in London, and
not, therefore, within the assessment aet
limits. Mr. Mills held that the money
was not in the provinee, and, therefore,
was not subject to the tax. The assess-
ment was fixed at $5,000. Mr. G. H.
Barnard appeared for the company. M
MclLean, deputy attorney-general, ap
peared for the crown in all three caser.
The court, sits againeon Tuesday evew
ing at 8 o’'clock.

QUARTERMASTER OVERBOAR?M.

A San Francisco despatch of Tuesday
says: *The steamship Queen arrived
to-day from Seattle and way ports, after
a very rough trip. High winds pre-
railed during the voyage, and on leay-
ing the Sound the weather was unusually
severe.  When 100 miles southeast of
Cape Flattery, Charles Bichman, =a
quartermaster, whose home is in San
Francisco, was washed overboard.
Every effort was made to save the
young man, but it was not possible to
locate him. After remaining near the
scene of the accident for some time, the
vessel proceeded south.”

MARINE NOTES.

Steamer Horsa, it is reported, has
been sold by Messrs. Martin & Langley
to a company on the Atlantic coast for
$20,000.

THE 'FRISCO LINERS.

After a rough voyage from the Bay
City the steamer Umatilla arirved at G
o'clock yesterday morning, delayed sev-
eral hours by head winds and snow
storms. She landed 18 passengers and
61 tons of freight berore proceeding to
the Sound. The Walla Walla in leav-
ing for the South last evening carried
the following among her passengers:
Miss Savannah, Mrs. J. Williams, J.
Morgan and wife, Miss Madigar, Mrs.
F. Murray, Miss Eames, F. A. Spencer,
R. Telfor, E. J. T. Woodward and P. T.
Harrington.

o

PECULIAR AND PERTINENT.

The mustache first became common in
the British army at the beginning of the
present century.

The Japanese dentists perform all their
operations in tooth drawing with the-
thumb and forefinger of -one hand.

A scientist, Jooking for microbes, says-
there are absolutely none on Swiss
mountains at an altitude of 2,000 feet.

The largest price ever asked and paid
for a single pearl was $500,000, which was
the value of the great Tavernier pearl

The labor commissioner of Missouri re-
ports that 70 per cent. of the women apply-
ing for work at the public employment
bureau in St. Louis have deserted their-
husbands or been deserted by them.

Probably no aector now on the stage-
it richer than William H. Crane.’ He is
sald to be worth $250,00 and it is all safely
inyested.

St B L SRR
FELLING THE GREAT TREES OF CAL-
FORNIA.

The chopper approaches the tree with =
plumb-line; if the top does not lean meore
than two feet in the case of a large tree,
or more than four feet in the case of a
small one, he considers that he can fall it
in any direction he may desire. He then
views the ground, and selects the most
promising ‘‘lay-out,” and the underecut is
made exactly facing it. The ‘‘undercut”
usually extends about one-third through,
and then the tree is sawed in from the
back to meet. it. When the two cuts are
within six inches of meeting, the saw. is
removed, and the tree is wedged up until
the top passes the centre of gravity, when it
falls by its own weight, easily breaking the
strip of wood remaining.

Where the surface of the ground is such
that it is necessary for the but and the top
to strike the ground simultaneously, the
stump is snubbed off at the undercut, which -
provides a slanting surface, so that the
butt has no place to rest, and perforee
slides to the ground. If the tree needs to
be rolled off to one side, half the undercut
is slanted, and a pile of chips is placed on
the flat surface of the other half: the result
never fails to manifest the efficacy of this:
device. Again, by leaving one side of the
uncut wood between the undercut and the
saw-cut thicker than the other, the tree-
may be drawn considerably ‘away from its
natural course.—Wm. Adams, in the En-
gineering Magazine for January.

POINTED PXRAGRAPHS.

Every. tailor knows a lot of promising

onng men.
yBl’lTOWH are not boxers, yet they often
come-to blows.

There is a -great deal of cold comfort in
a handkerchief. :

A man may know his own mind and stiti
not be very wise. :

It may have beenhlndigestlon that made
the whale give Jonah up.

The jokongof the writer who does his level
best often fall flat. !

Marriage will change a woman’s name,
but it seldom changes her nature.

Wise men are less charitable to their own
faults than the faults of others. ;

Sometimes marriage is a failure, and
sometimes it is only a run on the bank.

A wife should not expect her husband to-
be light-hearted if her biscuits are heavy.

i

Monsigrior Ignazio Efrem Rahmani, the
new Syrian patriarch at Amtioch, speaks
and writes, it is said, 10 languagns-‘—nnn‘m-
lv, Arable, Syriac. Turkish, Greek.-Latin,
Itallan, French, Bnglish, German a_ndee-'
brew. He has undertaken the pubnéatlo'n
of the 250 manuscript Syriac codes in lh"
possession, and has purchased a print mit.’
press in order to facilitate the diftusion of
these codes In the east.




